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b BOCKpeceHbe nepeab PoskaecTBoMb XpUCTOBLIMD 3a bo>KecTBeHHOI AUTypieil CABIIINMD MBI

KHHITY poacTBa Incyca Xpucra. D10 nmamsaTe 6oronzOpaHHaro Hapoa, aMsTh yeaoBbyecTsa.

Kasxkap1i1 HapoA® 11 KaXKAbIN 4eA0BBKDb UMBeTh CBOIO pPOAOCAOBHYIO, KOTOPYIO MBI HEe XPaHUM'b.

ITamaTs OoromsOpaHHaro Hapoga XpaHmuTcs BBuHOM HaMATbIO — JyxomMb CBATBIMB. Besa
poaocaosnas 'ocrioaa Incyca Xpucra gbantcs b EBanreain ors Martees Ha Tpy 4acTy 110 YeThIPHaAIIaTh
po4oBb Bb Kakaoil. Ilepsas wacth pasckaspiBaeTh 00b McTOpiM Hapoga Ao Jasuja, BeAMdaiIiaro
naps Mspanas: Adasuab OblAb TOTB, KTO IIpeBpaTtuAb VI3panab Bb cAaBHBII HapoAh, UyAeU CTaAu
MOTYIIIeCTBeHHOI C1A0J Bb Miph. Bropas naers 40 BaBiaoHCKaro nabHeHis, KOTOpoe OblA0 HO30POMD
Hallii 1 KpyIleHieMb ee, TpeTbsl — 40 Inucyca Xpucra, Koropsiit criacaers Hapoas CBoit OTh pabcTBa 1
rudean.

DTO pOAOCAOBHAsI BCero YyeAoBbuecTBa Bb AUITh M30paHHBIXD €T0 U KaXKAaro n3b Hach. Hakanynb
PoxaectBa XpucroBa KaXkKAbIil 113b HaCh IIPU3LIBAETCSA Ch HOBOM CIAOM OCO3HATh CBOe 4eAOoBBUyeckoe
AOCTOMHCTBO. bors coTBOpMAD Yea0BbKa 110 06pasy CBoeMy 1 10400110, 4eA0BBKD CO34aHDb 445 OOLIEHis
c¢b boroms. Msl umBems poactso ¢b Camums borom, Ml Ero 1 poas, KaXKAblil 13b HaCh POXKAAeTCs,
9TOOBI OBITH IJapeMb, YTOOBI IIpMHaAAEXKaTh IJapcKoMy XpUCTOBY poay. VI KaXkAblil 3B Hach IIpexKae
9BM'b HACTYNUA'D CBBTABIN IIPa3AHNKD, 40AKeHD I1yOOKO OCO3HATh CBOIO I'PBXOBHOCTD, CBOE OTIajeHie
oTb bora, moromy urto 'ocrioab HaNI'b TPUXOAUTDH CIIACTU He ITpaBe AHMKOBD, HO IPBIIHIKOBE. V1 oTTOrO,
gyT0 bors craHosuTCA 4eA10BBKOMB, Bb HeMs Kpb1iocTh 1 110008 Heog0auMast, 1 HbTH Hudero A4s1 Hero
HEBO3MO>KHAro, YToObI BO3CTaHOBUTH MONABIINXD Bb A1aBOAbCKiNM NABHD — Bb 4OCTOMHCTBO, KOTOpOe
JaeTs 0aaroaath.

DTapogoca0BHas OTKPBhIBaeTh HaM'b, 4TO [11cych XprcTOCH He BOpBaAcs Bb ICTOPi0 yea0Bbueckaro
PO4a, KakbMeTeops. POk gecTBO He eCTh CAy4allHOCThb, HellpeaBrAeHHas MuA0cTh boxis. Incycs Xpucrocs
— Tors, YUsn kopnu, U npeaku Boans yeaopbueckie, MMeHHO deaoBeubckie. Incycs Xpucroch —
Tors, npuxoas Koroporo yroropasacs b TedeHie BCbXb BBKOBD, II0Ka He IIpUIILAa I0AHOTa BpeMeHDb I
II0Ka He HaIll10Ch Bb po4h 4yea0BbueckoMd cToab uncraro Cy1mecrsa, CliocoOHaro craTb BMBCTUANIIEMD
bora, xaxs IIpecsaras Absa Mapis. VI Mbl BUAMMD, KaKb BCSI MCTOpisi OoromsOpaHHAro Hapoda, Bb
0CcoOeHHOCTU cO AH:, Korda bors nmpussaabs ABpaaMa, HarlpaBAeHa Kb PoskaecTsy XpuCTOBY.

EBanreaie ors MaTees1 Ob140 HallMCaHO IIpeXAe BCeIo AAs yAeeBb — Bb HeMb 00ablIlle, YbMb
Bb APYTUXDb EBaHreaisixs, nurarh n3b Berxoro 3apbra, KOTOpble BO3BBIIAIOTh O KOHIIB Mipa, o LlapcTeb
Boxxiems. YUepess 5Ty pog0CcA0BHYIO cBsTOM EBaHre A11cTh MaTteer Kakb Obl B3bIBaeTh Kb OOTOM30paHHOMY
Hapoay. OHB OTh HaCh, HO MBI — BXOAMM®D AU Bb Ero pogocaosHy1o, npuHaaaeXnumMb au Mbl Ero pogay,
oTTOrO uTOo EMY Hagae>xaa0 Takb IPiiTH Bb Mipb?

DTa po40cA0BHas 3aKaHYMBaeTCs MeHeM'b ITpasegHaro locuda, «my>ka Mapin», — KaKb CKazaHO
BB EBanreain, — «ors Koropoi pognacs Incycs, HazbiBaeMblit XpUCTOCh». V gaabe MBI CABIIIINIMD, KaKOe
MBCTO 3aHMMaeTh ITpaBeHblit locuds BB pogocaosHoit Xpucra. «Poxaectso Incyca Xpucra 661410 Takb.
ITo 06pyuenin Martepu Ero Mapin cb locudoms, mpesxae, Heskean codeTaAnch OHI, 0Ka3aaoch, 4To OHa
nmbers Bo upeBd orb Jyxa Cearoro. locuds ke, Mmyxs Ee, Oyayun nmpaseseHs 1 He >Keaast OTAacuTs Ee,
XOTBA'B TallHO OTIYCTUTH Ee, HO Korga OHb IIOMBICAUAD 9TO, ce, AHreas ['ociogeHs s1BuACA emy BO CHB
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1 ckazaab: «locuds, coinb JaBnaoss, He Ootics TpuHATh Mapiio, XKeny TBo10, 160 Poausiieecs s Heir
ectb oTh Ayxa Cpsroro». Takb IpocTO 1 4ygecHO HaMb IIOKa3aHO, UTO ®Ta POAOCAOBHAs IIpaBeAHaro
Iocuda He ecTs BB MOAHOMB cMBICAB pogocaosHasd Xpucra. OgHako ['ocriogs mpuHIMaeTs IpaBegHaro
Iocudpa 1 BCbxb A104€11, MIMeHa KOTOPBIXD MBI CAbIIIaan, 3a CBOMXb IpeAKOBb.

TBMB 604Be MBI He siBAsseMcsi Ero HacaBacTBoMb 110 Kposu. OaHako OHB HazbiBaeTh Hach CBOMMMU
poansiMu 1 CBouMu 4agaMiu. DTo coBepItaercs 1o gapy Ero 6aaroagatn. Kaxs nsopanie V30panHoi oTh
BCEXD poaoBb [Tpeuncroit Ero MaTtepu u kakb nsbpanie nmpaseanaro locudga 6p11s Ee 00pyuHnkoms. Mbr
He MO>XeM'b CpaBHUBATD ce0s1 Cb KbMB-A100 U3Dh BEAUKUXD U30paHHUKOBD boxkinxs, HO PoxxaecTBOMD
XpucToBBIMB MBI BCh BCTyIlaeMb Cb boroms Bb poacTBO.

DT MMeHa POAOCAOBHON CBUABTEABCTBYIOTh, UTO XPUCTOCh BOCXOTBAB BOCHPUHSATH BCBXD
IIpeAKOBD IIpaBegHaro locuda, Txb, oTs Koro OHB He poanmAacs, HO KOTOpbIxb CBoeit boskecTBeHHOI
©aaroaaTtpio OHDB BO3BOAUTD Bb A4OCTOMHCTBO CBOMXD IIpeAKOBD, IIpeAKoBb Xpucra Meccin. Bb »roit
POAOCAOBHON MBI BCTpbuaeMb MMeHa AOCTOMHBIIINXD CBATHIXD AI0AE, BO3AIOOMBINNXD 00ABe Bcero
bora, boxxie 400po. Takuxb kakb ABpaams, Vcaaxs, lakoss, Booss, Ezexis u locisa. VM nmena aiogeit, o
KOTOPBIXD, I10 CYIIIeCTBY, HUYETO He CKa3aHOo, IIOTOMY YTO O HMXb HMYero He N3BBcTHO. /104€e11, KOTOphIe
He OCTaBMAM Bb MICTOPiM HUKAKOTO SIPKOTO cAbla — HM I1A0XOro, Hu Xopomaro. Takuxb O0AbIIMHCTBO.
BoapmmHCcTBO Takuxb A104€i1 Bb UCTOpin poda yeaopbyeckaro. Vl B 9TOI pOA0CA0BHOI OOABIIIMHCTBO
Taknxb. CabayeTb 4epeda HeU3BBCTHBIXD AI04ell, O KOTOpbixb CsmieHHoe Ilucanie Huyero He
cooO11aers, KpoMmb uxb MMeHb. MbI 3HaeMs, 4To 9TU Eaiakums, Aszops, Cagoxs, Akums, Eaeaszaps,
Matdans — A1041 3B KaKO! YTOAHO CpeAbl I KaKOTO YTOAHO IIPOMCXOXKAEHisI.

Ho camoe mopasureabHOe, 4TO Bb pogocaosHoi Cracureas Mbl HaXOAMMD VMMEHa AIOJell,
COBEpIIMBIINXD TSKKie MOCThIAHBIE IpbxXu IIpeaio00ABAHis, yOilicTBa 1 MA0AOIOKAOHCTBa. OAHAKO I
OHI, — OTTOTO 4YTO BOr's OBIAD 4151 HUIXD € AMHCTBEHHBIM'B CMBICAOM'D M HAA€KA0M BB XKI3HY, — HECMOTPsI
Ha CBOM I1aJeHisl, Ipo0A>Kaan, Iajdas U BCTaBasl IIOKasHieM'b, — 1 Cb HUMU BCe Ye10Be4eCTBO — CBOIA
1nyTh Kb bory. 3a4B5ch Hauaao EaHreais, mouctuns 0aaroit BBcTu A4 BChXb Ai04eil. bors, crabiiii
4e10BBKOM'D, IIPUHMMaeETh Uxb Bb CBoe poacTso. 113b Kakoit Obl TO HM OBLAO CpeAbl, Cb KaKMM OBl TO
HU Obla0 rpbxamu. Bebxb 6e3b eanHaro nckAOueHis puHuMaeTb Xpucrocs. VI Mbl 3HaeMs, uto OHD
OyaeTs nocrosiHHO HasbiBaTh Cebs1 CriHOMD JaBUA0BBIMD He TOABKO 3a A1000Bb JaBuga kb bory u 3a
KpoTtocTb Ero, Ho 1 moTomy uto JaBuasb He yoepers ceOs OTb CTPaIIHBIXb I'PBX0BD. 'ope Ob110 ObI HAM'B,
ecan OBl Bb POAOCAOBHOI XpucTa OblAM TOABKO Oe3yIpeuHble 110 YCTOTE 1 BBpB A1041, ecan Obl bors
HaIrb ObIAB TOABKO boroms ABpaama, Vicaaka 1 lakosa. M1 moHuMaan 6u1, uTo Ero >k13Hb — He Hallla
>k13Hb. HO 9TO He Takb, 1 Haje>X4a Hallla BeAMKa.

Kaxksb xoporo, uto Llepkoss HartToM1HaeTh HaM'b 00 9TOMb HakaHyHB Poskgectsa Xpucrosa! Onb
I110Thb OTD Hamel 1110tu, OHb oTb Hach, OB Oeperd Ha CeOs rpbxu CBouXDb NPeAKOBD U HaIlIu Ipbxi.
Co caezamu 210081 1 61arodapHOCTY TPUOAM3UMCS Kb MCTOYHIUKY Halllell pagoctu. byaems unrars u
IepeunThIBaTh Bb brbain ncTopito My>kei 1 >KeHb, OIMCAaHHBIXD Bb DTOM KHUI'B, 1 HAXOAUTDH Bb HUXD
CBOIO >KI3Hb. DTO MCTOPis HaIIeTro yChIHOBAeHiA bory, ncropisa nHamero npoinenisa. IIpuroroBurscs Kb
Poxaectsy XpUCTOBY 3HaUUTh IIPUTOTOBUTHCS Kb TOMY, YTOOBI IIPUHATE 4apb OTh bora — Ero 4106085,
Ero nipomienie, Ero poactso. Ilpunsars Toro, Koro Hukakoi 4ea0B5Kb He OTIYTMBaeTh, HUKaKOM IpBXb
He OTTaAKMBaeTh, HMKAKOV TPBIIHMKD He IIPUBOAUTEL Bb oTdasHie. Il toapko »Toi Ero ar000BbI0
MOXeTb U3MBpsThCs Halle 1ToKasiHie. IIpuas b Mipb, OHb B34 Ha Cebs1 cyap0bl BChXD A104€11, TpBXu
BCBXD AI0Jel, XM3Hb U CMepPTh BCBXb arogent. IIpunecems HOBOpOKgeHHOMY boromaageHily, kakb
BocrrbBaeTh LlepKoBb HempecTaHHO Bb CBOMXb CTUXMpPaxb, 3040TO, AaJaHb U CMUPHY — Hally BBpy,
HajeXAay 1 A10008b. VI Halte 6aarogapeHie 1 xsaay 3a Ero pogocaosnylo oTb aniia BCbXb ThXb, Cb KBMb
OHb BOCXOTBAB OBITh Bb BBUBHOMD POACTBb.

nporoiepeit Aaekcanaps lllaprynoss, 6 ssuaps 2008 roga http://www.pravoslavie.ru/put/3895.htm
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Sunday Before the Nativity of Christ:

The Need for Inner Stillness

Hebrews 11:9-10; 17:23, 32-40 (Epistle)/Matthew 1:1-25 (Gospel)

recorded by St Matthew, says that they came at a time when the sun had not “yet
risen.” It is in this moment of pre-dawn twilight, that St Joseph the Betrothed
“determined to conduct himself ... by a higher rule than the law.” What this makes
Joseph’s response to the Incarnation all the more extraordinary is that while “grace was
appearing” (The Gospel of Matthew, 4.4, quoted in ACCS, NT, vol Ia: Matthew, pp.
14, 15) it had not yet done so fully.
Much like the Mother of God, I imagine Joseph “pondered” in his heart (see Luke
2:19), all the events surrounding his betrothal the Mary. But where the Theotokos medi-
ates on the revelation of divine grace as she moved from “glory to glory” (2 Corinthians
3:18), Joseph is confronted with the harder edge of these same events. Where Mary feels the
weight of divine favor, Joseph feels the burden of betrayal and shame. “Now the birth of Jesus
Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public ex-
ample, was minded to put her away secretly” (Matthew 1: 18-20). Even as Mary is overwhelmed by joy, Joseph is over-
whelmed by sorrow.

But painful though this is for him, Joseph does not suffer his situation passively. His meditation on events is not an
exercise in self-pity. Much less does he respond with anger or a desire to hurt the woman who—wrongly as it turns out—
hurt him. Even if his plan to divorce Mary quietly is the wrong response, it still, as Chrysostom points out, reveals Joseph to
be a man “so free from the passion of jealousy as to be unwilling to cause distress to the Virgin, even in the slightest way.”
The events of the Gospel show Joseph to be “a man of exceptional self-restraint, freed” (p. 14) from the tyranny of the
passions. If, unlike the Theotokos, he is a sinner, he is a sinner adept in ascetical struggle. He is a man free from jealousy
even when “the burden of Mary’s own womb entirely convicted her” and gave support to Joseph’s worst fears. Joseph, even
when he is wrong, is a man who has by God’s grace mastered himself.

And he has done so because he has mastered his imagination.

Living as we do in a media soak culture, we sometime underestimate the power of the mental images that we carry
around in our own heads. And not just the picture, but the ideas and the feelings we associate with these images are also a
potential danger. Gift though it is, sin has deformed the imagination and made it a source of static that drowns out the quiet
word God utters in our hearts. Listening as I do to the noise of my own making, I’'m become deaf to God’s gentle whisper
(see 1 Kings 19:11-13).

St Ephraim the Syrian says, this noise, “the wind, the earthquake..., the fire” that drowns out the voice of God in
my heart is a sign of that “final day of judgment” (see, One the First Book of Kings, 19.11, quoted in ACCS, OT, vol V:
1-Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, p118). Joseph hears the noise of his own sin and silences it; he cuts off
his own thoughts. This why he can hear and understand the angel’s reassurance to him. Joseph for all his struggles and
doubts is a man who stands ready to believe, ready to obey, and ready to sacrifice himself for the sake of others.

Because of St Joseph’s inner stillness it is as if the angel says to him,

“You never touched the Virgin. Nevertheless I am giving you the honor of giving a name to the One Who is to be
born. For you, Joseph, shall name Him. For though the Offspring is not your own, ... you are called to exhibit a father’s
care toward Him” (The Gospel of Matthew, 4.6, quoted in ACCS, NT, vol la: Matthew, p. 17).

By his faith, by his commitment to struggle against his own sinfulness, Joseph becomes like a father to his Creator.
Through inner stillness and an obedient heart, he is given the grace of being called father by the Son of God.

As we come now to the last days before our Lord’s Nativity, let us not simply fast from food but from “vain
thoughts and evil imaginations,” from the noise of sin so that on Christmas we can feast not only according to the body but
above all according to the spirit.

S t John Chrysostom, referring to the events surrounding our Lord’s Nativity

+Fr Gregory
http://palamas.info/?p=7318
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18-ro — O054b Bb LIEpKOBHOMb 3a4b
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AnBaps. 2012 rosa
Bb cybborty 7-ro

“Pot-luck” Bb 11IepKOBHOMD 3245
nocas Autyprin.

Bb cy60oty 14-ro
ITpuxoackas Eaka mocas Autyprin.

B Bockpecenbe 15-ro
IIpa3aHnanbIi 00BAD yCTPOEHD
CecTtpnuecTBOM.

Announcements

December
18th: Dinner in the church hall &
Part III of Father Rector’s Pilgrimage

[anuary, 2012
Saturday the 7th

“Pot-luck” Dinner in the church hall

Saturday the 14th
Christmas “Yolka”
after Divine Liturgy

Sunday the 15th
Festal Dinner prepared
by the Sisterhood
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