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Ïðåîñâÿùåííûå ñîáðàòüÿ-àðõèïàñòûðè, âîçëþáëåí-
íûå î Ãîñïîä¼ îòöû-ñîñëóæèòåëè, äîðîãiå áðàòiå, 
ñåñòðû è ä¼òè!

Ïðàçäíóÿ Âîçíåñåíiå Ãîñïîäà íàøåãî Ièñóñà 
Õðèñòà, Ñâÿòàÿ Öåðêîâü ïðèçûâàåòú âñ¼õú ñâîèõú 
÷àäú, âñ¼õú çåìíîðîäíûõú êú âåñåëiþ è ðàäîâàíiþ, 
âîñï¼âàÿ: «âñè ÿçûöû (íàðîäû) âîñïëåùèòå ðóêàìè, 
ÿêî âçûäå Õðèñòîñú, èäåæå á¼ ïåðâåå» (ñòèõèðà íà 
«Ãîñïîäè âîççâàõú»). Èçú öåðêîâíûõú ï¼ñíîï¼íié 
ÿñíî, ÷òî è ñâÿòûå àïîñòîëû ðàäîâàëèñü, èáî âú 
òðîïàð¼ ïîåòñÿ: «Âîçíåñëñÿ åñè âî ñëàâ¼, Õðèñòå 
Áîæå íàøú, ðàäîñòü ñîòâîðèâûé ó÷åíèêîìú...»

Èíîãäà ïðèõîäèòñÿ ñëûøàòü îòú ëþäåé, 
íå æåëàþùèõú ðàçñòàâàòüñÿ ñú òîðæåñòâîìú 
Ïàñõè Õðèñòîâîé, âîòú òàêiÿ çàì¼÷àíiÿ ïî ïîâîäó 
íàñòîÿùàãî ïðàçäíèêà: ÷åìó æå íàìú ðàäîâàòüñÿ? 
Êàçàëîñü áû íàäî ñêîðá¼òü è ïå÷àëèòüñÿ, òàêú 
êàêú Ãîñïîäü îñòàâèëú Ñâîèõú ó÷åíèêîâú è çåìëþ 
âèäèìûìú Ñâîèìú ïðèñóòñòâiåìú è âîçíåññÿ íà íåáî 
è âîññ¼ëú îäåñíóþ Áîãà, à âú ñë¼äóþùié ðàçú Îíú 
ïðèäåòú ãðîçíûìú è ïðàâåäíûìú Ñóäüåé æèâûõú è 
ìåðòâûõú.

Íî íà ñàìîìú ä¼ë¼ åñòü ìíîãî ðàäîñòíûõú 
ïðè÷èíú âîçíåñåíiÿ!

ÏÎÑËÀÍIÅ
ÂÛÑÎÊÎÏÐÅÎÑÂßÙÅÍÍ£ÉØÅÃÎ ÌÈÒÐÎÏÎËÈÒÀ ËÀÂÐÀ, 

ÏÅÐÂÎIÅÐÀÐÕÀ ÐÓÑÑÊÎÉ ÇÀÐÓÁÅÆÍÎÉ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ,
ÊÚ ÏÐÀÇÄÍÈÊÓ ÂÎÇÍÅÑÅÍIß ÃÎÑÏÎÄÍß

Ìèòðîïîëèòú Ëàâðú è Àðõiåïèñêîïú Êèðèëëú ïåðåäú Óñïåíñêèìú Ñîáîðîìú âú Ìîñêîâñêîìú êðåìë¼  ïîñë¼ 
ñîñëóæåíiÿ Åãî Ñâÿò¼éøåñòâó Ïàòðiàðõó Àëåêñåþ.

Metropolitan Laurus and Archbishop Kyrill in front of the Dormition Cathedral in the Moscow Kremlin
after conselebrating Divine Liturgy with His Holiness Patriarch Alexei.
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Àïîñòîëû ðàäîâàëèñü ïîòîìó, ÷òî Õðèñòîñú 
èìú ñêàçàëú: «Àçú ñú âàìè Åñìü âî âñÿ äíè äî 
ñêîí÷àíiÿ â¼êà» è Îíú æå îá¼ùàëú íèñïîñëàòü èìú 
ðàâíàãî Ñåá¼ Äóõà Ñâÿòîãî Óò¼øèòåëÿ, ãîâîðÿ: 
«ëó÷øå äëÿ âàñú, ÷òîáû ß ïîøåëú, èáî åñëè ß íå 
ïîéäó, òî Óò¼øèòåëü íå ïðèäåòú êú âàìú; à åñëè ïîéäó, 
òî ïîøëþ Åãî êú âàìú» (Ií. 16, 7). Õðèñòîñú âîçíåññÿ 
ò¼ëåñíî è, òàêèìú îáðàçîìú, âîçíåñú ÷åëîâ¼÷åñêóþ 
ïëîòü è íàøó ïðèðîäó íà íåáî, íà Ïðåñòîëú Áîæié, 
ò.å. âú ýòîìú ñîáûòiè Îíú ïðèâåëú íàñú êú â¼÷íîé 
ñëàâ¼ Ñâîåé. È íûí¼, êîãäà ìû âçèðàåìú íà Ïðåñòîëú 
Áîæié, ìû âèäèìú íå ãðîçíàãî Áîãà-Êàðàòåëÿ, à 
Ëþáÿùåãî, Ìèëóþùåãî è 
Ïîíèìàþùåãî íàñú 
Áîãà, èì¼þùàãî îïûòú 
÷åëîâ¼÷åñêîé æèçíè è 
ïåðåæèâøàãî âñ¼ èñêó-
øåíiÿ, êîòîðûÿ ìû ñú 
âàìè èñïûòûâàåìú êàæ-
äûé  äåíü. Íà Ïðåñòîë¼ 
Áîæiåìú ìû âèäèìú 
è ×åëîâ¼êà, ñiÿþùàãî 
âú íåèçðå÷åííîìú 
Ñâ¼ò¼ è Ñëàâ¼ Áîæiåé, 
ñöàðñòâóþùàãî è íàõîäÿ-
ùàãîñÿ âú ïîëíîìú 
åäèíñòâ¼ ñú Íèìú, è 
õîäàòàéñòâóþùåãî î íàñú, 
êàêú ñâèä¼òåëüñòâóåòú 
Iîàííú Áîãîñëîâú: «à 
åñëè áû êòî ñîãð¼øèëú, 
òî ìû èì¼åìú õîäàòàÿ 
ïåðåäú Îòöåìú, Ièñóñà 
Õðèñòà, ïðàâåäíèêà. 
Îíú åñòü óìèëîñòèâëåíiå 
çà ãð¼õè íàøè» (1 Ií. 2, 
1-2). Áëàãîäàðÿ ýòîìó 
ñâÿùåííîìó ñîáûòiþ äà è âñåìó ä¼ëó íàøåãî ñïàñåíiÿ, 
ñîâåðøåííàãî Õðèñòîìú, ìû ñòàëè áîãî÷åëîâ¼êàìè ïî 
ïîòåíöiàëó. Ïîñåìó, ðàäîâàëèñü Àïîñòîëû, ðàäóåòñÿ 
è íûí¼ Öåðêîâü ñî Ñâîèìè ÷àäàìè, âú Êîòîðîé îíè 
÷åðåçú òàèíñòâà ïðiîáùàþòñÿ Áîæåñòâó è ñâÿòîìó, 
áåçãð¼øíîìó ÷åëîâ¼÷åñòâó Âîçíåñøàãîñÿ Ãîñïîäà. 
Ïðàçäíèêú ýòîòú ðàñêðûâàåòú ïåðåäú íàøèìè 
äóõîâíûìè î÷àìè ò¼ íîâûÿ îòíîøåíiÿ, êîòîðûÿ 
ñóùåñòâóþòú ìåæäó Áîãîìú è ÷åëîâ¼êîìú, áëàãîäàðÿ 
ïîäâèãó Ñïàñèòåëÿ íàøåãî.

Âú íûí¼øíié ïðàçäíè÷íûé äåíü ìû 
âîññòàíàâëèâàåìú êàíîíè÷åñêîå åäèíñòâî è ïîëíîòó 
öåðêîâíàãî îáùåíiÿ âú åäèíîé Ïîì¼ñòíîé Ðóññêîé 
Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè. Ñåãîäíÿ çàâåðøàåòñÿ ïóòü, 
îäîáðåííûé IV Âñåçàðóáåæíûìú è ïîñë¼äóþùèìú 

çà íèìú Àðõiåðåéñêèìú Ñîáîðîìú ìèíóâøàãî ãîäà.
Äîãìàòú î åäèíñòâ¼ Öåðêâè âûðàæàåòñÿ 

âú Ñ¾ìâîë¼ Â¼ðû, óòâåðæäåííîìú Âñåëåíñêèìè 
Ñîáîðàìè íà îñíîâàíiè Åâàíãåëiÿ Õðèñòîâà. Ãîñïîäü 
íàøú Ièñóñú Õðèñòîñú, Íà÷àëüíèêú è Ñîâåðøèòåëü 
íàøåé â¼ðû è ñïàñåíiÿ, îñíîâàëú íà çåìë¼ òîëüêî 
îäíó Öåðêîâü, åé åäèíîé âðó÷èëú èñòèííóþ â¼ðó, åå 
îäíó ñä¼ëàëú ñîêðîâèùíèöåþ áëàãîäàòíûõú äàðîâú 
Ñâîèõú. Îíú òîãî æåëàëú è î òîìú îñîáåííî ìîëèëñÿ 
Îòöó Íåáåñíîìó, ÷òîáû âñ¼ Åãî ïîñë¼äîâàòåëè, ò.å. 
âñ¼ ïðàâîñëàâíûå õðèñòiàíå áûëè «åäèíî ñòàäî» ïîäú 
óïðàâëåíiåìú Åãî, «Åäèíàãî Ïàñòðûÿ» (Ií. 10, 16.). 

Êú óòâåðæäåíiþ åäèíñòâà è íåðàçä¼ëüíîñòè Öåðêâè 
ñëóæàòú åùå ñë¼äóþùiÿ èçð¼÷åíiÿ Ñïàñèòåëÿ: 
«Âñÿêîå öàðñòâî, ðàçä¼ëèâøååñÿ ñàìî âú ñåá¼, 
ïóñò¼åòú è âñÿêié ãîðîäú, èëè äîìú, ðàçä¼ëèâøiéñÿ 
ñàìú âú ñåá¼ íå óñòîèòú. Êòî íå ñî Ìíîþ, ãîâîðèòú 
Õðèñòîñú, òîòú ïðîòèâú Ìåíÿ è êòî íå ñîáèðàåòú 
ñî Ìíîþ, òîòú ðàñòî÷àåòú» (Ì³. 12, 25-30). 
Ñóùåñòâåííûÿ îñíîâàíiÿ åäèíñòâà Öåðêâè àïîñòîëú 
Ïàâåëú îáúÿñíÿåòú ïîäîáiåìú åäèíñòâà ÷ëåíîâú 
ò¼ëà ÷åëîâ¼÷åñêàãî. «Èáî, êàêú ò¼ëî îäíî, ãîâîðèòú 
àïîñòîëú, íî èì¼åòú ìíîãiå ÷ëåíû, è âñ¼ ÷ëåíû îäíîãî 
ò¼ëà, õîòÿ èõú è ìíîãî, ñîñòàâëÿþòú îäíî ò¼ëî, òàêú è 
Õðèñòîñú... È âû – Ò¼ëî Õðèñòîâî, à ïîðîçíü ÷ëåíû» 
(1 Êîðèí. 12, 12, 27).

Êàêàÿ æå, äîðîãiå î Âîçíåñøåìñÿ Ãîñïîä¼ îòöû, 

Åãî Ñâÿò¼éøåñòâî Ïðàòðiàðõú Àëåêñåé è Ìèòðîïîëèòú Ëàâðú Óñïåíñêîìú ñîáîð¼
His Holiness Patriarch Alexei and Metropolitan Laurus in the Dormition Cathedral
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áðàòiå è ñåñòðû, ñóùåñòâåííàÿ äëÿ íàñú îáÿçàííîñòü 
âûòåêàåòú èçú ïîíÿòiÿ î åäèíñòâ¼ Öåðêâè? Ïî ñëîâó 
àïîñòîëà Ïàâëà, âñ¼ â¼ðóþùiå, îáðàçóÿ âú ñîñòàâ¼ 
Öåðêâè îäíî ò¼ëî, äîëæíû «ñîõðàíÿòü åäèíåíiå äóõà 
âú ñîþç¼ ìèðà» (Åôåñ. 4, 3), íå óêëîíÿòüñÿ îòú îáùåíiÿ 
âú òàèíñòâàõú è íå îòä¼ëÿòüñÿ îòú âñåëåíñêàãî ñîãëàñiÿ 
öåðêîâíàãî íåïîñëóøàíiåìú Áîãîó÷ðåæäåííîìó 
âú Öåðêâè Ñâÿùåííîíà÷àëiþ. «Íå îáîëüùàéòåñü, 
áðàòiå, – ãîâîðèòú ñâÿùåííîìó÷åíèêú Èãíàòié, – 
êòî ïîñë¼äóåò ðàñêîëîó÷èòåëþ, òîòú íå íàñë¼äóåòú 
Öàðñòâiÿ Áîæiÿ, êòî äåðæèòñÿ ÷óæäàãî ó÷åíiÿ, 
òîòú íå èì¼åòú ÷àñòè âú ñòðàäàíiè Õðèñòîâîìú». 
Ñâÿùåííîìó÷åíèêú Êèïðiàíú Êàðôàãåíñêié 
ñâèä¼òåëüñòâóåòú, ÷òî ëþäè, óêëîíÿþùiåñÿ îòú 
îáùåíiÿ ñú Öåðêîâüþ, «õîòÿ áû ïðåäàëè ñåáÿ ñìåðòè 
çà èñïîâ¼äàíiå èìåíè Õðèñòîâà, – ãð¼õú èõú íå 
ñìîåòñÿ è ñàìîþ êðîâüþ; íåèçãëàäèìàÿ è òÿæêàÿ 
âèíà ðàçä¼ëåíiÿ íå î÷èùàåòñÿ äàæå ñòðàäàíiÿìè» 
(Î åäèíñòâ¼ Öåðêâè). Âåñüìà âûðàçèòåëüíî òîòú æå 
ñâÿòîé îòåöú ãîâîðèòú: «Êòî Öåðêâè íå ñëóøàåòú, 
òîòú íå åñòü ñûíú Öåðêâè, à êîìó Öåðêîâü íå ìàòü, 
òîìó Áîãú íå îòåöú».

Èòàêú, âîçëþáëåííûå, âîçðàäóåìñÿ ýòèìè 
ïðàçäíè÷íûìè äíÿìè Òðiîäè Öâ¼òíîé, ïîòîìó 
÷òî ýòèìè ìèðîñïàñèòåëüíûìè ñîáûòiÿìè Ãîñïîäü 
îáîæèëú íàøó ïðèðîäó, îñâîáîäèëú è èçáàâèëú íàñú 
îòú ñìåðòè è òë¼íiÿ, à çàâåðøèâú ä¼ëî íàøåãî ñïàñåíiÿ 
îñíîâàíiåìú Ñâÿòîé Öåðêâè, Îíú, êàêú ïîåòñÿ âú 
ïåðâîé ñòèõèð¼ ïîñë¼ âûíîñà êðåñòà, «âîçâåäå íàñú 
íà ïåðâîå áëàæåíñòâî», ò.å. âîññòàíîâèëú ïîòåðÿííîå 
ãð¼õîïàäåíiåìú ïðàðîäèòåëåé íåïîñðåäñòâåííîå 
áîãîîáùåíiå, êîòîðîãî ìû íûí¼ óäîñòàèâàåìñÿ, 
áëàãîäàðÿ òîëüêî îñîáîìó î íàñú áëàãîâîëåíiþ 
è ïðîìûøëåíiþ, âú ñïàñèòåëüíûõú òàèíñòâàõú 
Öåðêâè.

Ñòîéòå òâåðäî âú â¼ð¼, äîðîãiå ìîè, ìóæàéòåñü, 
óòâåðæäàéòåñü íà íåçûáëåìîìú îñíîâàíiè Öåðêâè, 
êîòîðàÿ åñòü «ñòîëïú è óòâåðæäåíiå èñòèíû» ( 1 Òèì. 
3, 15). Àìèíü.

Ñú ëþáîâüþ î Ãîñïîä¼ è ïðîñüáîé î ñâÿòûõú 
ìîëèòâàõú,

+ Ìèòðîïîëèòú Ëàâðú,
Ïåðâîiåðàðõú Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè. 

4/17 ìàÿ 2007 ã.

http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/5mlascension.html

Предвознесенское Посланiе 
правящаго архiепископа

Санъ-Францисскаго и
Западно-Американскаго

 Äîðîãiå î Ãîñïîä¼ îòöû, áðàòüÿ, ñåñòðû è ä¼òè,

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑÚ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑÅ!

 Ïðèáëèæàåòñÿ êîíåöú ïàñõàëüíàãî ïåðiîäà 
öåðêîâíàãî ãîäà. Îãëÿäûâàÿñü íàçàäþ ìû âñïîìèíàåìú íå 
òîëüêî ðàäîñòü âîñêðåñåíiÿ Õðèñòîâà, òîðæåñòâî â¼ðíîñòè è 
ëþáâè ñâÿòûõú æåíú-ì¾ðîíîñèöú, íî è ñòðàõú àïîñòîëîâú, 
ìàëîâ¼ðiå Ôîìû è îòñóòñòâiå çð¼íiÿ ó ñë¼ïîðîæäåííàãî. 
Ýòè ïîñë¼äíiå ìîìåíòû èçú íàøåé ñâÿùåííîé èñòîðiè 
ïîâòîðÿþòñÿ âíîâü è âíîâü íå òîëüêî âú íàøåé îáùå-
öåðêîâíîé æèçíè, íî è âú äóõîâíîé æèçíè êàæäàãî èçú 
íàñú. È, ò¼ìú íå ìåí¼å, äëÿ ò¼õú êòî ñî Õðèñòîìú, äîâ¼ðiå 
è ëþáîâü âñåãäà òîðæåñòâóþòú.

Ìû ñú Âàìè, äîðîãiå ÷àäà Çàïàäíî-Àìåðèêàíñêîé 
åïàðõiè, ñòîèì íà ïîðîã¼ âåëèêàãî è ñâÿòàãî ñîáûòiÿ: 
17 ìàÿ ñ.ã., âú äåíü ïðàçäíèêà Âîçíåñåíiÿ Ãîñïîäíÿ, 
Áîæiåé ìèëîñòüþ áóäåòú âîññòàíîâëåíî åäèíñòâî âú 
Ðóññêîé Öåðêâè. Âú ýòîòú äåíü â Ìîñêâ¼, Ñâÿò¼éøèìú 
Ïàòðiàðõîìú Ìîñêîâñêèìú è Âñåÿ Ðóñè Àëåêñååìú II è 
Âûñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíí¼éøèìú ìèòðîïîëèòîìú Ëàâðîìú, 
Ïåðâîiåðàðõîìú Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè 
Çàãðàíèöåé áóäåòú ïîäïèñàíú «Àêòú î êàíîíè÷åñêîìú 
îáùåíiè» è çàò¼ìú iåðàðõè è äóõîâåíñòâî äâóõú ÷àñòåé 
Ðóññêîé Öåðêâè, âú Îòå÷åñòâ¼ è çà ðóáåæîìú, âïåðâûå 
ïîñë¼ 80-ë¼òíÿãî ðàçä¼ëåíiÿ ñîâì¼ñòíî ñîâåðøàòú 
Áîæåñòâåííóþ ëèòóðãiþ è åäèíûìú ñåðäöåìú è åäèíûìè 
óñòàìè ïðèñòóïÿòú êú ×àø¼ Õðèñòîâîé.

Ýòî åäèíñòâî – ïëîäú áëàãîäàòè Áîæiåé, êðîâè 
ñâÿòûõú Íîâîìó÷åíèêîâú è êðåñòíûõú ìóêú è ñòðàäàíié 
íàøèõú îòöîâú è ìàòåðåé. Ýòî åäèíñòâî íàìè âûñòðàäàíî 
è âûìîëåíî, îñîáåííî çà ïîñë¼äíiå ïÿòü ë¼òú, êîãäà 
èíòåíñèâíî ïåðåæèâàëèñü è ñîáîðíî îáñóæäàëèñü âñ¼ 
âîïðîñû ñâÿçàííûå ñú âçàèìîîòíîøåíiÿìè Öåðêâè âú 
Ðîññiè è Öåðêâè çà ðóáåæîìú.

Óñëûøàíà è ïðîðî÷åñêàÿ ìîëèòâà íåáåñíàãî 
ïîêðîâèòåëÿ íàøåé Çàïàäíî-Àìåðèêàíñêîé åïàðõiè, 
âåëèêàãî àðõèïàñòûðÿ, ìîëèòâåííèêà è ïîäâèæíèêà 
Iîàííà, àðõiåïèñêîïà Øàíõàéñêàãî è Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèññêàãî 
÷óäîòâîðöà:

«Ìû ìîëèìú Ãîñïîäà, äà óñêîðèòú Îíú íàñòóïëåíiå 
òîãî âîæäåëåííàãî è ÷àåìàãî ÷àñà, êîãäà Ïåðâîñâÿòèòåëü 
âñåÿ Ðóñè, âçîéäÿ íà ñâîå Ïàòðiàðøåå ì¼ñòî âú 
ïåðâîïðåñòîëüíîìú Óñïåíñêîìú ñîáîð¼, ñîáåðåòú âîêðóãú 
ñåáÿ âñ¼õú ðóññêèõú àðõèïàñòûðåé îòú âñ¼õú ðóññêîé è 
÷óæèõú çåìåëü ñøåäøèõñÿ.» («Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Øàíõàéñêîé 
ïàñòâ¼ áëàãîäàòü è ìèðú îòú Ñâÿòîé Æèâîíîñíîé Òðîèöû», 
2 îêòÿáðÿ 1946 ã.)

http://www.synod.com/synod/2007/5mlascension.html
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Ïðèçûâàþ âñ¼õú Âàñú, äîðîãiå î Ãîñïîä¼ áðàòüÿ è 
ñåñòðû, âëèòüñÿ âú ðàäîñòíîå òîðæåñòâî âîçñòàíîâëåíiÿ 
åäèíñòâà Ðóññêîé Öåðêâè: è ò¼õú, êòî ñú ñàìîãî íà÷àëà 
íûíåøíÿãî ïðîöåññà ïîòðóäèëñÿ è â¼ðèëú âú ïîá¼äó 
Õðèñòîâó; è ò¼õú êòî óá¼äèëñÿ è ïðèíÿëú åãî í¼ñêîëüêî 
ñïóñòÿ – âú òðåòié ÷àñú, âú øåñòîé è âú äåâÿòûé – áåçú 
âñÿêàãî ñîìí¼íiÿ è ñòðàõà. Îñîáî ïðîøó ò¼õú, êòî åùå âú 
îäèííàäöàòûé ÷àñú ñîìí¼âàåòñÿ è íå âïîëí¼ ïîíèìàåòú 
çíà÷åíiå íûí¼øíÿãî èñòîðè÷åñêàãî öåðêîâíàãî ñîáûòiÿ: 
îòëîæèòü ñâîè ñîìí¼íiÿ è ñòðàõè è ñìÿã÷èòü ñâîè ñåðäöà. 
Áóäåìú æå ïîìíèòü ñëîâà ñâÿòèòåëÿ Íèêîëàÿ Ñåðáñêàãî, 
ñêàçàííûÿ èìú î Âîçíåñåíiè Ãîñïîäíåìú:

«Áëàãîñëîâëÿÿ ëþäåé, Îíú [Õðèñòîñ] âîçíîñèëñÿ 
íà íåáî. Òàêèìú îáðàçîìú, Ãîñïîäü îòêðûëú íàìú âåëèêóþ 
ïðàêòè÷åñêóþ ìóäðîñòü. Áëàãîñëîâëÿÿ áëèæíèõú ñâîèõú, 
è òîëüêî áëàãîñëîâëÿÿ, ìû ñìîæåìú äóõîìú âîçíåñòèñü 
êú íåáåñàìú. Áëàãîñëîâåíiåìú ìû ñåáÿ âîçíîñèìú, à 
ïðîêëÿòiåìú íèçâåðãàåìú. ×òî äàåìú, òî è ïðèíèìàåìú. 
Åñëè áëàãîñëîâåíiå – áëàãîñëîâåíiå, åñëè ïðîêëÿòiå 

– ïðîêëÿòiå. Èòàêú, áëàãîñëîâåíiå – óñëîâiå íàøåãî 
äóõîâíàãî âîçíåñåíiÿ.» (Ïèñüìî 127, áðàòó Çäðàâêî Ò., î 
âîçíåñåíiè Ãîñïîäíåìú).

Áëàãîñëîâèìú æå ìû, âú äåíü Âîçíåñåíiÿ, íàøèõú 
áðàòüåâú è ñåñòåðú ìíîãîñòðàäàëüíîé Ðóññêîé Öåðêâè âú 
Îòå÷åñòâ¼, ÷òîáû ìû òåïåðü óæå âì¼ñò¼, âú ëîí¼ åäèíîé 
Ðóññêîé Öåðêâè, ñîâåðøàëè ä¼ëî ñâîåãî äóõîâíàãî 
âîçíåñåíiÿ.

Áëàãîñëîâåíiå Ãîñïîäíå äà áóäåòú ñú Âàìè!

† ÊÈÐÈËËÚ
Àðõiåïèñêîïú Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèññêié è Çàïàäíî-

Àìåðèêàíñêié

27 àïð¼ëÿ/12 ìàÿ 2007 ã.

http://www.wadiocese.com/more.php?id=257_0_2_0_M

Åãî Ñâÿò¼éøåñòâî Ïàòðiàðõú Àëåêñåé íà ãîðíîìú ì¼ñò¼ âú àëòàð¼ Óñïåíñêàãî Ñîáîðà Ìîñêîâñêàãî êðåìëÿ ñú 
àðõiåðÿìè ðóññêàãî ðàçñ¼ÿíiÿ, 20-ãî ìàÿ, 2007 ãîäà.

His Holiness Patriarch Alexei in the High Place of the altar in the Domition Cathedral of the Moscow Kremlin surrounded 
by bishops of the Russian Diaspora, 20th of May, 2007.

http://www.wadiocese.com/more.php?id=257_0_2_0_M
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Âîçëþáëåííûå î Ãîñïîä¼ îòöû, áðàòiå, ñåñòðû è 
ä¼òè!

Ñåãîäíÿ Ðóññêàÿ Ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ Öåðêîâü 
ïðàçäíóåòú ïàìÿòü ñâÿòûõú ñðîäíèêîâú íàøèõú 
– âñ¼õú ò¼õú, êòî îòäàëú ñâîþ æèçíü íà ñëóæåíiå 
Áîãó è áëèæíèìú. 

Áûòü â¼ðóþùèìú – çíà÷èòú èñïîâ¼äîâàòü 
â¼ðó ñâîþ ä¼ëàìè ëþáâè êú Áîãó è áëèæíèìú. 
Âåñü ñîíìú ñâÿòûõú, ïðàçäíóåìûõú ñåãîäíÿ, 
ÿâëÿåòú íàìú ïðèì¼ðú òàêîé â¼ðû, «ä¼éñòâóþùåé 
ëþáîâüþ» (Ãàë. 5, 6). Âú â¼ð¼ – âñå áëàæåíñòâî 
õðèñòiàíèíà. Ïðiîáðåñòè â¼ðó – óæå ñàìî ïî 
ñåá¼ åñòü ñîêðîâèùå: â¼ðîâàòü âú ìèëîñòü Áîæiþ 
÷åëîâ¼êú íå ìîæåòú èíà÷å, êàêú òîëüêî ïðè 
ð¼øåíiè ñëóæèòü íå ñåá¼, à Áîãó è áëèæíåìó. 
Ëþáîâü êú äðóãèìú íà÷èíàåòñÿ â¼ðîé âú òî, ÷òî 
îíè ñïîñîáíû êú ïîêàÿíiþ è îòâ¼òíîé ëþáâè. 
Â¼ðÿ ëþäÿìú è ïðîíèêàÿñü ëþáîâüþ êú íèìú, ìû 
âî âñåé ïîëíîò¼ âûðàæàåìú íàøó â¼ðó âú Áîãà. 
«Êòî ãîâîðèòú: «ÿ ëþáëþ Áîãà», à áðàòà ñâîåãî 
íåíàâèäèòú, òîòú ëæåöú», – ãîâîðèòú àïîñòîëú 
Iîàííú Áîãîñëîâú.

Ðóêîâîäñòâóÿñü çàïîâ¼äüþ î ëþáâè 
è áëàãîïîëó÷íî ðàçð¼øèâú âñ¼ âîïðîñû, 
ïðåïÿòñòâîâàâøiå ïîëíîò¼ áðàòñêàãî îáùåíiÿ 
âú åäèíîé Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè, 
íàøú Àðõiåðåéñêié Ñ¾íîäú, ñë¼äóÿ ð¼øåíiþ 
Àðõiåðåéñêàãî Ñîáîðà, ïðîøåäøàãî âú ìà¼ 
ìèíóâøàãî ãîäà, îêîí÷àòåëüíî óòâåðäèëú «Àêòú 
î êàíîíè÷åñêîìú îáùåíiè» è ïîñòàíîâèëú 
íàïðàâèòü âú Ìîñêâó äåëåãàöiþ äëÿ ó÷àñòiÿ 
âú òîðæåñòâàõú âîçñòàíîâëåíiÿ öåðêîâíàãî 
åäèíñòâà. Ïåðåæèâàíiÿ, êîòîðûÿ ìû 
èñïûòûâàëè íà ýòîìú ïðàçäíèê¼, ïðîøåäøåìú 
âú Õðàì¼ Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ âú äåíü Âîçíåñåíiÿ 
Ãîñïîäíÿ, ìí¼ íàïîìíèëè ðàäîñòü «òâîðöà 
êàíîíîâú» ïðåïîäîáíàãî ²åîôàíà, âú ñâÿçè ñú 
ïðèìèðåíiåìú, êîòîðîå áûëî äîñòèãíóòî íà VII 
Âñåëåíñêîìú Ñîáîð¼, êîãäà Öåðêîâü Õðèñòîâà 

Ïîñëàíèiå
Âûñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíí¼éøàãî

Ìèòðîïîëèòà Ëàâðà
êú ïðàçäíèêó âñ¼õú ñâÿòûõú âú Çåìë¼ Ðîññiéñêîé ïðîñiÿâøèõú

âîñòîðæåñòâîâàëà íàäú èêîíîáîð÷åñòâîìú. 
«Ïëåùóùå ñú âåñåëiåìú äíåñü â¼ðíiè âîçîïièìú: 
êîëü ÷óäíà ä¼ëà Òâîÿ, Õðèñòå, è âåëèêà ñèëà, 
íàøå åäèíîìûñëiå è ñîãëàñiå ñîä¼ëàâûé», – 
ïèøåòú ïðåïîäîáíûé ²åîôàíú âú ïåðâîé ï¼ñíè 
êàíîíà íà Òîðæåñòâî Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ. Äàëüøå, âú 
òîé æå ï¼ñíè, ÷èòàåìú: «Ïðåâåëiå áëàãîä¼ÿíiå 
âèäÿùå, ðóêàìè âîñïëåùèìú: ðàçñòîÿùèÿñÿ 
óäû Õðèñòîâû, ñîâîêóïëåíû âî åäèíñòâî, è Áîãà 
ïîõâàëèì, ìèðú ïîäàâøàãî». Òàêîâóþ ðàäîñòü 
èñïûòûâàëè êàêú ò¼, êòî ñî òðåïåòîìú æäàëú 
ýòîãî äíÿ, «åãîæå ñîòâîðè Ãîñïîäü», òàêú è ò¼, êòî 
ñú ñîìí¼íiÿìè âú ñåðäö¼ ïðèñòóïàëú êú íàøåìó 
ïàëîìíè÷åñòâó.

Ïîìèìî ñîâì¼ñòíîé ìîëèòâû âú Õðàì¼ 
Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ, ìû âú Ìîñêâ¼ ìîëèëèñü 
ó ìîùåé äîðîãîãî âñ¼ìú â¼ðíûìú Ðóññêîé 
Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè ñâÿòèòåëÿ Òèõîíà, 
Âñåðîññiéñêàãî Ïàòðiàðõà-Èñïîâ¼äíèêà; 
íà âåëèêîìú îñâÿùåíiè íîâàãî õðàìà, 
ïîñòðîåííàãî íà ì¼ñò¼ ìàññîâûõú ðàññòð¼ëîâú 
âú Áóòîâî; ó ìîñêîâñêèõú ñâÿòèòåëåé âú 
äðåâíåìú Óñïåíñêîìú ñîáîð¼ Ìîñêîâñêàãî 
Êðåìëÿ, ãä¼ ëþáèëú ñîâåðøàòü áîãîñëóæåíiÿ 
ïðèñíîïàìÿòíûé Áëàæåíí¼éøié ìèòðîïîëèòú 
Àíàñòàñié (Ãðèáàíîâñêié); âú Êiåâ¼ ó íîâî-
ñâÿùåííîìó÷åíèêà ìèòðîïîëèòà Âëàäèìiðà 
(Áîãîÿâëåíñêàãî) è ïðåïîäîáíûõú îòöåâú 
Áëèæíèõú è Äàëüíèõú Ïåùåðú Êiåâî-
Ïå÷åðñêîé Ëàâðû; âú Ïî÷àåâ¼, ãä¼ ïîäâèçàëñÿ 
ïðåïîäîáíûé Iîâú è àââà íàøåé ìîíàñòûðñêîé 
áðàòiè àðõiåïèñêîïú Âèòàëié (Ìàêñèìåíêî), è íà 
ì¼ñò¼ ÿâëåíiÿ Êóðñêî-Êîðåííîé èêîíû Áîæiåé 
Ìàòåðè. Âú êàæäîìú èçú ýòèõú ñâÿòûõú ì¼ñòú 
ìû âîçíîñèëè ìîëèòâû î íàøèõú àðõèïàñòûðÿõú 
è ïàñòûðÿõú, î ïðèõîæàíàõú íàøåé Öåðêâè, î 
íàøèõú ñåìüÿõ è ä¼òÿõú. Êú ýòèìú ìîëåíiÿìú 
ìû ïðiñîåäèíÿëè ìîëèòâó, êîòîðàÿ âú òå÷åíiå 
áåçáîæíàãî ëèõîë¼òiÿ íå ïðåêðàùàëàñü âú 
êàæäîé öåðêâè ðóññêàãî ðàññ¼ÿíiÿ – ìîëèòâó î 
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ìíîãîñòðàäàëüíîìú ðóññêîìú íàðîä¼.
Íàøè ïðåäêè ïåðåäàëè íàìú ëþáîâü êú 

îòå÷åñòâåííûìú ñâÿòûìú è ñâÿòûíÿìú – ýòè 
ñâÿòûíè íå ïðîñòî ïàìÿòíûå ì¼ñòà ïðîøëàãî. Îíè 
ñâÿçàíû ñú ñóäüáîé æèâûõú ëþäåé è ñåé÷àñú, êàêú 
è ïðåæäå, âú Ðîññiè íàðîäú Áîæié æåðòâåííî, ñú 
â¼ðîé è ëþáîâüþ âîçñòàíàâëèâàåòú ýòè ñâÿòûíè, 
ñòðîèòú õðàìû è ìîíàñòûðè, ñòðåìèòñÿ âú ñâîåé 
æèçíè ñë¼äîâàòü ñòîïàìú ïðàçäíóåìûõú íûí¼ 
ñâÿòûõú. 

Íàøà ëþáîâü íå ìîæåòú áûòü îáðàùåíà 
ëèøü êú ïðîøëîìó – îíà äîëæíà áûòü æèâîé 
è ä¼éñòâåííîé èìåííî âú íàñòîÿùåìú, âú òîìú 
ñàìîìú âðåìåíè è ì¼ñò¼ êóäà Ãîñïîäü íàñú 
ïîñòàâèëú ñëóæèòü Åìó è äðóãèìú.

Äîðîãiå î Ãîñïîä¼ îòöû, áðàòiå, ñåñòðû 
è ä¼òè, ïåðåäú íàìè òðóäíûé è òåðíèñòûé 
ïóòü óòâåðæäåíiÿ è óêð¼ïëåíiÿ öåðêîâíàãî 
åäèíñòâà ïîñðåäñòâîìú èñïîâ¼äàíiÿ íàøåé â¼ðû 
– ïðåòâîðåíiÿ åå âú äîáðûÿ ä¼ëà è ïîñòóïêè, 
âîïëîùåíiÿ âú æèçíü çàâ¼òîâú íàøèõú ñâÿòûõú 
ïðåäêîâú, ñòðîèâøèõú íàøå Îòå÷åñòâî è 
ïðèçûâàâøèõú êú ñëóæåíiþ Áîãó è ñâîåìó 
íàðîäó. Ãîñïîäü ïðèçûâàåòú íàñú êú â¼÷íîé 
æèçíè, ãä¼ öàðñòâóþòú Åãî ìèðú è Åãî ëþáîâü. 
Íî, ÷òîáû âîéòè âú ýòó áëàæåííóþ æèçíü, ìû 
äîëæíû çä¼ñü, íà çåìë¼, äîñòèãíóòü åäèíñòâà, 
ïîíèìàíiÿ, äîâ¼ðiÿ, áðàòñòâà è ëþáâè êî âñ¼ìú 
ëþäÿìú. 

«Íå óáîéòåñü, – ó÷èòú ïðåïîäîáíûé 
Åôðåìú Ñèðèíú, – ïîëîæèòü íà÷àëî äîáðîãî 
ïóòè, ââîäÿùåãî âú Æèçíü». Ïóñòü íå áîÿòñÿ íè 
ñîìí¼âàþùiåñÿ âú ð¼øåíiÿõú Ñâÿùåííîíà÷àëiÿ, 
íè óøåäøèå îòú Öåðêâè, ïîìíÿ, ÷òî êð¼ïêàÿ è 
âñåñèëüíàÿ äåñíèöà Áîæiÿ íàïðàâëÿåòú íàñú, 

îõðàíÿÿ îòú âñ¼õú á¼äú è îïàñíîñòåé. Âîîðóæèìñÿ 
æå âñå «ïèùåé äóøè», êàêú íàçûâàëè ñìèðåíiå 
ñâÿòûå îòöû. Ñâÿòèòåëü Ìîñêîâñêié Ôèëàðåòú 
(Äðîçäîâú; + 1867 ã.), ïî÷èâàþùié âú Õðàì¼ 
Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ, ñ÷èòàëú ñìèðåíiå «ñîëüþ 
äîáðîä¼òåëåé», èáî êàêú ñîëü ïðèäàåòú âêóñú 
ïèù¼, òàê ñìèðåíiå óêð¼ïëÿåòú ÷åëîâ¼êà âî âñ¼õú 
äîáðîä¼òåëÿõú. Áåçú ñìèðåíiÿ äóõîâíûå ïîäâèãè 
÷åëîâ¼êà ðàñòë¼âàþòñÿ ãîðäîñòüþ, òùåñëàâiåìú, 
ðàçäðàæèòåëüíîñòüþ è òåðÿþò ö¼íó. Ïðèì¼ðú 
òîìó – ôàðèñåé, íå ñòÿæàâøié ñìèðåíiÿ è ò¼ìú 
ïîãóáèâøié âñ¼ ïðî÷iÿ äîáðîä¼òåëè (Ëê. 18, 
11, 12). Èòàêú, áóäåìú óìîëÿòü Ãîñïîäà, ÷òîáû 
óøåäøèõú îòú íàñú áðàòié è ñåñòåðú Îíú íàó÷èëú 
ñìèðåíiþ íå çà  ôàðèñåéñòâî è íåçàêîííîå 
îòëîæåíiå îòú ñâîåãî Ñâÿùåííîíà÷àëiÿ, à çà 
ïîñëóøàíiå Öåðêâè, çà ïðåäàííîñòü, òåðï¼íiå, 
ìèðîòâîð÷åñòâî, ñòðåìëåíiå êú Íåìó è ëþáîâü. 
«Íà êîãî âîççðþ, – ãîâîðèò Ãîñïîäü, – òîëüêî íà 
êðîòêàãî è ñìèðåííàãî, òðåïåùóùàãî ñëîâåñú 
Ìîèõú» (Èñ. 66, 2).

Ïîìîëèìñÿ, âîçëþáëåííûå î Ãîñïîä¼ 
ïàñòûðè è ÷àäà Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè, 
âñ¼ìú ïðàçäíóåìûìú íûí¼ ñâÿòûìú, êîòîðûå 
â¼ðó âî Õðèñòà âú ñåé ñâîåé æèçíè ñîä¼ëàëè 
ëþáîâüþ è ïîäâèãîìú, ÷òîáû èõú ìîëèòâàìè 
ìû âñ¼ ïîá¼äèëè îäîëåâàþùié íàñú ãð¼õú è 
íàñë¼äîâàëè â¼÷íî-áëàæåííóþ æèçíü. Àìèíü.
Ñú ëþáîâüþ î Ãîñïîä¼ è ïðîñüáîé î ìîëèòâàõú,

+ Ìèòðîïîëèòú Ëàâðú
Ïåðâîiåðàðõú Ðóññêîé Çàðóáåæíîé Öåðêâè.

Íåä¼ëÿ 2-àÿ ïî Ïÿòèäåñÿòíèö¼ 2007 ã.

Àíîíñú
Ïðèáóäåòú Åãî Âûñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî Àðõiåïèñêîïú Êèðèëëú

âú âîñêðåñåíüå 22-ãî iþëÿ, 2007
Âñòð¼÷à âú 9:30 ÷àñîâú óòðà. Ëèòóðãiÿ àðõiåðåéñêèìú ÷èíîìú âú 10:00 ÷àñîâú óòðà

è ïðàçäíè÷íûé îá¼äú.
Announcing

Our diocesan bishop, His Eminence Archbishop Kyrill will visit our parish on
Sunday, July 22nd, 2007

Greeting of the Bishop is at 9:30 am, Divine Liturgy and dinner in church hall. 
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Eminent brother Archpastors, beloved-in-the-Lord 
Reverend Pastors, dear brothers, sisters and children! 

 Celebrating the Ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Church beckons all heaxr children, 
all those who were born on earth, to rejoice, singing 
“Clap your hands, all nations, for Christ has ascended 
to where He was before!” (sticheron on “Lord I call”). 
From the Church song it is clear that even the Holy 
Apostles rejoiced, for in the troparion, we sing:”You 
ascended in glory, O Christ our God, granting joy to 
Your Disciples…” 
 One sometimes hears from those who do not 
wish to part with the celebration of the Pascha of Christ 
words similar to this regarding this holiday: What is 
there to rejoice over? It would seem more fitting to 
grieve, since the Lord left His disciples and the world 
in His visible presence and ascended to the heavens and 
took His place at the right hand of God, and He will 
only return again for the terrible and just Judgment of 
the living and the dead. 
 But in fact there are many reasons to rejoice over 
the Ascension! The Apostles rejoiced because Christ 
said to them: “Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world” and He promised to send down 
His equal, the Holy Spirit, the Divine Consoler, saying: 
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for 
you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you” (John 16:7). Christ ascended physically, and 
thereby elevated human flesh and our nature to Heaven, 
to the Divine Altar, that is, He thereby brought us 
into His eternal glory. And now, when we gaze upon 
the Divine Throne, we see not a terrible punishing 
God, but a Loving, Merciful and Understanding God 
who possesses the experience of human existence and 
endured all the temptations you and I experience every 
day. We see at the Divine Throne both a Man shining 
in undying Light and Divine Glory, co-reigning and 
abiding in full unity with Him, and interceding for us, 
as John the Theologian witnessed: “My little children, 

SYNOD OF BISHOPS: May 17, 2007

Epistle on the Ascension of the Lord
by His Eminence Metropolitan Laurus,

First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world” (1 John 2:1-2). Thanks to this holy event, 
and the matter of our very salvation, achieved by Christ, 
we have become divine humans by potential. That is 
why the Apostles rejoiced, as today our Church rejoices 
together with her children, in Which they, through the 
Mysteries, commune with Divinity and the holy, sinless 
humanity of the Ascended Lord. This holiday reveals 
to our spiritual eyes the new relationship which exists 
between God and mankind, thanks to the act of our 
Savior. 
 On this holiday, we restore canonical unity and 
the fullness of church communion in one Local Russian 
Orthodox Church. Today, the path approved by the IV 
All-Diaspora Council and the Council of Bishops that 
followed, has reached its conclusion. 
 The dogma of the unity of the Church is expressed 
in the Creed, confirmed by the Ecumenical Councils 
on the basis of the Gospel of Christ. The Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Chief and Creator of our faith and salvation, 
established only one Church on earth, entrusted to Her 
alone the true faith, made her alone the treasury of His 
blessed Gifts. He desired this and especially prayed to 
the Heavenly Father, that all those who follow Him, 
that is, all Orthodox Christians, would be “one flock” 
under His guidance, the “One Shepherd” (John 10:16). 
The following words spoken by the Savior confirm the 
unity and indivisibility of the Church: “Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every 
city or house divided against itself shall not stand… He 
that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth 
not with me scattereth abroad” (Matthew 12:25, 30). 
Apostle Paul provides significant foundations for the 
unity of the Church by likening it to the members 
of a human body: “For as the body is one,” said the 
Apostle, “and hath many members and all the members 
of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is 
Christ… Now ye are the body of Christ, and members 
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in particular” (I Corinthians 12:12, 27). 
 But what actual duty emerges for us, dear brothers 
and sisters in the Resurrected Lord, from the concept of 
the unity of the Church? In the words of Apostle Paul, 
all believers, forming together within the Church one 
body, must “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Ephesians 4:4), without refusing communion 
in the Mysteries and not separating themselves from 
universal accord through disobedience to the Divinely-
confirmed ecclesiastical Hierarchy. “Do not be tempted, 
brethren,” said Holy Martyr Ignatius, “he who follows 
the teacher of schism shall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, he who holds to an alien teaching shares not in 
the suffering of Christ.” Holy Bishop-Martyr Cyprian 
of Carthage witnesses that people who turn away from 
communion in the Church “even if they die in witness of 
the name of Christ, their sin shall not be cleansed with 
their blood; indelible and grievous is the sin of division, 
which is not washed away even through suffering” ( On 
the Unity of the Church ). Moving also are the words 
of the same Father: “Who hearkens not to the Church is 
not a son of the Church, and he for whom the Church is 
not a mother, to him God is not a father.” 
 So, my beloved ones, let us rejoice in these 
festive days of the Paschal Triodion, because through 
these events, which saved the world, the Lord made our 
natures divine, freed us and delivered us from death and 
corruption, and, completing the task of our salvation by 
establishing the Holy Church, He, as the first sticheron 
after the elevation of the cross says: “elevates us to the 
prime blessedness,” that is, restores the direct contact 
with God that was lost through the sinful fall of our 
ancestors, which we now obtain thanks to the special 
mercy and providence towards us, within the salvific 
Mysteries of the Church. 
 Stand firmly in the faith, my dear ones, make 
bold, be staunch in the unshakable foundation of the 
Church, which is “the pillar and the ground of the truth” 
(1 Timothy 3:15). Amen. 
 With love in the Lord and my plea for your 
holy prayers, 

+ Metropolitan Laurus 
First Hierarch

of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
May 14/27, 2007

http://www.synod.com/synod/eng2007/5enmlascension.html

 Pre-Ascension Epistle
of the Ruling Archbishop

of San Francisco &
Western America

 Dear Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Children,

CHRIST IS RISEN!

 As the end of the Paschal period of the Church 
year approaches we remember not only the joy of Christ’s 
resurrection, not only the victory of the faithfullness and 
love of the Myrrhbearing Women, but also the fear of the 
Apostles, Thomas’ unbelief and the blind man’s lack of 
vision. The qualities of these last ones – fear, unbelief, 
blindness – repeat themselves continuously not only in the 
general life of the Church, but also in the spiritual lives of 
each one of us. And nevertheless, for those who are with 
Christ – trust and love always conquer.
 Dear faithful of the Western American Diocese, we 
stand on the threshhold of a great and holy event. On May 
17, 2007, the feast of the Lord’s Ascension, by the mercy of 
God, Russian Church unity will be restored. On this day in 
Moscow His Holiness Alexey II, Patriarch of Moscow and 
All Russia and His Eminence Metropolitan Laurus, First 
Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, 
will sign the “Act of Canonical Communion.” Following 
the signing of the Act, the hierarchs and clergy of the two 
parts of the Russian Church, in Russia and abroad, for the 
first time after an 80 year division, will jointly celebrate the 
Divine Liturgy and with one heart and one mouth approach 
the Holy Chalice of Christ.
 This unity is the result of God’s Grace, the blood of 
the New Martyrs of Russia and the sorrow and suffering of 
our fathers and mothers. It has been achieved by us through 
many prayers and much heartfelt anguish, especially in the 
course of the last five years, when the questions regarding the 
relationship between the Church in Russia and the Church 
Abroad were intensely debated and discussed.
 The prophetic prayer of the heavenly patron of our 
Western American Diocese, the great hierarch, man of prayer 
and ascetic, Saint John, the Wonderworker of Shanghai and 
San Francisco, has been heard:
 “We pray to the Lord, that He will hasten the 
coming of that long-desired and awaited hour, when the First 
Hierarch of All Russia, going up to his Patriarchal place in the 
Cathedral of the Dormition in Moscow, will gather around 
him all the Russian Archpastors, who have come from all 
the Russian and foreign lands.” (Explanatory Address to the 

http://www.synod.com/synod/eng2007/5enmlascension.html
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Flock of Shanghai, October 2, 1946)
 I call upon all of you, dear brothers and sisters, to 
join in this joyous celebration of the restoration of Russian 
Church unity: those of you who from the beginning of the 
process worked towards this unity and believed in the victory 
of Christ; those who came to an understanding and accepted 
the process later, at the third hour, the sixth hour, the ninth 
hour – without any doubt and fear. I especially ask those, 
who at the eleventh hour still have doubts and do not fully 
comprehend the meaning of the present historical Church 
event: lay aside your doubts and fears and soften your hearts. 
Let us recall the words of Saint Nicholas of Serbia on the 
Feast of Ascension:
 «As Christ ascended unto heaven He blessed 
the people. Thus our Lord revealed to us a great practical 
wisdom. In blessing our close ones, and only blessing them, 
can we ascend in Spirit to the heavens. With a blessing we 
lift ourselves up, but with a curse (condemnation) we bring 
ourselves down. What we give is what we receive. If we give 
a blessing – we receive a blessing; if we curse (condemn), 
then we receive condemnation. Thus, a blessing is a condition 
of our spiritual ascension.” (Letter 127, To Brother Zdravko 
T., On the Lord’s Ascension).
 On the day of Ascension let us bless our brothers 
and sisters of the much suffering Church of Russia, 
so that we can now, together, in the fold of one united 
Russian Church, work towards our spiritual ascension.
 May the Lord’s blessing be with you!

† KYRILL
Archbishop of San Francisco and Western America

April 27/May 12, 2007

http://www.wadiocese.com/enews_comments.php?id=258_0_14_0_C

Epistle
of His Eminence

Metropolitan Laurus
on the Day of All Russian Saints

Dear in the Lord Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and 
Children! 

 Today the Russian Orthodox Church celebrates 
the memory of our holy compatriots, those who devoted 
their lives to serving God and neighbor. 
 To be a believer is to confess ones faith through 
deeds of love for God and for neighbor. The entire host 
of saints whom we celebrate today served as examples 
of such faith “which worketh by love” (Galatians 5:6). 
In faith is the blessedness of the Christian. To acquire 
faith is a treasure in and of itself: man cannot believe in 
the mercy of God without making the decision to serve 
not himself, but God and his neighbor. Love for others 
begins with the belief that repentance and requited love 
are possible within them. “He who says ‘I love God’ 
yet hates his brother is a liar,” says Apostle John the 
Theologian. 
 Guided by the testament of love and resolving 
to satisfaction all questions which hindered the fullness 
of brotherly communion within the one Russian 
Orthodox Church, our Synod of Bishops, following the 
decision of the Council of Bishops of May of last year, 
finally confirmed the Act of Canonical Communion and 
decided to send a delegation to Moscow to participate 
in the celebrations of the reestablishment of church 
unity. What we experienced on this holiday in Christ 
the Savior Cathedral on the day of the Ascension of the 
Lord, reminded me of the joy felt by the “author of the 
canons,” St Theophanes, on the reconciliation that the 
Church achieved at the 7 th Ecumenical Council, when 
the Church of Christ defeated iconoclasm. “Let us and 
all the faithful cry aloud and leap with joy today; How 
marvelous are Thy works, O Christ! How great is Thy 
might! For Thou hast made us of one mind and brought 
about our agreement,” writes St Theophanes in the 
first ode on the Triumph of Orthodoxy. Further in the 
same ode we read: “Seeing the great blessing we have 
received: how the divided members of Christ have been 
brought to unity, let us clap our hands for joy and praise 
God who has granted us peace!” This joy was felt by 

http://www.wadiocese.com/enews_comments.php?id=258_0_14_0_C
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those who awaited this day with trepidation, this day 
“that the Lord hath created,” as did those who joined 
our pilgrimage with doubts. 
 Besides the joint prayer in Christ the Savior 
Cathedral, we prayed in Moscow at the relics of St 
Tikhon, All-Russian Patriarch and Confessor, who is 
so dear to the faithful of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia; during the great consecration of 
a new church built on the site of mass executions in 
Butovo; at the burial place of the Moscow Hierarchs in 
the ancient Uspensky Cathedral in the Kremlin, where 
His Eminence Metropolitan Anastassy (Gribanovsky) 
of blessed memory loved to serve; in Kiev, at the 
crypt of Holy Hieromartyr Metropolitan Vladimir 
(Bogoyavlensky) and the holy fathers of the Near and 
Far Cave of Kievo-Pecherskaya Lavra; in Pochaev, 
where St Job and the Abbot of our monastic brethren, 
Archbishop Vitaly (Maximenko) labored; and on the 
site of the appearance of the Kursk-Root Icon of the 
Mother of God. In each of these holy places we raised 
our prayers for our archpastors and pastors, for the 
parishioners of our Church, for our families and our 
children. To these prayers we added the prayer which 
never ceased in every single church of the Russian 
diaspora throughout the terrible godless years—the 
prayer for the much-suffering Russian people. 
 Our ancestors gave us our love for the holy sites 
and holy things of our Fatherland—they are not just 
monuments to the past. They are bound with the fate of 
living persons, and today, as in the past, the people of 
God in Russia live in sacrifice, with faith and with love 
they are now restoring these holy places, they build 
churches and monasteries, they strive to follow in the 
footsteps of those whom we remember today. 
 Our love cannot be directed only at the past—it 
must live and act in the present itself, in the time and 
place where the Lord has put to serve Him and our 
neighbor. 
 Dear in the Lord fathers, brothers, sisters and 
children, before us lies the difficult and thorny path of 
confirming and strengthening our church unity through 
the confession of our faith—turning our faith into good 
works and deeds, manifesting in life the legacy of our 
holy ancestors, building our Fatherland and calling 
others towards serving God and our people. The Lord 
calls us to eternal life, where His peace and His love 
reign. But in order to enter this blessed existence, we 
must here, on earth, achieve unity, understanding, trust, 

brotherhood and love for all. 
 “Fear not,” teaches St Efrem the Syrian, “to 
set out upon the good path which leads to Life.” May 
they not fear, those who do not doubt the decisions 
of the Hierarchy, nor those who have left the Church, 
remembering that the strong and omnipotent Hand of 
God guides us, protecting us from all crises and dangers. 
Let us protect ourselves with the “food for the soul,” 
what the Holy Fathers called humility. Holy Hierarch 
Philaret (Drozdov, +1867) of Moscow, whose remains 
lie in Christ the Savior Cathedral, considered humility 
the “salt of good deeds,” for just as salt strengthens the 
flavor of food, so does humility strengthen a person in 
his good works. Without humility, the spiritual podvigi 
of man disintegrate in pride, in self-importance, in 
aggravation, and they lose their value. An example 
of this is the Pharisee who had no humility and thus 
rendered meaningless all his other good deeds (Luke 
18:11, 12). So let us pray the Lord that He teach humility 
to those who brothers and sisters who have left us, not 
for their Phariseeism and for their unlawful departure 
from their Hierarchy, but towards obedience to the 
Church, towards devotion, patience, peace-making, 
striving for Him, and for love. “But to this man will I 
look,” said the Lord, “even to him that is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word (Isaiah 66:2). 
 Let us pray, beloved in the Lord pastors and 
flock of the Russian Church Abroad, to all those whom 
we celebrate today, who joined their faith in Christ in 
this life with love and podvigi, so that through their 
prayers we all may overcome the sin which defeats us, 
and that we inherit the eternal life of bliss. Amen. 
 With love in the Lord, and a plea for your 
prayers, 

+ Metropolitan Laurus

 
First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church 

Outside of Russia 

2nd Sunday of Pentecost 2007

 http://www.synod.com/synod/eng2007/6enmlposlaniye.html
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