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Ïðåäñòîÿòåëü Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè îòâ¼òèëú 
íà âîïðîñû ðåäàêöiè 
«Â¼ñòíèêà» Îäåññêîé 
Äóõîâíîé Ñåìèíàðiè 

 - Âàøå Âûñîêîïðåî-
ñâÿùåíñòâî! Âú ìà¼ 
ýòîãî ãîäà ñîâåðøèëîñü 
äîëãîæäàííîå âîçñîåèíåíiå 
äâóõú â¼òâåé Ðóññêîé 
Öåðêâè. Êîíå÷íî, çíàåíiå 
ýòîãî ñîáûòiÿ âî âñåé 
ïîëíîò¼ ìîæíî áóäåòú 
îö¼íèòü òîëüêî ÷åðåçú îïðå-
ä¼ëåííîå âðåìÿ. Êàêú Âû íà 
äàííûé ìîìåíòú îö¼íèâàåòå 
ïîñë¼äñòâiÿ âîçñòàíîâëåíiÿ 
åâõàðèñòè÷åñêàãî è êàíîíè-
÷åñêàãî îáùåíiÿ ìåæäó 
ÐÏÖ è ÐÏÖÇ? 
 - Âú ñîñòîÿâøåìñÿ 
âîçñòàíîâëåíiè öåðêîâíàãî 
åäèíñòâà Ãîñïîäü «êð¼ïîñòü 
ëþäÿìú Ñâîèìú äàëú, 
Ãîñïîäü áëàãîñëîâèëú 
ëþäåé Ñâîèõú ìèðîìú». 
Ýòîòú ìèðú óêð¼ïèòú íàñú 
âú ñâèä¼òåëüñòâ¼ Õðè-
ñòîâîìú, óêð¼ïèòú íàñú 
âú íàøåìú îáùåìú ä¼ë¼ 
ñëóæåíiÿ Õðèñòîâîé 
Öåðêâè, âú ñîõðàíåíiè è 
ðàñïðîñòðàíåíiè íàøèõú 
ñâÿòîðóññêèõú èäåàëîâú 
êàêú âú Îòå÷åñòâ¼, òàêú è çà åãî ïðåä¼ëàìè. Ãëàâíîå, æèòü 
âú ìèð¼, îêàçûâàòü äðóãú äðóãó ïîìîùü è ïîääåðæêó âú 
öåðêîâíîìú ä¼ëàíiè, ïîäàâàÿ äðóãèìú ïðèì¼ðú ëþáâè, 
ñìèðåíiÿ, òåðï¼íiÿ è äîáðîé õðèñòiàíñêîé æèçíè.
 - Âîçñòàíîâëåíiå åâõàðèñòè÷åñêàãî îáùåíiÿ, 
íàøåäøåå ñâîå âûðàæåíiå âú ñîâì¼ñòíîìú áîãîñëóæåíiè 

è ïðè÷àùåíiè îòú åäèíîé åâõàðèñòè÷åñêîé ÷àøè, - ýòî 
òîëüêî íà÷àëî âîçñòàíîâëåíiÿ 
ïîëíàãî åäèíñòâà è ïîíèìàíiÿ 
ìåæäó ÷àäàìè Ðóññêîé 
Öåðêâè âú Îòå÷åñòâ¼ è âú 
ðàçñ¼ÿíiè ñóùèìè. Êàêèìè 
Âû âèäèòå ïåðñïåêòèâû ýòîãî 
îáúåäèíåíiÿ?
 - Óïîâàþ, ÷òî äîñòèãíóòîå 
íàìè, ñú Áîæiåé ïîìîùüþ, 
åäèíñòâî ïîìîæåòú íàìú «âú 
ìið¼ ñåìú, ïðåëþáîä¼éíîìú 
è ãð¼øíîìú», ñîõðàíèòü 
âåëèêîå íàñë¼äiå Ðóññêîé 
Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè è íàøèõú 
ïðåäêîâú, ñòðåìèâøèõñÿ âú 
æèçíè âîïëîùàòü åâàíãåëüñêiå 
çàâ¼òû. Ãëàâíàÿ ö¼ëü Ðóñ-
ñêîé Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè 
– ñîõðàíèòü â¼ðó, ÿçûêú è 
íàøó êóëüòóðó, ïðîïèòàííóþ 
äóõîâíîñòüþ Ñâÿòîé Ðóñè, 
ãîâîðèòü ïðàâäó î Ðîññiè 
èñòîðè÷åñêîé è ñîâðåìåííîé, 
è òàêèìú îáðàçîìú ïîñëóæèòü 
è ïîìî÷ü åé, íàõîäÿñü çä¼ñü, 
íà Çàïàä¼. Íî ìû äîëæíû 
íå òîëüêî ñîõðàíÿòü Ðîññiþ 
è âñÿ÷åñêè ñëóæèòü åé, ìû 
äîëæíû ä¼ëèòüñÿ ò¼ìú, ÷òî ìû 
èì¼åìú ñú îêðóæàþùèìè íàñú 
àìåðèêàíöàìè, åâðîïåéöàìè, 
àâñòðàëiéöàìè è ò.ä. Öåðêîâíîå 
åäèíñòâî ïîìîæåòú íàìú ñî-

õðàíèòü æèâóþ ñâÿçü ñú íàøèìè èñòîêàìè, ñú íàøèìú 
ðîäíûìú ïðåäàíiåìú, à ýòî áóäåòú òîëüêî ñïîñîáñòâîâàòü 
îñóùåñòâëåíiþ ò¼õú çàäà÷ú, êîòîðûÿ ñòîÿòú ïåðåäú íàìè.
 - Ïóòü êú äîëãîæäàííîìó åäèíñòâó áûëú 
äîñòàòî÷íî òðóäíûìú: è ñú òîé è ñú äðóãîé ñòîðîíû 
íåîäíîêðàòíî áûëà ñëûøíà êðèòèêà, í¼êîòîðûìè 
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âûñêàçûâàëîñü íåïîíèìàíiå è íåïðiÿòiå ïðîöåññà 
âîçñîåäèíåíiÿ. Íàñêîëüêî ñåé÷àñú ýòà ïðîáëåìà 
àêòóàëüíà äëÿ ÐÏÖÇ è êàêiÿ Âû âèäèòå ïóòè åå ð¼øåíiÿ?
 - Íåäàâíåå ïîñ¼ùåíiå åïàðõié Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé 
Öåðêâè îôèöiàëüíîé äåëåãàöiåé Ìîñêîâñêàãî Ïàòðiàðõàòà, 
ñîïðîâîæäàþùåé «Äåðæàâíóþ» èêîíó Áîæiåé Ìàòåðè, 
è ï¼â÷èìè Ñð¼òåíñêàãî õîðà, ó÷àñòâîâàâøèìè âú 
òîðæåñòâåííûõú áîãîñëóæåíiÿõú ïî ñëó÷àþ âîçñòàíîâëåíiÿ 
ïîëíîòû áðàòñêàãî îáùåíiÿ âíóòðè Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
Öåðêâè, ïðèíåñëî êîëîññàëüíóþ ïîëüçó âñ¼ìú ÷àäàìú 
íàøåé Öåðêâè. Ýòî ñîâì¼ñòíîå ïðàçäíîâàíiå, ýòà 
ñîâì¼ñòíàÿ ìîëèòâà ó «Äåðæàâíîé» èêîíû îòêðûëà 
ãëàçà ìíîãèìú ïðîòèâÿùèìñÿ òîìó, ÷òî ïðîèçîøëî 17 
ìàÿ, à ñîìí¼âàþùèõñÿ âú ïðàâèëüíîñòè íàøåãî ïóòè 
– îáðàäîâàëà, îáîäðèëà è óòâåðäèëà âú èñòèí¼. Ñî 
âðåìåíåìú, êîíå÷íî, íàøå åäèíñòâî åùå áîë¼å óêð¼ïèòñÿ, 
âîçðàñòåòú è ïðèíåñåòú ïëîäû, êîòîðûå, êàêú ÿ íàä¼þñü, 
óá¼äÿòú óøåäøèõú îòú Öåðêâè.
 Ñú äðóãîé ñòîðîíû, ìí¼ êàæåòñÿ, ÷òî íàøè ãîñòè 
èçú Ðîññiè óá¼äèëèñü âú òîìú, ÷òî ìû íèêîãäà íå îòõîäèëè 
îòú Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè, à âñåãäà æèëè åå 
æèçíüþ. 
 - Êàêîâî îòíîøåíiå ÐÏÖÇ êú «âðåìåííîìó 
âûñøåìó öåðêîâíîìó óïðàâëåíiþ ÐÏÖÇ», êîòîðîå 
ñîçäàíî åïèñêîïîìú Àãàôàíãåëîìú (Ïàøêîâñêèìú), 
îáúÿâèâøèìú ñåáÿ Ïðåäñ¼äàòåëåìú ÂÂÖÓ ÐÏÖÇ?
 - Àðõiåðåéñêié Ñ¾íîäú çàïðåòèëú åïèñêîïà 
Àãàôàíãåëà âú ñâÿùåííîñëóæåíiè çà áóíòú ïðîòèâú ñâîåãî 
Ñâÿùåííîíà÷àëiÿ è ó÷èíåíiå ðàñêîëà. Êú ñîæàëåíiþ, 
í¼êîòîðûå, ñîáëàçíèâøèñü åãî ïîâåäåíiåìú, ïîñë¼äîâàëè çà 
íèìú, äóìàÿ, ÷òî îíè ýòèìú ñïàñàþòú Öåðêîâü, ò.å. ïîëó÷àåòñÿ 
ò.í. «ñåðãiàíñòâî» íàîáîðîòú. Ïîêîéíàãî Ïàòðiàðõà Ñåðãiÿ 
îáâèíÿþòú âú òîìú, ÷òî îíú ïûòàëñÿ «ñïàñòè Öåðêîâü», 
íàëàäèâú îòíîøåíiÿ ñú ñîâ¼òñêîé âëàñòüþ. À âîæäè ò.í. 
«ÂÂÖÓ ÐÏÖÇ» ñîâåðøåííî îòâåðíóëèñü îòú Öåðêâè, 
ïûòàÿñü åå ñïàñòè îòú âîëè Áîæiåé, ïðèâåäøåé íàñú êú 
ïðèìèðåíiþ, åäèíñòâó è ïîëíîìó îáùåíiþ. Ìí¼ õî÷åòñÿ 
íàä¼ÿòüñÿ, ÷òî ìíîãiå îòêàæóòñÿ îòú ïóòè, èçáðàííàãî 
âëàäûêîé Àãàôàíãåëîìú, êîãäà îíè óâèäÿòú, ÷òî ýòî íå 
ä¼ëî Áîæiå, íå ä¼ëî Ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú è Ó÷èòåëåé Öåðêâè. 
À îñòàâøiåñÿ ñú «ÂÂÖÓ ÐÏÖÇ» ïîòîìú áóäóòú æàë¼òü, 
÷òî íå ó÷àñòâîâàëè, íå âëèëèñü âú ïðîöåññú âîçðîæäåíiÿ 
Ðóññêîé Öåðêâè è íàøåãî ìíîãîñòðàäàëüíàãî íàðîäà, î 
÷åìú ìå÷òàëè ñâÿòèòåëü Øàíõàéñêié è Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèññêié 
Iîàííú è îñíîâîïîëîæíèêè Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè, 
âûñêàçûâàíiÿìè, êîòîðûõú ìû ðóêîâîäñòâîâàëèñü, èçó÷àÿ 
èñòîêè ðóññêàãî öåðêîâíàãî ðàçä¼ëåíiÿ.
 - Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêîâüþ èìåíóåòúú ñåáÿ 
òàêæå è ãðóïïà, âîçãëàâëÿåìàÿ Àíòîíiåìú Îðëîâûìú. 
Êàêú ÐÏÖÇ îòíîñèòñÿ êú ýòîìó?
 - Êú ýòîé ãðóïï¼, âîçãëàâëÿåìîé Îðëîâûìú, 
ìû íèêàêú íå ìîæåìú ñåðüåçíî îòíîñèòüñÿ. Ýòî ëþäè, 
êîòîðûå îáâèíÿþòú âñ¼õú è âñÿ â åðåñè è âî âñÿêèõú 
ãð¼õàõú, îïðàâäûâàÿ òàêèìú îáðàçîìú ñâîå êàíîíè÷åñêè-
ñêîëüçêîå ïîëîæåíiå è èçá¼ãàÿ ïðåùåíié ñî ñòîðîíû 
ñâîåãî çàêîííàãî Ñâÿùåííîíà÷àëiÿ. Âîæäè ýòîé ãðóïïû 
îñë¼ïëåíû ãîðäîñòüþ, ñàìîìí¼íiåìú, âëàñòîëþáiåìú è 

æåëàíiåìú èãðàòü êàêóþ-òî ðîëü. Ãëàâà ýòîé ãðóïïû, êú 
ñîæàëåíiþ, íå èì¼åòú íè áîãîñëîâñêàãî îáðàçîâàíiÿ, íè 
÷óòüÿ êú âñåëåíñêîìó äóõó ó÷àñòiÿ âú æèçíè âñåé Õðèñòîâîé 
Öåðêâè, êú äóõó öåðêîâíîé ñîáîðíîñòè. À ýòî îòðàæàåòñÿ è 
íà âñ¼õú îñòàëüíûõú åãî «àðõiåðååâú», êîòîðûå ñòàëè äðóãú 
äðóãà îòëó÷àòü, ñîçäàâàÿ íîâûå «ñ¾íîäû» è ò.ä. Ïîñë¼äíåå 
åñòü ÿâíûé ïðèçíàêú ïàãóáíàãî ðàñêîëà. Ìîëþñü î òîìú, 
÷òîáû Ãîñïîäü âðàçóìèëú ýòèõú ëþäåé, êîòîðûå ïðèâîäÿò 
âú çàáëóæäåíiå ñâîèõú ïàñîìûõú, ïîñë¼äîâàâøèõú çà 
íèìè.
 - Íà êàíîíè÷åñêîé òåððèòîðiè Öåðêâè âú 
Îòå÷åñòâ¼ ä¼éñòâóåòú è ò.í. èñòèííî-ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ 
öåðêîâü, ïîäú óïðàâëåíiåìú Òèõîíà Ïàñå÷íèêà? 
Ñóùåñòâóåòú ëè âú ÐÏÖÇ ñ¾íîäàëüíûå ð¼øåíiÿ î 
ïðèçíàíiè èëè íåïðèçíàíiè ýòîé ãðóïïû?
 - Âú àïð¼ë¼ òåêóùåãî ãîäà Àðõiåðåéñêié Ñ¾íîäú 
ïðèíÿëú çàÿâëåíiå ïî ïîâîäó Òèõîíà Ïàñå÷íèêà, 
âú êîòîðîìú ìû ïðåäóïðåäèëè íàøå äóõîâåíñòâî è 
â¼ðóþùèõú î ñîâåðøåííîé íåêàíîíè÷íîñòè ýòîé ãðóïïû, 
ïðèçûâàÿ ñîìí¼âàþùèõñÿ âú ïîëüç¼ öåðêîâíàãî åäèíñòâà 
íå ñë¼äîâàòü ýòèìú ðàñêîëüíèêàìú. Ä¼ëî âú òîìú, ÷òî 
ýòó ãðóïïó âîçãëàâëÿëú ïîêîéíûé àðõiåïèñêîïú Ëàçàðü 
(Æóðáåíêî), óøåäøié âú ðàñêîëú è ïîä÷èíèâøiéñÿ ãðóïï¼ 
ëþäåé, ïîõèòèâøèõú ìèòðîïîëèòà Âèòàëiÿ (Óñòèíîâà; 
+ 2006 ã.), à ïîòîìú è îòú íèõú óøåäøié è îáðàçîâàâøié 
ñâîé ñîáñòâåííûé «ñ¾íîäú», ñîâåðøèâú íåçàêîííûÿ 
õèðîòîíiè. Ïîñë¼ åãî êîí÷èíû ýòó ãðóïïó âîçãëàâèëú 
Òèõîíú Ïàñå÷íèêú, êîòîðûé áûëú «õèðîòîíèñàíú» 
âëàäûêîé Ëàçàðåìú áåçú ñîáîðíàãî ñîãëàñiÿ ñâîåãî 
çàêîííàãî Ñâÿùåííîíà÷àëiÿ è âú ñîñòîÿíiè ðàñêîëà. 
Òàêèìú îáðàçîìú, ìû íèêàêú íå ìîæåìú ïðèçíàòü ýòó 
ãðóïïó, êîòîðàÿ ïîäú ñîáîé íå èì¼åòú àáñîëþòíî íèêàêîé 
öåðêîâíî-êàíîíè÷åñêîé ïî÷âû. Âú Õðèñòîâîé Öåðêâè 
ñóùåñòâóåòú îïðåä¼ëåííàÿ äèñöèïëèíà, óñòàíîâëåííàÿ 
êàíîíàìè Ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú, Âñåëåíñêèõú è Ïîì¼ñòíûõú 
Ñîáîðîâú, êîòîðûìè ìû äîëæíû ðóêîâîäñòâîâàòüñÿ âú 
íàøåé æèçíè, ÷òîáû âú íåé âñåãäà öàðèëè ïîðÿäîêú è 
áëàãî÷èíiå.
 - Êàêú èçâ¼ñòíî, Çàðóáåæíàÿ Öåðêîâü 
ðóêîïîëîæèëà àðõiåðååâú äëÿ ðÿäà ñòàðîñòèëüíûõú 
þðèñäèêöié. Êàê ñêëàäûâàþòñÿ îòíîøåíiÿ ñú ýòèìè 
þðèñäèêöiÿìè ïîñë¼ âîçñòàíîâëåíiÿ åäèíñòâà Ðóññêîé 
Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè?
 - Ðóññêàÿ Çàðóáåæíàÿ Öåðêîâü íèêîãäà 
îôèöiàëüíî íå ó÷àñòâîâàëà âú àðõiåðåéñêèõú õèðîòîíiÿõú 
äëÿ ñòàðîñòèëüíûõú þðèñäèêöié. Ýòè õèðîòîíiè áûëè 
ñîâåðøåíû îòä¼ëüíûìè iåðàðõàìè, ïðèíàäëåæàâøèìè 
Àðõiåðåéñêîìó Ñîáîðó íàøåé Öåðêâè, ïðè÷åìú 
Áëàæåíí¼éøié Ìèòðîïîëèòú Àíàñòàñié (Ãðèáàíîâñêié; + 
1965 ã.), âòîðîé ïî ñ÷åòó Ïåðâîiåðàðõú Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé 
Öåðêâè, áûëú ïðîòèâú ïðèçíàíiÿ ýòèõú ðóêîïîëîæåíié. 
Ñóäÿ ïî ïðîòîêîëàìú çàñ¼äàíié Àðõiåðåéñêàãî Ñ¾íîäà 
60-õú ãîäîâú, Ìèòðîïîëèò Àíàñòàñié âûñòóïàëú ïðîòèâú 
íàøåãî âì¼øàòåëüñòâà âú äÿëàõú Ãðå÷åñêîé Öåðêâè è 
ñêëîíÿëñÿ êú òîìó, ÷òîáû ïðåäàòü öåðêîâíîìó ñóäó ò¼õú 
àðõèïàñòûðåé, êîòîðûå ó÷àñòâîâàëè âú ýòèõú õèðîòîíiÿõú. 
Ò¼ìú íå ìåí¼å, îíú ýòîãî íå ñä¼ëàëú, îãðàíè÷èâøèñü ëèøü 
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ïåðâîñâÿòèòåëüñêèìú âíóøåíiåìú. Ïðè ìèòðîïîëèò¼ 
Ôèëàðåò¼ (Âîçíåñåíñêîìú; + 1985 ã.) ýòè õèðîòîíiè 
áûëè âñå-òàêè ïðèçíàíû, à ïîòîìú, âú ñåðåäèí¼ 70-õú 
ãîäîâú ïðîøëîãî ñòîë¼òiÿ, âèäÿ äðîáëåíiÿ ñðåäè ãðåêîâú-
ñòàðîñòèëüíèêîâú, Àðõiåðåéñêié Ñîáîðú ïðåêðàòèëú 
ìîëèòâåííîå îáùåíiå ñú íèìè.
 Îáùåíiå ñú «Ñ¾íîäîìú Ïðîòèâîñòîÿùèõú» 
ìèòðîïîëèòà Îðîïîññêàãî è Ôèëiéñêàãî Êèïðiàíà áûëî 
óñòàíîâëåíî Ñîáîðîìú íàøèõú åïèñêîïîâú âú 1994 ã. Êú 
ñîæàëåíiþ, ñòàðîñòèëüíîå äâèæåíiå âú Ãðåöiè, Áîëãàðiè 
è Ðóìûíiè íå ñî÷óâñòâóåòú èçáðàííîìó íàìè ïóòè 
âîçñòàíîâëåíiÿ åäèíñòâà âíóòðè Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
Öåðêâè. Êîíå÷íî, ÿ èõú óâàæàþ çà ëþáîâü êú òðàäèöiîííîìó 
Ïðàâîñëàâiþ, îäíàêî ýòî èõú ñòîÿíiå íå ïðèíåñåòú íè èìú, 
íè âñåé Âñåëåíñêîé Öåðêâè íèêàêîé ïîëüçû, åñëè îíè íå 
âñòóïÿòú âú äiàëîãú ñî ñâîèìè Ïîì¼ñòíûìè Öåðêâàìè 
íà ïðåäìåòú óðåãóëèðîâàíiÿ âñ¼õú ïðîáëåìú âú æèçíè 
Öåðêâè. Öåðêîâü âñåãäà ïðèñëóøèâàåòñÿ êú ìí¼íiþ ò¼õú, 
êòî ñîõðàíÿåòú ñú íåé åäèíñòâî, ïðåîäîëåâàÿ ïðîáëåìû è 
ñêîðáè âú åå í¼äðàõú, áîëåÿ åå áîëåçíÿìè.
 - Âàøå Âûñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî, èìåííî Âàìú 
âì¼ñò¼ ñî Ñâÿò¼éøèìú Ïàòðiàðõîìú Ãîñïîäü ñóäèëú 
ñêð¼ïèòü ïîäïèñÿìè àêòú, âîçñîåäèíÿþùié íàñèëüñòâåííî 
îòòîðãíóòûÿ äðóãú îòú äðóãà äâ¼ ÷àñòè åäèíàãî öåðêîâíàãî 
îðãàíèçìà, èìåííî Âû âì¼ñò¼ ñú àðõèïàñòûðÿìè è 
ïðåäñòàâèòåëÿìè äóõîâåíñòâà Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè 
âñòóïèëè âú ìîëèòâåííîå è åâõàðèñòè÷åñêîå îáùåíiå 
ñú Öåðêîâüþ âú Îòå÷åñòâ¼ ñóùåþ, âú ñîáîðíîìú õðàì¼ 
Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ ñîâåðøèâú Áîæåñòâåííóþ Ëèòóðãiþ. 
Êàêèìè áûëè Âàøè âïå÷àòëåíiÿ, êàêèìè âîñïîìèíàíiÿìè 
âú Âàøåé äóø¼ çàïå÷àòëåëîñü ýòî èñòîðè÷åñêîå 
ñîáûòiå?
 - Áîãîñëóæåíiÿ ýòèõú äíåé íàïîìíèëè ìí¼ 
ñëîâà Ïñàëìîï¼âöà, èáî âú ïðîöåññ¼ äiàëîãà, âú IV 
Âñåçàðóáåæíîìú Ñîáîð¼ è âú òîðæåñòâàõú, ñâÿçàííûõú ñú 
ïîäïèñàíiåìú Àêòà î êàíîíè÷åñêîìú îáùåíiè «ìèëîñòü è 
èñòèíà âñòð¼òèëèñü, ïðàâäà è ìèðú îáëîáûçàëèñü». Ýòè 
äíè, ïðîâåäåííûå âú ìîëèòâ¼ è áðàòñêîìú îáùåíiè, òàêæå 
íàïîìíèëè ìí¼ äðåâíþþ èêîíó ñâÿòûõú àïîñòîëîâú 
Ïåòðà è Ïàâëà, îáíèìàþùèõú è ïðèâ¼òñòâóþùèõú äðóãú 
äðóãà ïîñë¼ ïðèìèðåíiÿ. Òàêú è äâ¼ ÷àñòè åäèíîé Ðóññêîé 
Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè, îáíÿâú, îáëîáûçàâú è ïðèâ¼òñòâóÿ 
äðóãú äðóãà, ðàäîñòíî, è ñú áîëüøèìú äóõîâíûìú 
ïîäúåìîìú ñëóæèëè, ìîëèëèñü è ïðè÷àùàëèñü îòú 
åäèíîé ×àøè Õðèñòîâîé, òîðæåñòâóÿ íàäú âðàãîìú ðîäà 
÷åëîâ¼÷åñêàãî, âú òðóäíûå ãîäû ãîíåíié «ïîðàçèâøàãî 
ïàñòûðåé è ðàçñ¼ÿâøàãî îâåöú» Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
Öåðêâè.
 - Íåñîìí¼ííî, âîññòàíîâëåíiå îáùåíiÿ îòðàçèòñÿ 
íà âñ¼õú ñôåðàõú öåðêîâíîé æèçíè Ðóññêàãî Çàðóáåæüÿ. 
Êàêîâûìè íà Âàøú âçãëÿäú áóäóòú ïîñë¼äñòâiÿ åäèíåíiÿ 
äëÿ Ñâÿòî-Òðîèöêîé Ñåìèíàðiè?
 - ß íàä¼þñü, ÷òî ýòî óêðÿïèòú äîáðîå 
ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâî è áðàòñêiÿ ñâÿçè ìåæäó íàøåé ñåìèíàðiåé 
è äóõîâíûìè øêîëàìè êàêú Ìîñêîâñêàãî Ïàòðiàðõàòà, 
òàêú è äðóãèõú Ïîì¼ñòíûõú Ïðàâîñëàâíûõú Öåðêâåé.
 - Êú ñîæàëåíiþ, ýìèãðàíòû ïåðâîé âîëíû, 

ñîñòàâèâøiå êîñòÿêú ÐÏÖÇ, îäèíú çà îäíèìú óõîäÿòú 
âú â¼÷íîñòü. Íàñêîëüêî èõú ïîòîìêàìú, ðîäèâøèìñÿ 
âú ÷óæîé ýòíîÿçûêîâîé ñðåä¼, óäàåòñÿ ñîõðàíèòü ñâîþ 
íàöiîíàëüíóþ èäåíòè÷íîñòü è êàêîâà ïî ìí¼íiþ Âàøåãî 
Âûñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâà âú ýòîìú ðîëü Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ?
 - Âú ñëîæíûõú çàãðàíè÷íûõú óñëîâiÿõú 
ðóññêîñòü, ò.å. íàøà ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ â¼ðà, ÿçûêú è êóëüòóðà 
íàøåãî íàðîäà, ñîõðàíÿåòñÿ òîëüêî ïðè Öåðêâè, äî 
ñèõú ïîðú âîñïèòûâàþùåé ïîäðàñòàþùåå ïîêîëåíiå âú 
ñîîòâ¼òñòâóþùåìú öåðêîâíîìú, ñâÿòîðóññêîìú äóõ¼, 
ïðèâèâàþùåé ëþáîâü êú Öåðêâè è Îòå÷åñòâó. Ïðè 
íàøèõú õðàìàõú ñóùåñòâóþòú ðóññêiÿ öåðêîâíûÿ øêîëû, 
âú êîòîðûõú ä¼òè îáó÷àþòñÿ Çàêîíó Áîæüåìó, ðóññêîìó 
ÿçûêó, ðóññêîé èñòîðiè è ëèòåðàòóð¼; ñóùåñòâóþòú 
ìîëîäåæíûå êðóæêè, ñú êîòîðûìè ðàáîòàþòú ñâÿùåííèêè. 
Ë¼òîìú ïðîâîäÿòñÿ ëàãåðÿ, óñòðàèâàþòñÿ ñú¼çäû äëÿ 
ìîëîäåæè. Åñëè ìû áóäåìú ïðîäîëæàòü ñë¼äîâàòü 
ïðèì¼ðó âîñïèòûâàâøèõú íàñú ñòàðûõú ýìèãðàíòîâú, 
ãîðåâøèõú ëþáîâüþ êú Öåðêâè, íàøåé èñòîðiè è êóëüòóð¼, 
ñîçäàâàâøèõú Çàðóáåæíóþ Ðóñü; åñëè ìû áóäåìú ä¼ëèòüñÿ 
ýòèìú áîãàòñòâîìú, ýòîé êðàñîòîé ñú ä¼òüìè è ìîëîäåæüþ; 
æèòü âñ¼ìú, ÷òî ìû ïîëó÷èëè îòú íàøèõú ïðåäêîâú, òî, 
êàêú ÿ óâ¼ðåíú, Ãîñïîäü ïîìîæåòú íàìú çàæå÷ü ìîëîäûõú 
ëþäåé ýòîé ëþáîâüþ èëè, ïî êðàéíåé ì¼ð¼, çàëîæèòü âú 
èõú ñåðäöà äîáðîå ñåìÿ, êîòîðîå ïðèíåñåòú ïëîäú.
 - Âàìú, äîðîãîé Âëàäûêà, Ãîñïîäü áëàãîñëîâèëú 
íåñòè ñâîé ñâÿòèòåëüñêèé ïîäâèãú âú Ñîåäèíåííûõú 
Øòàòàõú Àìåðèêè, ãä¼ ñóùåñòâóþòú í¼ñêîëüêî 
ïðàâîñëàâíûõú þðèñäèêöié. Êàêîâà, ïî Âàøåìó ìí¼íiþ, 
ñóäüáà Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ âú Àìåðèê¼ âú êîíòåêñò¼ àêòà î 
âîçñîåäèíåíiè ìåæäó Ìîñêîâñêèìú Ïàòðiàðõàòîìú è 
Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêîâüþ è êàêîâà âú ýòîìú ðîëü ÐÏÖÇ?
 - Ïðèñíîïàìÿòíûé àðõiåïèñêîïú Âèòàëié 
(Ìàêñèìåíêî; + 1960 ã.), ìíîãî ïîòðóäèâøiéñÿ ðàäè 
ðóññêàãî ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ä¼ëà ñíà÷àëà âú Ïî÷àåâ¼ è íà 
Êàðïàòàõú, à ïîòîìú è âú Àìåðèêàíñêîé Ðóñè, ãîâîðèëú, 
÷òî ñòàâú åïèñêîïîìú, îíú äàëú îá¼ùàíiå Áîãó: «âñ¼ ñèëû 
îòäàâàòü íà óìèðîòâîðÿþùóþ ðàáîòó âú Öåðêâè». ß ñ÷èòàþ, 
÷òî ìû äîëæíû ñë¼äîâàòü åãî ïðèì¼ðó, ò.å. ñòàðàòüñÿ 
æèòü âú ìèð¼ è ä¼ëàòü ä¼ëî Áîæiå, ñâèä¼òåëüñòâîâàòü î 
Õðèñò¼, «ðàáîòàÿ Ãîñïîäåâè ñî ñòðàõîìú è ðàäóÿñÿ Åìó 
ñú òðåïåòîìú». Âú åäèíåíiè – íàøà ñèëà, íàøå ñïàñåíiå. 
Åñëè ìû áóäåìú ðàáîòàòü ñîâì¼ñòíî, âì¼ñò¼ íåñòè ä¼ëî 
Áîæiå, ïðîïîâ¼äîâàòü âñ¼ìú íå ñòîëüêî ñëîâàìè, ñêîëüêî 
ïðèì¼ðîìú íàøåé äîáðîé õðèñòiàíñêîé æèçíè, áðàòñêîé 
ëþáâè, ìèðíàãî ñîñóùåñòâîâàíiÿ, òåðï¼íiÿ è ñìèðåíiÿ, òî 
áëàãîñëîâåíiå Áîæiå, Åãî êð¼ïîñòü, ñèëà è ïîìîùü áóäóòú 
íàìú ñîïóñòâîâàòü âú íàøåìú ñëóæåíiè Åìó è Åãî ëþäÿìú. 
Ìîëþ Áîãà î òîìú, ÷òîáû ìû âîïëîùàëè âú æèçíü ýòîòú 
çàâ¼òú Àââû Âèòàëiÿ, í¼êîãäà âîçãëàâëÿâøàãî íàøå 
ïî÷àåâñêîå ò¾ïîãðàôñêîå áðàòñòâî. 
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 Ïðè îáðàçîâàíiè þíîøåñòâà î ÷åìú íàäî 
áîëüøå âñåãî ñòàðàòüñÿ? Î òîìú, ÷òîáû ñòÿæàòü “åìó 
ïðîñâ¼ùåííà î÷åñà ñåðäöà” (Åô. 1, 18). Íå çàì¼÷àåòå 
ëè, ÷òî ñåðäöå íàøå - ïåðâûé ä¼ÿòåëü âú íàøåé 
æèçíè, è âî âñ¼õú ïî÷òè ïîçíàíiÿõú íàøèõú çð¼íiå 
ñåðäöåìú èçâ¼ñòíûõú èñòèíú (èäåÿ) ïðåäøåñòâóåòú 
óìñòâåííîìó ïîçíàíiþ? Áûâàåòú òàêú ïðè ïîçíàíiÿõú: 
ñåðäöå âèäèòú ðàçîìú, íåðàçä¼ëüíî, ìãíîâåííî; ïîòîìú 
ýòîòú åäèíè÷íûé àêòú çð¼íiÿ ñåðäå÷íàãî ïåðåäàåòñÿ 
óìó è âú óì¼ ðàçëàãàåòñÿ íà ÷àñòè, ÿâëÿþòñÿ îòä¼ëû: 
ïðåäûäóùåå, ïîñë¼äóþùåå; çð¼íiå ñåðäöà âú óì¼ 
ïîëó÷àåòú àíàëèçú ñâîé. Èäåÿ ïðèíàäëåæèòú ñåðäöó, 
à íå óìó - âíóòðåííåìó ÷åëîâ¼êó, à íå âí¼øíåìó. 
Ïîýòîìó âåñüìà âàæíîå ä¼ëî “ïðîñâ¼ùåííà î÷åñà 
ñåðäöà” ïðè âñ¼õú ïîçíàíiÿõú, íî îñîáåííî ïðè 
ïîçíàíiè èñòèíú â¼ðû è ïðàâèëú íðàâñòâåííîñòè.
 Ðîäèòåëè è âîñïèòàòåëè! Îñòåðåãàéòå ä¼òåé 
ñâîèõú ñî âñåþ çàáîòëèâîñòèþ îòú êàïðèçîâú ïðåäú 
âàìè, èíà÷å ä¼òè ñêîðî çàáóäóòú ö¼íó âàøåé ëþáâè, 
çàðàçÿòú ñâîå ñåðäöå çëîáîþ, ðàíî ïîòåðÿþòú ñâÿòóþ, 
èñêðåííþþ, ãîðÿ÷óþ ëþáîâü ñåðäöà, à ïî äîñòèæåíiè 
ñîâåðøåííàãî âîçðàñòà ãîðüêî áóäóòú æàëîâàòüñÿ 
íà òî, ÷òî âú þíîñòè ñëèøêîìú ìíîãî ëåëåÿëè èõú, 
ïîòâîðñòâîâàëè êàïðèçàìú èõú ñåðäöà. Êàïðèçú - 
çàðîäûøú ñåðäå÷íîé ïîð÷è, ðæà ñåðäöà, ìîëü ëþáâè, 
ñåìÿ çëîáû, ìåðçîñòü Ãîñïîäó.
 Íå îñòàâëÿéòå ä¼òåé áåçú âíèìàíiÿ 
îòíîñèòåëüíî èñêîðåíåíiÿ èçú ñåðäöà èõú ïëåâåëú 
ãð¼õîâú, ñêâåðíûõú, ëóêàâûõú è õóëüíûõú 

ïîìûøëåíié, ãð¼õîâíûõú ïðèâû÷åêú, íàêëîííîñòåé 
è ñòðàñòåé; âðàãú è ïëîòü ãð¼øíàÿ íå ùàäÿòú è ä¼òåé, 
ñåìåíà âñ¼õú ãð¼õîâú åñòü è âú ä¼òÿõú; ïðåäñòàâüòå 
ä¼òÿìú âñ¼ îïàñíîñòè ãð¼õîâú íà ïóòè æèçíè, íå 
ñêðûâàéòå îòú íèõú ãð¼õîâú, ÷òîáû îíè ïî íåâ¼äåíiþ 
è íåâðàçóìëåíiþ íå óòâåðäèëèñü âú ãð¼õîâíûõú 
íàâûêàõú è ïðèñòðàñòiÿõú, êîòîðûÿ ðàñòóòú è 
ïðèíîñÿòú ñîîòâ¼òñòâóþùiå ïëîäû ïî ïðèõîä¼ ä¼òåé 
âú âîçðàñòú.
 Ïðè îáðàçîâàíiè ÷ðåçâû÷àéíî âðåäíî ðàçâèâàòü 
òîëüêî ðàññóäîêú è óìú, îñòàâëÿÿ áåçú âíèìàíiÿ 
ñåðäöå, - íà ñåðäöå áîëüøå âñåãî íóæíî îáðàùàòü 
âíèìàíiå; ñåðäöå - æèçíü, íî æèçíü, èñïîð÷åííàÿ 
ãð¼õîìú; íóæíî î÷èñòèòü ýòîòú èñòî÷íèêú æèçíè, 
íóæíî çàæå÷ü âú íåìú ÷èñòûé ïëàìåíü æèçíè, òàêú, 
÷òîáû îíú ãîð¼ëú è íå óãàñàëú è äàâàëú íàïðàâëåíiå 
âñ¼ìú ìûñëÿìú, æåëàíiÿìú è ñòðåìëåíiÿìú ÷åëîâ¼êà, 
âñåé åãî æèçíè. Îáùåñòâî ðàñòë¼ííî èìåííî 
îòú íåäîñòàòêà âîñïèòàíiÿ õðèñòiàíñêàãî. Ïîðà 
õðèñòiàíàìú ïîíÿòü Ãîñïîäà, ÷åãî Îíú îòú íàñú 
õî÷åòú, - èìåííî Îíú õî÷åòú ÷èñòàãî ñåðäöà: “Áëàæåíè 
÷èñòiè ñåðäöåìú” (Ì³. 5, 8). Ïðèñëóøàéòåñü êú Åãî 
ñëàä÷àéøåìó ãëàñó âú Åâàíãåëiè. À èñòèííàÿ æèçíü 
íàøåãî ñåðäöà - Õðèñòîñú (“æèâåòú âî ìí¼ Õðèñòîñú”) 
(Ãàë. 2, 20). Íàó÷èòåñü âñ¼ ìóäðîñòè àïîñòîëà, ýòî íàøà 
îáùàÿ çàäà÷à - âñåëèòü â¼ðîþ Õðèñòà âú ñåðäöå.
 ×åëîâ¼êú, ãîâîðÿòú, ñâîáîäåíú, åãî íåëüçÿ 
èëè åìó íå äîëæíî ñåáÿ ïðèíóæäàòü íè âú â¼ð¼, íè âú 
ó÷åíiè. Ãîñïîäè, ïîìèëóé! Êàêîå äiàâîëüñêîå ìí¼íiå! 
Åñëè íå ïîíóæäàòü, òî ÷òî æå ïîñë¼ ýòîãî âûéäåòú 
èçú ëþäåé? Íó, ÷òî âûéäåòú èçú òåáÿ, ãëàøàòàé 
íîâîâûìûøëåííûõú ïðàâèëú, åñëè òû íå áóäåøü 
ïðèíóæäàòü ñåáÿ íè êú ÷åìó äîáðîìó, à áóäåøü æèòü 
òàêú, êàêú ðàñïîëàãàåòú òåáÿ æèòü òâîå ïîðî÷íîå 
ñåðäöå, òâîé ãîðäûé, áëèçîðóêié è ñë¼ïîé ðàçóìú, 
òâîÿ ãð¼øíàÿ ïëîòü? Ñêàæè, ÷òî èçú òåáÿ âûéäåòú? 
Ðàçâ¼ òû íå ïðèíóæäàåøü ñåáÿ íè êú ÷åìó, íå ãîâîðþ 
ïðÿìî äîáðîìó, à õîòÿ äîëæíîìó è ïîëåçíîìó? 
Êàêú ìîæíî îáîéòèñü áåçú ïðèíóæäåíiÿ ñåáÿ? Êàêú 
ìîæíî è õðèñòiàíú íå ïîáóæäàòü è íå ïðèíóæäàòü 
êú èñïîëíåíiþ ïðåäïèñàíié â¼ðû è áëàãî÷åñòiÿ? Íå 
ñêàçàíî ëè âú Ñâÿùåííîìú Ïèñàíiè, ÷òî “Öàðñòâiå 
Íåáåñíîå íóäèòñÿ”, ÷òî “íóæäíèöû âîñõèùàþòú 
å” (Ì³. II, 12)? À êàêú íå ïðèíóæäàòü îñîáåííî 
ìàëü÷èêîâú êú ó÷åíiþ, êú ìîëèòâ¼? ×òî èçú íèõú 
âûéäåòú? Íå ë¼íèâöû ëè? Íå øàëóíû ëè? Íå íàó÷àòñÿ 
ëè îíè âñÿêîìó çëó?

http://lib.eparhia-saratov.ru/books/noauthor/upbringing/14.html

Âîñïèòàíiå ä¼òåé
Ñâÿòîé ïðàâåäíûé Iîàííú Êðîíøòàäòñêié
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 Âú îêòÿáð¼ ñåãî ãîäà Ñâÿòî-Âîçíåñåíñêàÿ öåðêîâü 
âíîâü îòêðûëà ïðèõîäñêóþ øêîëó.
 Øêîëà èì¼åòú ñâîå íà÷àëî åùå ñú 1970-õú 
ãîäîâú, êîãäà îíà áûëà ïîäú ðóêîâîäñòîìú ó÷èòåëüíèöû 
Òàìàðû Èâàíîâíû Øèëüíèêîâîé. Âú ò¼ äíè ïðîãðàììà 
ñîñòîÿëàñü èçú ðóññêàãî ÿçûêà. Ïðèì¼÷àòåëüíî, ÷òî 
âñ¼ ó÷åíèêè Òàìàðû Èâàíîâíû ãîâîâÿòú ïî-ðóññêè äî 
ñèõú ïîðú. Ýòî åñòü âåëèêîå äîñòèæåíiå âú çàðóáåæíûõú 
óñëîâiÿõú.
 Âú 1986 ãîäó, êîãäà íàñòîÿòåëåìú áûëú íàçíà÷åíú 
ïðîòiåðåé Ïàâåëú Âîëìåíñêié, îíú ñðàçó âîøåëú âú 
ýòó ðàáîòó. Øêîëà ä¼éñòîâàëà ÷åòûðíàäöàòü ë¼òú. 
Çà ýòo âðåìÿ øêîëüíàÿ ïðîãðàììà áûëà äîïîëíåíà 
ïðåïîäàâàíiåìú Çàêîíà Áîæiÿ, öåðêîâíàãî ï¼íiÿ è 
èñòîðiè Ðîññiè. Ïðîäîëæàëàñü ïðåïîäîâàíiÿ ðóññêàãî 
ÿçûêà.
 Øêîëà óìíîæèëàñü. Ðàçä¼ëÿëè ó÷åíèêîâú íà òðè 
ãðóïïû. Ó÷åíèêàìú áûëî îòú ïÿòè äî øåñòíàäöàòè ë¼òú. 
Íàáèðàëèñü è äðóãiå ó÷èòåëÿ. Âú îäíî âðåìÿ áûëî äî 
òðèäöàòè ó÷åíêîâú è ÷åòûðå ïðåïîäàâàòåëÿ. Êàæäûé ãîäú 
øêîëà îðãàíèçîâàëà Ðîæäåñòâåíñêóþ åëêó...

 Ïîñë¼ ñåìèë¼òíÿãî ïåðåðûâà ìû âíîâü 
îòêðûëè øêîëó. Òàìàðà ²åîðäîðîâíà Ïðèëèïèíà ñú 
äî÷åðÿìè Âàëåé è Ióëåé, Îëüãà Ñòåïàíîâíà Ëóêèíà, 
Íàòàëiÿ Âëàäèìiðîâíà Ìàðòûíåíêî, è ìíîãî ðîäèòåëåé 
ïðèøëè íà ïîìîùü îòöó Ïàâëó âú ä¼ë¼ âîñïèòàíiÿ è 

ïîäíÿòiÿ ä¼òåé ïðèõîäà âú 
ðóññêî-ïðàâîñëàâíîìú äóõ¼. 
Êàêú âú ïðîøëîìú есть ó 
íàñú òðè ãðóïïû. Âîçðàñòú 
ó÷åíèêîâú îòú ÷åòûðåõú äî 
÷åòûðíàäöàòè ë¼òú. Îñíîâíàÿ 
ïðîãðàììà ñîñòîèòú èçú Çàêîíà 
Áîæiÿ, ÷òåíiÿ íà öåðêîâíî-
ñëàâÿíñêîìú ÿçûê¼, ðóñññêàãî 
ÿçûêà è ï¼íiÿ. Ìû âñòð¼÷àåìñÿ 
ïî ñóááîòàìú ñú 9:30 ÷àñîâú 
óòðà äî 12:30 ÷àñîâú äíÿ. 
Ïîêà ó íàñú îêîëî ïÿòíàäöàòè 
ó÷åíèêîâú, íî äâåðè øêîëû åùå 
îòêðûòû äðóãèìú!
 Ðàäîñòíî íàáëþäàòü 
êàê ä¼òè îõîòíî ïðèõîäÿòú âú 
øêîëó. Ñú êàêèìú ýíòóçiàçìîìú 
îíè çàíèìàþòñÿ. Íà çàíÿòiÿõú 
è íà äâîð¼ îíè ñîçäàþòú 
äðóæáó ñú îäíîêàøíèêàìè, 
êîòîðàÿ ïðîäîëæèòñÿ íà âñþ 
æèçíü. Ðîäèòåëè îêàçûâàþòú 
ñîëèäíóþ ïîääåðæêó ñâîèìú 
ïðèñóòñòâiåìú íà ó÷àñòê¼ âî 

âðåìÿ ÷àñîâú ðàáîòû øêîëû, 
ïðèãîòîâëåíiåìú âêóñíûõú îá¼äîâú è óáîðêîé çàëà ïîñë¼ 
çàíÿòié.

 Íàøà øêîëà èì¼åòú èçâ¼ñòíûÿ ïðàâèëà, êîòîðûÿ 
ïðåïîäîâàòåëè, ðîäèòåëè è ó÷åíèêè ñîãëàñèëèñü 
âûïîëíÿòü. Âíèçó ïåðå÷èñëÿåìú í¼ñêîëüêî èçú íèõú:

1) Ó÷åíèêè ïðèõîäÿòú íà ìîëèòâó ïåðåäú 
çàíÿòiåìú âî âðåìÿ âú 9:30 ÷àñîâú óòðà 
ãîòîâûìè çàíèìàòüñÿ äàííûìè ïðåäì¼òàìè.

2) Âñ¼ ó÷åíèêè íîñÿòú ôîðìó øêîëû: ìàëü÷èêè 
– á¼ëóþ ðóáàøêó è ñèíiå áðþêè, ä¼âóøêè 
– á¼ëóþ áëþçó è ñèíþþ þáêó.

3) Ïëàòà çà ó÷åáó – 25 äîëëàðîâú âú ìåñÿöú. 
Åñëè åñòü äâîå èëè áîëüøå ó÷åíèêîâú 
èçú îäíîé ñåìüè, òîãäà äàåòñÿ ñêèäêà. Ýòî 
ïîæåðòâîâàíiå ïîêðûâàåòú òåêóùiå ðàñõîäû 
ïðèõîäà è í¼êîòîðûå ìàòåðiàëû äëÿ ó÷åáû. 
Ó÷èòåëÿ ñëóæàòú øêîë¼ äîáðîâîëüíî. Îá¼äû 
ïðèíîñÿòú ðîäèòåëè.

4) Åñëè ïî êàêîé-íèáóäü âàæíîé ïðè÷èí¼, 
ó÷èíèêú îáÿçàíú óéòè ñî øêîëû äî îêîí÷àíiÿ 
çàíÿòié, òî íåîáõîäèìî çàðàí¼å ñîîáùèòü 
àäìèíèñòðàòîðó øêîëû, Òàìàð¼ ²åîäîðîâí¼, 
äî îò¼çäà. 

5) Îáùåå ãîâ¼íiå. Âñ¼ ïðåïîäàâàòåëè è ó÷åíèêè 
ãîâ¼þòú è ïðè÷àùàþòñÿ Ñâÿòûõú Õðèñòîâûõú 
Òàéíú âì¼ñò¼ äâà ðàçà âú ãîäú: íà Ïðàçäíèêú 
Ââåäåíiÿ âî Õðàìú Ïðåñâÿòîé Áîãîðîäèöû 
(èëè âú áëèæàéøåå âîñêðåñåíiå ïîñë¼) è âú 
Âåðáíîå Âîñêðåñåíiå. Èñïîâ¼äü âú êàíóíú 
ïðè÷àùåíiÿ – íåîáõîäèìî. 

Свято-Вознесенская
приходская школа
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The Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 
Interviewed By Odessa Seminary’s St Andrew’s Vestnik

 - Your Eminence: in May of this year, the long-awaited 
reunification of the two branches of the Russian Orthodox Church 
took place. Of course, the full meaning of this event can only be 
understood with time. How do you evaluate the results of the 
reestablishment of Eucharistic communion between the ROC and 
the ROCOR? 
 - In the reestablishment of ecclesiastical unity, the Lord “gave 
strength unto His people; the Lord blessed His people with peace . “ This 
peace strengthens us in witnessing Christ, strengthens us in the service 
of the Church of Christ, in the preservation and dissemination of our 
Holy Russian ideals both in the Fatherland and beyond its borders. The 
main thing is to live in peace, help one another and support each other 
in the work of the Church, showing others the example of love, humility, 
patience and the good Christian life. 
 - The reestablishment of Eucharistic communion, which is 
expressed in joint divine services and Holy Communion from one 
Eucharistic chalice, is only the beginning of the reestablishment of 
full unity and understanding between the flock of the Russian Church 
in the Homeland and abroad. How do you view this unification? 
 - I hope that the unity we achieved, with God’s help, will help 
us, “in this adulterous and sinful generation,” to keep the great legacy 
of the Russian Orthodox Church and of our ancestors, striving to live 
the testament of the Gospel. The main goal of the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside of Russia is to preserve our faith, language and culture, 
which is infused with the spirituality of Holy Russia, speaking the truth 
about historical and contemporary Russia and in such a way serve and 
help her here in the West. We must not only preserve Russia and serve 
her in every way possible but we must share that which we possess with 
the Americans, Europeans, Australians, etc, who surround us. Church 
unity will help us preserve the living bond with our origins, with our own 
legacy, and this will help achieve the challenges we face. 
 - The path to the long-awaited unity was difficult enough: 
there was criticism heard frequently from both sides, some people 
expressed misunderstanding and rejection of the process of 
reunification. How real is this problem now for ROCOR and how do 
you see the path towards their resolution? 
 - The recent tour throughout the dioceses of the Russian 
Church Abroad of an official delegation of the Moscow Patriarchate, 
which accompanied the “Reigning” Icon of the Mother of God, and 
Sretensky Choir, which participated in festive divine services celebrating 
the reestablishment of the fullness of brotherly communion within the 
Russian Orthodox Church, brought a colossal benefit to all the children 
of our Church. This joint celebration, this common prayer before the 
“Reigning” Icon opened the eyes of many who resisted that which 
occurred on May 17, and those who doubted the correctness of our 
path were gladdened, encouraged and edified in the truth. With time, of 
course, our unity will grow strong, it will blossom and bear fruits, which, 
I hope, will convince those who have left the Church. 
 Correspondingly, it seems to me that our guests from Russia 
became convinced that we never departed from the Russian Orthodox 
Church, and always lived within her. 
 - What is ROCOR’s attitude towards the “Temporary 

Supreme Ecclesiastical Administration of ROCOR,” created by 
Bishop Agathangel (Pashkovsky), who declared himself the President 
of the TSEA ROCOR? 
 - The Synod of Bishops suspended Bishop Agathangel from 
serving for his rebellion against his Ecclesiastical Hierarchy and for 
causing schism. Unfortunately, some, tempted by his behavior, followed 
him, thinking that in this way they are saving the Church, that is, it turns 
out to be “Sergianism” backwards. The late Patriarch Sergius is accused of 
trying to “save the Church” by establishing relations with the Soviet state. 
But the leaders of the so-called “TSEA ROCOR” turned completely 
away from the Church, trying to “save” her from the will of God, which 
has led us to reconciliation, unity and full communion. I would like to 
hope that many reject the path chosen by Vladyka Afathangel, when they 
see that this is not the work of God, of the Holy Fathers and Teachers of 
the Church. Those who remain in the TSEA ROCOR will later regret 
that they did not participate, did not join the process of the rebirth of the 
Russian Church and of our much-suffering people, that which St John 
of Shanghai and San Francisco and the founders of the Russian Church 
Abroad dreamt of, whose statements guided us as we studied the causes 
of the Russian church divisions. 
 - The group led by Anthony Orloff also calls itself the 
Russian Church Abroad. How does ROCOR view this? 
 - We cannot take the group headed by Orloff seriously. These 
are people who accuse everyone and everything of heresy and all sorts 
of sins, thereby justifying their canonically-tenuous situation as they 
dodge sanctions by their lawful Ecclesiastical Hierarchy. The leaders of 
this group are blinded by pride, self-regard, thirst for power and the need 
to play some sort of role. The head of this group, unfortunately, has no 
theological training, nor does he have a sense of the universal spirit of 
participating in the life of the entire Church of Christ, or the spirit of 
ecclesial catholicity. And this is reflected in all of his other “bishops” 
who have begun excommunicating each other, creating new “synods,” 
etc. This is a clear sign of fatal schism. I pray that the Lord grant reason 
to these people who lead their flock astray. 
 - A so-called “True Orthodox Church” exists on the 
canonical territory of the Church in the Fatherland, headed by 
Tikhon Pasechnik. Is there a Synodal decision in ROCOR of the 
recognition or rejection of this group? 
 - In April of this year, the Synod of Bishops made a statement 
with regard to Tikhon Pasechnik in which we warned our clergy and 
laity of the utter uncanonical status of this group, calling upon those 
who doubted the benefit of ecclesiastical unity not to follow these 
schismatics. The essence of the matter is that this group was headed by 
the late Archbishop Lazar (Zhurbenko), who departed into schism and 
submitted to a group of individuals who seized control of Metropolitan 
Vitaly (Oustinov, +2006). Later they left them and formed their own 
“synod,” committing several false episcopal consecrations. After his death, 
this group came to be headed by Pasechnik, who had been “consecrated” 
by Vladyka Lazar without Council approval by his lawful Ecclesiastical 
Hierarchy and while in schism. For this reason, we cannot in any way 
recognize this group, which has absolutely no ecclesiastical-canonical 
foundation supporting it. There is discipline within the Church of Christ, 
established by the canons of the Holy Fathers, the Ecumenical and Local 
Councils, which must guide us in our lives, for the sake of order and 
proper decorum. 

Interview with Metropolitan Lauras
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 - As we know, the Church Abroad consecrated bishops for 
several Old Calendar jurisdictions. What are the current relations 
with these jurisdictions after the reestablishment of unity of the 
Russian Orthodox Church? 
 - The Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia never 
officially participated in the episcopal consecrations of Old Calendar 
jurisdictions. These consecrations were performed by individual hierarchs 
who were members of our Council of Bishops of our Church, though 
Metropolitan Anastassy (Gribanovsky +1965) of blessed memory, the 
second of our Primates, was against recognizing these ordinations. Judging 
from the minutes of the meetings of the Synod of Bishops of the 1960’s, 
Metropolitan Anastassy spoke out against our interfering in the matters 
of the Greek Church and was inclined to subject those archpastors who 
participated in these consecrations to Spiritual Court. But he did not 
that, limiting himself to a First-Hierarchal rebuke. Under Metropolitan 
Philaret (Voznesensky, +1985), these consecrations were nevertheless 
recognized, and then, later in the mid-1970’s, seeing the fragmentation 
of the Old Calendar Greeks, the Council of Bishops ceased prayerful 
communion with them. 
 Communion with the “Synod in Resistance” 
of Metropolitan Cyprian of Oropos and Fili was 
established by our Council of Bishops in 1994. 
Unfortunately, the Old Calendar movements 
in Greece, Bulgaria and Romania do not 
sympathize with the path we chose of 
reestablishing unity within the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Of course, I respect 
them for their love for traditional 
Orthodoxy, still, their stand will not 
bring them or the Ecumenical Church 
any benefit if they do not enter into 
dialog with their Local Churches on 
regularizing the problems in the life of 
the Church. The Church always heeds 
the advice of those who preserve unity 
with her, overcoming problems and sorrows 
within her bosom, and suffering her pains. 
 - Your Eminence, the Lord bade you 
yourself together with His Holiness the Patriarch 
to execute the act which brought together the two parts 
of the one ecclesiastical organism which were forcefully separated; 
it was you yourself along with the archpastors and representatives 
of the clergy of the Church Abroad who entered into prayerful and 
Eucharistic communion with the Church in the Fatherland; you who 
celebrated Divine Liturgy in the Cathedral of Christ the Savior. What 
were impressions and reminiscences do you keep in your soul from 
this historic event? 
 - The divine services of those days reminded me of the words 
of the Psalm-singer, for in the process of dialog, during the IV All-
Diaspora Council and in the celebrations connected with the signing of 
the Act of Canonical Communion “Mercy and truth are met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” Those days of prayer and 
brotherly communion also reminded me of the ancient icon of SS Peter 
and Paul who embrace and greet each other after reconciliation. And 
so the two parts of one Russian Orthodox Church, having embraced, 
kissed and greeted one another, joyfully, with great uplifting of the spirit, 
served, prayed and communed of one Chalice of Christ, victorious over 
the enemy of mankind, who in the difficult days of persecution, “smote 
the shepherd and scattered the sheep.” 
 - Doubtless, the reestablishment of communion will be 

reflected in all spheres of ecclesiastical life of the Russian diaspora. 
What in your view will the consequences of unity be for Holy Trinity 
Seminary? 
 - I hope that this will bolster positive cooperation and brotherly 
ties between our Seminary and the theological schools of the Moscow 
Patriarchate as well as other Local Orthodox Churches. 
 - Unfortunately, émigrés of the first wave formed the 
backbone of ROCOR, and one by one they depart to eternity. To what 
extent are their successors, born in other ethno-lingual environs, able 
to preserve their national identity and what role, in Your Eminence’s 
opinion, does Orthodoxy serve in this area? 
 - In the difficult conditions of the diaspora, Russianness—
that is, our Orthodox faith, the language and culture of our people—is 
preserved only within the Church, which has so far reared the growing 
generation in accordance with the spirit of the Church and of Holy 
Russia, nurturing within them love for the Church and the Fatherland. 
There are Russian church schools at our parishes, in which children learn 
the Law of God, Russian language, Russian history and literature; there 

are youth circles ministered to by priests. In the summer 
there are camps, and youth conferences are organized. 

If we continue to follow the example of the older 
émigrés who educated us, who had fervent love 

for the Church, our history and culture, who 
created Russia Abroad; if we share this 

treasure, this beauty with our children 
and youth; if we live in everything we 
inherited from our ancestors, then I am 
certain that the Lord will help us ignite 
within our young people this love, or at 
the very least, we can plant within their 
hearts a good seed which will bring 
fruit. 

 - Dear Vladyka, the Lord blessed 
you to bear your episcopal podvig in the 

United States of America, where there 
are several Orthodox jurisdictions. What 

in your opinion is the fate of Orthodoxy 
in America within the context of the Act of 

Communion between the Moscow Patriarchate 
and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, 

and what role does ROCOR play? 
 - Archbishop Vitaly (Maximenko, +1960) of blessed memory, 
who labored greatly for the sake of Russian Orthodoxy, first in Pochaev 
and the Carpathians, later in Russian America, would say that by 
becoming a bishop, he gave a promise to God “to apply all his energies to 
pacification within the Church.” I feel that we must follow his lead, that 
is, we must try to live in peace and do the work of God, witness Christ, 
“Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” In unity lies our 
strength, our salvation. If we work together, carry forth God’s work, 
preach to all not only in word, but in deed, through good Christian life, 
brotherly love, peaceful coexistence, patience and humility, then God’s 
blessing His strength and aid will accompany us in serving Him and His 
people. I pray to God that we manifest this legacy of Abba Vitaly, who 
once headed our printing press.

http://www.russianorthodoxchurch.ws/synod/eng2007/10print_enmlvestnik.html

http://www.russianorthodoxchurch.ws/synod/eng2007/10print_enmlvestnik.html
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   A family is one body, and often the spiritual burden which lies 
upon it is divided among its members unequally.  It happens that children 
shoulder a load beyond their strength and pay with their health for the 
sins and failings of their parents. 
 Here is the case of one family I know.   A seven-year-old girl 
became gravely ill; she had a prolonged high fever which refused to 
break, the doctors were unable to determine the cause of the illness, 
and the parents were on the verge of despair. The girl's grandmother 
conveyed to them what one priest had said: the girl is sick because you 
do not go to confession nor communion, and your sins are weighing on 
the child.  Deeply affected by what they had been told, the parents began 
going to church; they repented of their sins, began partaking of the Holy 
Mysteries, and reformed their lives.  Their daughter's illness passed.  It 
had befallen her by God's allowance; through it the entire family was 
drawn close to the Church. 
 People sometimes wonder why it is that children suffer. 
All right, so we're sinful, but... It is, by the way, one of Dostoevsky's 
perennial concerns. The Brothers Karamazov, for example.  On 
grounds of human justice, the question is insoluble.  The answer can 
be found only through the perspective of eternity, of God's providence.  
Dostoevsky came to recognize this only after the death of his son, 
when he went to Optina to find some consolation and spoke to Elder 
Ambrose, although it was only just before his own death that he fully 
comprehended the spiritual meaning of the suffering of innocents. 
 My duties often take me to one of Moscow's homes for 
mentally-retarded children.  Many of them don't even get out of bed; 
many have been simply abandoned by their parents as though they 
were incurably diseased; here are children with severe developmental 
problems. They all suffer terribly, although many of them, because of 
their retardation, aren't aware of it. Entering this house is like stepping 
into the depths of hell. And yet, it is precisely here that one can sense the 
sweetness of paradise; it comes from the hearts of those who live with 
God. Here are many children who go to church and who love the Lord. 
 Children and suffering. How can one make any sense of it?  
How can one bear it? 
 After having been in the children's home, one leaves with 
a feeling that perhaps this world-which the enemy of the human race 
is trying to turn into one big "Disneyland," full of gum-chewing, 
grinning, senselessly happy robots-this fallen pornographic world is still 
hanging on only because there are children who, by their sufferings, are 
outweighing our godlessness and unrepentance in the scales of God's 
justice.  The fate of these children will be revealed in eternity.  Their 
sickness and "abnormalities" are manifestations only of this earthly 
life.  If God did not create death-which entered the world through man's 
falling away from God-He certainly did not create sickness. 
 Two and a half years ago there came to me for confession a 
sick twelve-year-old girl from this home.  She couldn't put two words 
together, she would spin around like a top; her abnormal expressions and 
constant grimacing, everything about her said "deranged".  And this girl 
began having confession and receiving communion each Sunday. 
 Within a year she felt a need for revelation of thoughts 
(whoever prays and confesses frequently understands what this means).  
The girl began leading such a vigilant spiritual life as would astonish 
even those who consider themselves deeply believing and churchly. She 
began to practice the Jesus Prayer ("Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner"), to battle against the devil's provocations, 

to forgive offenses, to endure everything.  In the course of several 
months she learned to read and write, all signs of debility disappeared, 
an imprint of spirituality appeared on her face.  Everything she did or 
said conveyed sensitivity and discernment. Whenever I saw her my heart 
contracted with a recognition of the sinfulness and falsehood in my own 
life. 
 Then she was transferred to another children's home, and 
for some time I did not see her.  But one day she came to me and said, 
"Father, don't worry about me. I'm always with God.  He doesn't leave 
me, even when I sleep..." 
 If, after this, all the wise men of the world should gather and 
present me with the tightest arguments that God does not exist, I would 
look at them with pity... 
 Sick children take upon themselves the exploit of martyrdom 
and foolishness in order that the Lord would not vent His wrath upon 
this world, and that we, perhaps thanks to them, might still have time for 
repentance.  But we, due to our lack of repentance and habitual disregard 
of our sins (instead we cast the blame for them on others), are not aware 
of this. 
 And so, we hear people murmuring: if God is just, as you 
claim, then how can He allow children to suffer? 
 Yes, God is just. He does not teach us to sin. He says, “Be ye 
perfect even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). 
 We wouldn't have any problem with the question of why it is 
children suffer if in this matter, as in everything, we looked upon Christ 
the Saviour and measured our life in light of Him.  Why do children 
suffer? For what reason did the Saviour suffer?  After all, He was sinless.  
Every child is born into the world bearing upon itself the stamp of 
ancestral sin. But the Lord didn't even have this.  He - who is purer than 
any newborn infant - suffered, and how! 
 Here, then, is the answer to the question of why children 
suffer.  For our sins; for our carelessness concerning the salvation of 
their souls and our own salvation.  Our task as parents consists not only 
in providing for our children's physical needs but primarily in educating 
them spiritually, in opening up for them the path to God.   Here is the 
word of the Saviour: “Forbid them not to come unto Me” (Matt. 19:14). 
 If we do not bring our child to church, if we do not teach 
him to pray, if we do not have icons in our homes, the Gospel, if we 
do not strive to live righteously, it means that we are hindering his way 
to Christ.  And this is our principal sin which will lie also upon our 
children. 
 This is why our children suffer for our sins, even if they are 
innocent of them. We are tied to them by an invisible thread, in them is 
our blood, our spirit.  If they weren't our children they wouldn't suffer for 
us. But in that case they wouldn't have been born from us.  Sin is a great 
evil because it causes innocent suffering.  But by the same spiritual law, 
through the suffering of some, the sins of others are redeemed.  "By His 
wounds are we healed," we say, speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
opened for us the door to salvation. 

 From the book When Children Are Ill; Counsels of an 
Orthodox Doctor, Moscow 1992.  Translated from Blagovestnik, parish 
bulletin of the Holy Virgin Cathedral in San Francisco, July 1993.  

Reprinted from “Orthodox America”

http://www.roca.org/OA/123/123d.htm

Pastoral Commentary -- Why Children Suffer
“Father, father! How sorry I am for you!” Iliusha moaned bitterly...I know what the doctor said to you about me...Don’t cry, and when I die get a good 
boy, another one...call him Iliusha and love him instead of me...” “I don’t want a good boy! I don’t want another boy!” the captain muttered in a wild 
whisper, clenching his teeth. “If I forget thee, Jerusalem, may my tongue...” he broke off with a sob and sank on his knees before the wooden bench. 
Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov

http://www.roca.org/OA/123/123d.htm
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This past October, 2007, Holy Ascension 
Russian Orthodox Church reestablished its church 
school.

Our parish school had its beginnings back 
in the 1970’s under the Russian teacher, Tamara 
Ivanovna Shilnikova. In those days the school’s 
curriculum consisted of a Russian language 
program. It is notable that all of her pupils from 
those early years speak Russian to this day. That is 
a great and difficult accomplishment under today’s 
circumstances.

In 1986 when our Father Rector, Archpriest 
Paul Volmensky, was assigned to this parish he 
entered into 
the work of the 
school which then 
operated for 14 
years. During this 
time the church 
school program 
increased. There 
were three groups 
of children ages 
5 to 16; one 
year there were 
30 pupils in 
attendance. With 
the increase in the 
teaching staff the 
academic program 
was expanded to 
include catechism 
(the Law of God), 
church singing and 
Russian history. A 
Christmas program 
was prepared by the teachers, children and parents 
every year…

After a seven year interruption our school 
has been re-established. Tamara Prilipina and her 
daughters Valya and Yulia, Olga Lukina, Natalie 
Martynenko and many parents have joined Father 
Paul in the religious and cultural up-bringing of 
the children of our parish. Again, we have three 
groups of children ranging from three to 14 years of 
age. Our basic program consists of the Law of God, 
reading in Church Slavonic, Russian language skills 
and singing. We meet on Saturdays from 9:30 am to 
12:30 pm. We have about 15 children in our school 
this year, but more are welcome.

It is very exiting to see the enthusiasm with 
which our children participate in their lessons. They 

are establishing life-time friendships in class and 
during the play periods. It must be noted that the 
parents also are providing solid support by their 
presence on the grounds during our school hours, by 
the nutritious meals they prepare for their children 
and by performing the necessary clean-up afterwards.

Our school has rules of discipline, to which our 
school staff, pupils and parents agree to adhere. Here 
are a few of them:

1) All pupils are to arrive on time for the 
morning prayer at 9:30 am ready to begin 
their lessons.

2) All pupils 
are required to 
wear the school 
uniform: white 
shirt or blouse, 
dark blue pants 
for boys, dark 
blue skirt for 
girls.
3) There is 
a monthly fee 
of $25 for each 
pupil. If more 
than one child in 
a family attends 
our school there 
is a discount for 
the other child 
(children). This 
cost covers over-
head expenses 
for operating 
our parish and 

provides for certain school materials. The 
school staff work as volunteers. The meals 
are provided by the parents.

4) If a pupil must leave before the school day 
is complete, he must notify our school 
administrator, Tamara Pilipin, before 
leaving.

5) There are two official days of general 
communion when all church school 
staff and pupils participate in the great 
Sacrament of Holy Communion: on 
the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy 
Theotokos into the Temple (or the closet 
Sunday after) and on Palm Sunday. 
Attendance of the vigil and confession are 
required on the eve of Communion.

Holy Ascension Russian Orthodox Church School
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