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Âñå÷åñòíûå îòöû-
ñîñëóæèòåëè, äîðîãèiå 
î Ãîñïîä¼ áðàòiå, 
ñåñòðû è ä¼òè!
 Ñåðäå÷íî 
ïðèâ¼òñòâóþ âñ¼õú 
âàñú ñú íàñòóïëåíiåìú 
ñïàñèòåëüíàãî âðåìåíè 
Âåëèêàãî ïîñòà, 
ïðåäíàçíà÷åííàãî 
äëÿ ïðîâ¼ðêè ñâîåé 
æèçíè è ðàáîòû íàäú 
ñâîèìú âíóòðåííèìú 
÷åëîâ¼êîìú. Ñâÿòàÿ 
Öåðêîâü íûí¼ íàñú 
ïðèçûâàåòú êú 
òîìó, ÷òîáû î÷è-
ñòèòüñÿ ñóãóáîé 
ìîëèòâîé è ïîñòîìú, 
ïðîñâ¼òèòüñÿ ÷òåíiåìú 
äóøåïîëåçíûõú êíèãú 
è ïðèáëèçèòüñÿ êú íàøåìó 
Áîãó è Òâîðöó, íàøåìó 
Íåáåñíîìó Îòöó è Ëó÷øåìó 
Äðóãó, Êîòîðûé ïðèãëàøàåòú 
íàñú âú Ñâîå Öàðñòâî, Öàðñòâî 
Ëþáâè, Ìèðà, Ìèëîñòè è 
Ñâ¼òà.
 Ãîñïîäü íàøú Ièñóñú 
Õðèñòîñú ãîâîðèòú: «Åñëè 
áóäåòå ïðîùàòü ëþäÿìú 

ñîãð¼øåíiÿ èõú, òî ïðîñòèòú è 
âàìú Îòåöú Âàøú Íåáåñíûé; 
à åñëè íå áóäåòå ïðîùàòü 
ëþäÿìú ñîãð¼øåíiÿ èõú, òî 
è Îòåöú âàøú íå ïðîñòèòú 
âàìú ñîãð¼øåíié âàøèõú» 
(Ì³. 6, 14-15). È åùå: 
«Åñëè òû ïðèíåñåøü äàðú 
òâîé êú æåðòâåííèêó è 
òàìú âñïîìíèøü, ÷òî áðàòú 
òâîé èì¼åòú ÷òî-íèáóäü 

ïðîòèâú òåáÿ, îñòàâü 
òàìú äàðú òâîé ïðåäú 
æåðòâåííèêîìú è ïîéäè 
ïðåæäå ïðèìèðèñü ñú 
áðàòîìú òâîèìú, è òîãäà 
ïðèäè ïðèíåñè äàðú 
òâîé» (Ì³. 5, 23-24).
 Òàêú, äîðîãiå î Ãîñïîä¼ 
îòöû, áðàòiå, ñåñòðû 
è ä¼òè, ÷òîáû íàøè 
ìîëèòâû, ïîäâèãè ïîñòà 
è ïîêàÿíiÿ áûëè óãîäíû 
Áîãó è äîñòàâèëè íàìú 
îñòàâëåíiå ãð¼õîâú è 
îáíîâëåíiå íàøèõú 
âíóòðåííèõú ñèëú, ìû 
äîëæíû áûòü âú ìèð¼ ñî 
âñ¼ìè áëèæíèìè ñâîèìè.
 Âú ñàìîìú ä¼ë¼, êàêú 
ìîãóòú íàøè ìîëèòâû, 
ïîñòú è ïîêàÿíiå 
áûòü ÷èñòîé æåðòâîé 

ïåðåäú Áîãîìú, êîãäà îíè 
áóäóòú èñõîäèòü èçú ñåðäöà, 
èñïîëíåííàãî çëîáû ïðîòèâú 
äðóãèõú? Ìû äîëæíû ÷àñòî 
÷èòàòü ìîëèòâó Ãîñïîäíþ: 
«Îò÷å íàøú!.. îñòàâè íàìú 
äîëãè íàøà, ÿêîæå è ìû 
îñòàâëÿåìú äîëæíèêîìú 
íàøèìú». Èìåÿ âðàæäó 
âú ñåðäö¼ ñâîåìú, êàêú ìû 
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îñì¼ëèìñÿ ïðîèçíîñèòü ýòè 
ñëîâà ìîëèòâû Ãîñïîäíåé? 
Íå áóäåòú ëè íàøà ìîëèòâà 
îäíèìú áåñïëîäíûìú 
çâóêîìú? Íå áóäåìú ëè ìû 
äåðçêî ëãàòü ïåðåäú Áîãîìú? 
Ìû ÷àñòî òàêæå ñëûøèìú 
ïðè áîãîñëóæåíiè âîçãëàñû: 
«Ìèðîìú Ãîñïîäó ïîìîëèìñÿ, 
ìèðú âñ¼ìú». Ýòè âîçãëàñû 
òðåáóþòú îòú íàñú òîãî, 
÷òîáû ìû ïðèñòóïàëè êú 
ìîëèòâ¼ ïðèìèðåííûìè 
ñî âñ¼ìè, ÷òîáû ìû ñòîÿëè 
ïåðåäú Áîãîìú áåçú ãí¼âà è 
âðàæäû. Èëè, êîãäà Ñâÿòàÿ 
Öåðêîâü ãîòîâèòú íàñú 
êú äîñòîéíîìó ó÷àñòiþ âú 
Áîæåñòâåííîé ëèòóðãiè, òî 
îíà òàêæå íàïîìèíàåòú íàìú 
î ïðèìèðåíiè è ëþáâè, êàêú 
î íåîáõîäèìûõú óñëîâiÿõú 
áëàãîòâîðíàãî îáùåíiÿ íàøåãî 
ñú Áîãîìú è äðóãú ñî äðóãîìú 
âú Òàèíñòâ¼ Ïðè÷àùåíiÿ. 
«Âîçëþáèìú äðóãú äðóãà, äà 
åäèíîìûñëiåìú èñïîâ¼ìû 
Îòöà è Ñûíà è Ñâÿòàãî 
Äóõà». Âú äðåâíåé Öåðêâè, âî 
ñâèä¼òåëüñòâî òàêîé âçàèìíîé 
ëþáâè, õðèñòiàíå, ìîëèâøiåñÿ 
ïðè ñîâåðøåíiè Áîæåñòâåííîé 
ëèòóðãiè, ëîáûçàëè äðóãú 
äðóãà; òåïåðü ýòî èñïîëíÿåòñÿ 
òîëüêî ìåæäó ñâÿùåííèêàìè 
âú àëòàð¼, âñ¼ æå ïðî÷iå, ñëûøà 
ýòî âîçãëàøåíiå, äîëæíû âú 
äóø¼ ñâîåé âîäâîðèòü ëþáîâü 
è ìèðú ñî âñ¼ìè. Êàêú æå 
ìû äåðçàåìú, îòöû, áðàòiå è 
ñåñòðû, ñú âðàæäîé âú ñåðäö¼ 
ñîâåðøàòü Áîæåñòâåííóþ 
ëèòóðãiþ èëè ìîëèòüñÿ ïðè 
åå ñîâåðøåíiè è ïðèñòóïàòü 
êú ïðiîáùåíiþ Ò¼ëà è Êðîâè 
Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ, Êîòîðûé, 
áóäó÷è ðàñïèíàåìú, ìîëèëñÿ 

çà Ñâîèõú âðàãîâú? Ìû ïî-
íàñòîÿùåìó âñòóïèìú âú 
îáùåíiå ñú Áîãîìú òîëüêî 
òîãäà, êîãäà ìû èçãîíèìú 
èçú ñâîåãî ñåðäöà çëîáó è 
ëóêàâñòâî.
 Ïðåïîäîáíûé Àíàñòàñié 
Ñèíàèòú ðàçñêàçûâàëú, ÷òî 
îäèíú ìîíàõú, ïðîâîäèâøié 
ñâîþ æèçíü âú ë¼íîñòè 
è íåñîáëþäåíiè ïðàâèëú 
ìîíàøåñêîé æèçíè, ïðè 
ïîñë¼äíèõú ìèíóòàõú 
ñâîåé çåìíîé æèçíè áûëú 
âú îñîáåííî ðàäîñòíîìú 
íàñòðîåíiè. Äðóãiå ìîíàõè 
óäèâëÿëèñü ýòîìó è 
ñïðàøèâàëè, ÷òî åãî ðàäóåòú. 
Óìèðàþùié îòâ¼÷àëú èìú 
òàêú: «âèäåëú ÿ, êàêú ñâÿòûå 
àíãåëû ðàçîäðàëè ðóêîïèñàíiå 
ìîèõú ãð¼õîâú çà òî, ÷òî ÿ, 
õîòÿ è æèëú âú áåñïå÷íîñòè 
è ë¼íîñòè, íî íèêîãî íå 
îñóæäàëú, íè íà êîìú íå 
ïîìíèëú çëà».
 Èòàêú, âñå÷åñòíûå îòöû, 
áðàòiå, ñåñòðû è ä¼òè, ïîìíÿ 
çàïîâ¼äü Ñïàñèòåëÿ, âíóøåíiÿ 
Ñâÿòîé Öåðêâè è óãëóáëÿÿñü 
âî âðåìÿ äóøåïîëåçíàãî 
âðåìåíè ïîñòà âú ïðèì¼ðû 
ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêîé æèçíè, 
áóäåìú îñîáåííî ñòàðàòüñÿ, 
÷òîáû íå óêîðåíÿëèñü ìåæäó 
íàìè âðàæäà, íåíàâèñòü è 
çëîáà, íî ÷òîáû ìåæäó íàìè 
öàðñòâîâàëè âñåãäà ìèðú, 
ëþáîâü, äîâ¼ðiå è ïðî÷iÿ 
õðèñòiàíñêiÿ äîáðîä¼òåëè. 
Ïîñòàðàåìñÿ âú íàøåé æèçíè 
íà ä¼ë¼ èñïîëíèòü íàñòàâëåíiÿ 
àïñòîëà Ïàâëà õðèñòiàíàìú: 
«äà íå çàéäåòú ñîëíöå âî 
ãí¼â¼ íàøåìú» (Åô. 4, 26), 
«áóäåìú, ñêîëüêî âîçìîæíî, ñî 
âñ¼ìè ÷åëîâ¼êè ìèðú èì¼òè» 

(Ðèì. 12, 18), «íå äàäèìú ñåáÿ 
ïîá¼äèòü çëó, íî ïîá¼äèìú 
çëî äîáðîìú» (Ðèì. 12, 21), âú 
÷åìú äà ïîìîæåòú âñ¼ìú íàìú 
Ãîñïîäü âú ýòè ñâÿòûå äíè.
 Ñíîâà ïîçäðàâëÿþ 
âñ¼õú ñú Âåëèêèìú ïîñòîìú 
è ìîëèòâåííî æåëàþ âñ¼ìú 
ïðèìèðåíiÿ ñú Áîãîìú è 
îáðàçîìú Åãî, êîòîðûé 
îòðàæàåòñÿ âú íàøèõú 
áëèæíèõú. Ïóñòü î÷èùåííîå 
ñåðäöå êàæäîãî èçú íàñú 
ñòàíåòú Æèâîíîñíûìú 
Ãðîáîìú, âú êîòîðîìú 
âîññiÿåòú Âîñêðåñøié Ãîñïîäü. 
Ïóñòü âñ¼ óâèäÿòú âú íàøèõú 
ãëàçàõú è âú íàøåé æèçíè 
âîòú ýòó Õðèñòîâó Ïîá¼äó 
íàäú çëîìú, ãð¼õîìú è âñ¼ìú 
ò¼ìú, ÷òî çåìëÿ ñîçäàëà 
ñòðàøíàãî. Òàêîâàÿ âñòð¼÷à 
Ïàñõè Õðèñòîâîé ñòàíåòú 
íàèëó÷øåé ïðîïîâ¼äüþ 
èñòèííîñòè Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ. Âú 
òàêîìú ñâ¼òëîìú ñîñòîÿíiè, 
íàäåþñü, ìû è ïðèñòóïèìú 
êú ò¼ìú êàíîíè÷åñêèìú 
ä¼ÿíiÿìú, êîòîðûÿ ïîñëóæàòú 
âîçñòàíîâëåíiþ âú ýòîìú ãîäó 
ìèðà è åäèíñòâà âú Ïîì¼ñòíîé 
Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
Öåðêâè.
 Äà áóäåòú ýòî âú 
êàæäîìú èçú íàñú, äëÿ âñ¼õú 
íàñú. Àìèíü.

Ñú ëþáîâüþ î Ãîñïîä¼ è 
ïðîñüáîé î ìîëèòâàõú,

+ Ìèòðîïîëèòú Ëàâðú,
Ïåðâîiåðàðõú Ðóññêîé 

Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè.

6/19 ôåâðàëÿ 2007 ã. 

 http://www.synod.com/synod/

%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html


3February 12/25, 2007                   Parish Bulletin

Reverend Fathers, Dear in 
the Lord Brothers, Sisters and 
Children: 
 I send my heartfelt greet-
ings to all of you on the arrival 
of the salvific period of Great 
Lent, the time designated for 
our inner self-examination. The 
Holy Church summons us to-
wards this, that we purify our-
selves with augmented prayers 
and fasting, that we illumine 
ourselves with the reading of 
spiritually-beneficial books and 
approach our God and Creator, 
our Heavenly Father and 
Closest Friend, Who invites us 
into His Kingdom, the Kingdom 
of Love, Peace, Mercy and 
Light. 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ 
says: “For if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you: 
but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Matthew 6:14-15). And also: 
“Therefore if thou bring thy gift 
to the altar, and there remem-
berest that thy brother hath 
aught against thee; leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift” (Matthew 5:23-
24). 
 So, dear in the Lord fa-
thers, brothers, sisters and chil-
dren, in order that our prayers, 
labors of fasting and repentance 

 JORDANVILLE: February 20, 2007 

Great Lenten Epistle
Of His Eminence Metropolitan Laurus,

First Hierarch Of The Russian Orthodox Church Outside Of Russia
be pleasing to God and that 
they gain for us the absolution 
of sins and the renewal of our 
inner strength, we must be at 
peace with our neighbor. 
 In fact, how could our 
prayers, fasting and repentance 
be a pure sacrifice before God 
if they emerge from hearts 
that are filled with hatred 
against others? We must read 
the Lord’s Prayer often: “Our 
Father… forgive us our debts 
as we also forgive our debt-
ors.” By keeping enmity within 
our hearts, how dare we ut-
ter these words of the Lord’s 
Prayer? Would not our prayer 
then remain a hollow sound? 
Would we not be lying brazenly 
before God? We often hear the 
exclamation during divine ser-
vices: “In peace let us pray to 
the Lord; Peace be unto to all.” 
These words demand of us that 
we approach prayer having first 
made peace with everyone, so 
that we stand before God with-
out anger or malice. Or, when 
the Holy Church prepares us 
for the worthy participation 
in the Divine Liturgy, she also 
reminds us of reconciliation 
and love as necessities for our 
fruitful communion with God 
and each other in the Mystery 
of Communion. “Let us love 
one another, that with one mind 
we may confess the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit.” In 
the ancient Church, in witness 

to this mutual love, Christians 
who prayed during Divine 
Liturgy kissed one another; now 
this is performed only by the 
priests within the altar, while 
all others, as they hear this ex-
clamation, must establish love 
and peace for all within their 
souls. How dare we, fathers, 
brothers and sisters, perform 
or pray during Divine Liturgy 
with hostility in our hearts, and 
approach Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Christ our 
Savior, Who, as He was cruci-
fied, prayed for His enemies? 
We will truly enter into com-
munion with God only when 
we expel from our hearts wrath 
and wickedness. 
 St Anastasius of Sinai re-
counted the story of one monk 
who led his life in sloth and 
disregard for monastic rules, 
who during his final moments 
felt special spiritual joy. The 
other monks were amazed at 
this and asked him what brings 
him such joy. The dying monk 
responded thusly: “I watched 
as the holy angels shredded the 
lists of my sins, for though I 
lived carelessly and slothfully, 
I never condemned anyone, 
never remembered the evils of 
others.” 
 And so, reverend fathers, 
brothers, sisters and children, 
as we remember the testament 
of our Savior, the call of the 
Holy Church, and as we im-

%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html
%20http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/2print_mlvpposlaniye.html


merse ourselves in the spiritu-
ally-beneficent Lenten time by 
taking the example of the Holy 
Fathers, let us strive especially 
to prevent enmity, hatred and 
anger amongst ourselves, and 
instead let peace, love, trust and 
other Christian virtues eter-
nally abide among us. Let us 
try in our earthly lives fulfill in 
deed fulfill the instructions of 
Apostle Paul to the Christians: 
“let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath” (Ephesians 4:26), 
“If it be possible, as much as 
lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men” (Romans 12:18), “Be 
not overcome of evil, but over-
come evil with good” (Romans 
12:21), and may the Lord help 
us in these holy days. 

Once again I greet you all with 
the Great Lent and prayerfully 
wish every one of you recon-
ciliation with God in His im-
age, which is reflected in our 
neighbors. Let the purified heart 
of each one of us become the 
Life-Bearing Tabernacle from 
which the Resurrected Lord 
will shine forth. Let everyone 
see in our eyes and in our lives 
this Triumph of Christ over evil, 
over sin and over everything 
horrible in this world. Greeting 
the Pascha of Christ in this way 
will be the finest way to preach 
the truth of Orthodoxy. In this 
bright state, I hope, we shall 
approach the canonical actions 
which will serve to the reestab-
lishment this year of peace and 

unity within the Local Russian 
Orthodox Church. 
 May this be within the 
souls of each one of us. Amen. 

With love in the Lord, I beseech 
your prayers, 

+ Metropolitan Laurus,
First Hierarch of the Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside of 

Russia
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