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GEATO-RO3HECENCKON LEPKRH
B'h ropoAk GakpamenTo
3anapno-AMepHKaNCKAA enapyis
Pycekan TIparocaagnana Iepkorb 3arpauueri

I'Tocaanie I Tarpiapxa MockoBckaro u Bces Pycn

Kupuaasa

APXUIIACTBIPAMD, IACTBIPSIM'D, AiaKOHaM’b, MOHAIICCTBYIOIINMD U BChMB B’thbIM’I) JaAaMb

Pyccxoii I IpaBocaasnoii Llepksu

IIO CAyYaI0 IATHUABTIS OAIMCaHIA AXTa 0 KAHOHUYECKOMD OOIIEHIN
Mexay Mockosckums I arpiapxaroms u Pycckoii IIpaBocaaBnoit Llepksu 3arpanurieit

0341002eHHbIe 0 I'ocrioas ITpeocssiieHHbIe

apXMIIacTBIPY, BCeYeCTHBIE IPeCBUTEPHl U

AlaKOHBI, OOTOAI00MBEIE MHOKY Y MTHOKMHIL,
Aoporie OpaTbs 1 cecTpbi!

«Mupv Opamiamv u A10006b Cb 610Pot0 OM'b
boea Omuya u I'ocnoda ITucyca. baazodambv co 6cromu
HeusMronHo Ato0Auumu  Iocnoda nauazo lucyca
Xpucma» (Ed. 6:23-24).

Hpmbs Pycckas Ilpasocaasnas llepkosb
orMbuaery 1ATUABTIE ToAIIMCAHIsT AKTa O
KaHOHMYECKOMD 00IIeHin. DToTh JOKyMEHTbD
IIOAOXNADL KOHEITb MHOTOABTHBMY pa3413AeH1I0
Mexxay Mockosckums [laTrpiapxaroms u Pycckonn
IIpaBocaasnoit Ilepkospio 3arpanuneii. Mer
BCIIOMMHaeM'bO COOBITiN00AbIIIarouCTOpMYecKaro
3HaueHis, 3HaMeHYIOIleMb cOo0Oll IpeosoAabHie
OAHOTO  M3b  TparM4eckKuxb  IOCABACTBiN
IIOAUTUYECKOI UM AYXOBHONM  KaTacTpOQwl,
nepe>xxnroi Poccient Bb XX ctoabrin.

Bbr Munysmems BBKB Hamy Poauny u
LlepkOBb MOCTUTAM TXKEABNMIIISA VCIIBITAHIA.
Paspymaanchk Xpambl, OCKBEpPHAAUCH CBSTBIHMU,
rpy6o nonmpaaack boroms gapoBaHHas1 4eA0BBKY
cBO0OJa, XUTOHD II€PKOBHBIN paszgupaan Bparu
BHBIIIHIe 1 BHyTpeHHie. bpartoyOiiicTBeHHas
MeXaoycoOuija Ioryomaa MMUAAIOHBI HaIIMXb
corpak4aHb, a AIOTOCTh 0e300KHBIXD TOHUTeAel
npuseaa Kb KOHUMHD 3a M XPpUCTOBO BeAMKaro

couMa HoBOMyyeHUKOBL " UCHOBBAHMKOBD
Pocciricknxs.

Pesoaroniist n mocabayromas rpakAaHcKas
BOJHA CTaAM IIPUYMHONM MacCOBOIO MCXOJa M3b
Poccin Hammuxs cooTeyecTBeHHNKOBD. M1.1110HBI
XDb OKa3aAUCh pacCBIHHBIMM IIO BCeMy Mipy.
[IpaBocaaBHass Bbpa oOBeAMHsAa OBKEHIIEBD,
U OHM OepeXHO COXpaHSIAU OIOHb BBpHI,
repejasas €ero U3b IIOKO/AeHisd Bb nokoaeHie. Ho
ApaMaTuUJecKis MCTOpUUYecKiss 00CTOATeAbCTBaA
BBI3BAAU pasabaeHie BHYTpU pycckaro
IIPaBOCAABHArO pacChsHisl.

Bocxoas Ha  KpecTh, IIpaBOCAaBHas
Pyco Bbpuaa Bb cBoe BocKpeceHie. C 0COOBIMB
ycepaieMb BO3HOCUAM Yaja II@PKOBHbIE — KaKb
Bb Orteuectsb, Takb U 3a ero mnpedbsamm —
MoanTBhl Ko I'ocrtoay n Criacureaio HarreMy o0b
yIpa3AHeHiu ropectHaro pasabaenisa. B »tomsb
JasHiM MBI 00palaanch Kb AepP3HOBEHHOMY
HeOeCHOMY IIpeACTaTeAbCTBY HOBOMYUY€HVKOBb.

MmuaocTtpio Bbosxpeinn CUTYyaIlis Bb
cTpanb M3MBHMAACh KOPEHHBIMDB O00OpPasOMb.
ITpaBocaaBHbIe 2104V BOCHPUHAN 9TO KaKb Aapb
cpoite. Pycckast [Tpasocaasnast Llepkoss oOpbaa
IIOAHYIO CBOOOAY BB TOMB 4umncAb 1 BB cpedb
LIepPKOBHO-TOCY Z4aPCTBeHHBIXh OTHOIIICHIIA.
Pasabaenie 0p110 604ab10 Beelt Llepksu, ckopObIO
Bcero Hapoga. I sT1O0 He 1peyBeanmdeHie:
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AOCTaTOYHO BCIIOMHUTL, Ch KaKIM'b BHIMaHieMb
Halre oOmIecTBO CcABAMAO 3a HAYaBIIMMCS
coarokeHieMb. He ocraBasace Oe3ydacTHON Kb
HeMy U ToCyJapCTBeHHas BAacTb. Bb mporecch
Alaaora MbBI ABIICTBOBaAM TaKb, YTOOBI He
HaHOCUTH yIiepOa 11 HOBBIXb paHb APYI'b APYIY.
Ha sTOomMB myTu He MOrao OBITh HOOBAUTeAei
un 1no0bausmuxs. Be mrors modbay odep>kasa
BCcA MHOromMmaaioHHast Pycckas LlepkoBb, ube
€AVHCTBO OBLA10 BOCCTAHOBAEHO.

B® »Tu AHU MBI MOAUTBEHHO BCIIOMITHAEMb
Cearbumaro Ilarpiapxa MockoBckaro m Bces
Pycu Aaexcia II n BricokompeocssieHHBIIIaro
Mutponoauta  Bocrouno-AmepukaHcKaro u
Hrro-Iopkckaro Aaspa. By npasauuks Bosnecenis
l'octioanss 4/17 wmast 2007 roga Ha amBOHB
KaeeJpaabHaro cobopHaro Xpama Xpucra
Cnacureasi OHM CKpenMAM CBOUMM IOAIMCIMU
AKTH O KaHOHIMYECKOMD OOIIeHiM U COBMEBCTHO
copepmnan  boxecrsennyo antypriio. Mbr
01arogapuMp TakXe BCbXb TBXb, KTO HIOTPYAUACS
U IpUOAMKAAb DTO €4UHCTBO.

Teriepp, KOrga BO3CTAHOBJAEHO Hallle
oO1reHie 1 MbI BMBCTS ITpryaIiaeMcst OTh € AMHOM
Yamm, Bosbaarogapums Bcemmaoctusaro bora,
CBoel0 BCeCHABHOIO JeCHUIIeI0 IpUBEeAIaro
Hach Kb BOXKAEAE€HHOMY €AVHCTBY, BO caaBy Ero
Caaroro umenu u Ha 6aaro Ero Cssroi Llepksu.
CerogHss MBI MOXeMb CMbBJAO CKaszaTh, dYTO
ABAOMD MCHOAHUAU 3aBBTH CBATUTEAs TMXOHa,
IlaTtpiapxa  Bcepoccmiickaro:  «VImMeHHO BB
eAVIHeHil, COTAaCHOMb ABIICTBOBaHIiN 1 OpaTCKOii
A100BM — cuaa». MBI MOXeMb Cb PasoCTbIO
CBUABTEAbCTBOBaTb, 4YTO BpaTa agoBel (Me.
16:18) ne ogoaban Pycckyio Llepkoss. Ona HeIHD
I110A0TBOPHO COBepIllaeTh CBOE CHaCUTeAbHOE
cayxeHie kakb Bb OrteuyecTBb, TakKb U 3a €ro
npeabaaMiu.

[Iatuakrie,  KOTOpOE  MpPOIIAO0  CO
BpeMeHI IIoANMCaHisl AKTa O KaHOHMYECKOMD
oOmieHin, 06140 Ooraro AoOpbsIMU ITpuUMBpaMu

B3anMoabiicTia. He  aocraners  BpemeHny,
9TOOBI MPUBOAUTH HPUMBPHI ITOBCEAHEBHOTO
copabOTHMYECTBA Ha MBCTaxsb, KOTOPEIe

CBUABTEABCTBYIOTh: Hallla LlepkoBb He TOABKO
IIpoOBO3rAaallleHa Ternepb eAuHON, HO U Ha Abab
TaKoOBOM sABAseTcA. /Jaxe yAUBUTEABHO, KaKb
OBICTPO U A€TKO IaAy MHOTOABTHie CpelOCTeHisl.

DTO €Ta10 BO3MO>XKHBIMD IMEHHO IIOTOMY, UTO MBI
OBLAM U OCTaeMCsI HOCUTEASIMIU OAHOM U TOWM >Ke
PYCCKOI1 ITpaBOCAaBHOI TpaAullil, y HaCh e AVHbIe
AYXOBHBIE 11 HpaBCTBEHHBIe ITBHHOCTM, KOTOpbIe
MBI HeCeM'b Mipy.

Byaems OaarogapHO 1 Oepe’XHO XpPaHUTh
BeANKill Japb eauHcTBa lLlepksu, eauHCTBa
Hapoga boxis. byseMs npoTuBocTOsATH AI00BIMD
IIOIIBITKaM BHECTU CMYTY U pa3abaeHie Bb XKU3Hb
IlepxBu, 1mokoaeOaTh OCHOBBI €e KaHOHIYECKaro
OBITisL.

byasemMp ycepaHo Moautbcsa o TBXb, KTO
II0 pa3HbBIMb IIPMYMHAMDb HaXOAMUTCsS elje BHB
eaunctBa ¢b Pycckon Ilpasocaasnoin Liepkosbro.
CHoOBa 1 cHOBa IlpurilamlaeM’db JMXb Bb OOlleHie
A100BM XPUCTOBOI, KOTOpasli He UIIETHh CBOETO,
He pasgpa’kaeTcs, He MBICAUTD 34a, He pajyeTcs
HellpaBAb, a copalyeTcsl UICTUHE; BCce IIOKPLIBAeTD,
BCceMy BBpUTD, Bcero HagbeTcsl, Bce nepeHocuTs (1
Kop. 13:5-7).

l'ocrioap xe ga OpU3PUTH MUAOCTUBBIMb
CBOMM®D OKOMD Ha Halllyl MOAUTBBI U TPYAbl U
6aarocaosuts aoau Csost mupoms (Ilc. 28:11),
0 KoTopoMb OHB TOBOPMAD allOCTOAaMb IIepedb
Commu crpaga”iamMu: Mups Mot ocTaBasio
BaM’b, MUPD Moit aaio Bams (In. 14:27).

AMUHBE.

+KVIPVIAA'D,
ITATPIAPXD MOCKOBCKII 11 BCESI PYCI

Mockaa,
17 mas 2012 roaa

http://www.synod.com/synod/2012/20120515_print_pkposlaniye.html
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Tpu uckyimennisa b Opaksb.

Murponoants Aumaccoanckin Adanacinn (Huxkoaay)

BI Y>K€ TOBOPUAHU O TOMB, YTO bors corBopuan
9cAOBBKAa M IIOCCAMAB €ro Bb palo, IAb OHB
CYLIECTBOBaAb  €CTECTBCHHO, OyAyud  Bb
3APAaBBIXb B3aUMOOTHOIIEHISAXD cO cBOeH sxeHoM EBoit. Mxb
1rbABIO OBIAO HE pOXAeHie AbTel, a T03HaHIE COBEPLIEHCTBA,
IOCTHXKEHIE COBEPIIEHHOMN Bosxieit AI0OBH, 4TO U SIBASIETCS
TAABHOM ITBABIO 6pa1<a. IToaromyxaxaoe Tauncrso Llepxsu,
BKAKOYAsI 6pam>, COBEPIIAETCS AASL NpOLIEHisA rpbxoBb U
crspkanis Bbunoi sxusHu. [Toatomy 6pa1<1) ecth 1amHCTBO,
xapusMa, Koropyio bors 6AAarOCAOBASCTD U MTOAACTD HAMD
Bb Llepksu. IToatomy LlepkoBp 6aarocaoBasers Opaxs
U CYUTACTh CEMBIO TAKUMb MBCTOMB, KyAa YEAOBBKB
HAIIPaBASETCA, 4TOOBI PACKpPHIAOCH €TO NPEAHA3HAYEHIE.

Bp kxomeunomb cyerhs 1babio 6pa1<a SIBASICTCSI
npeoposbHie ero camoro - mnpeoAoAbTh 6pal<1>, a He
IpeBpaIjaTh €ro Bb HAOAB, CMOTPBTh Ha Hero Kakb Ha
CPEACTBO, NpU3BaHHOE IpuBecTU Tebst Kb bory. ArboBb
Bb Opakh He ormbHsercs, moTomy uto Boxis a060Bb He
OTMbHsIETD AIOOBU Kb AIOASMB U HalICH AI0OBU APYI'b Kb
APYTY, He OTMBHSETD HU CYNIPY>KECKOH AI0OBHU, HU AI0OBU
Kb ABTAMD, 2 HAIPOTUBD, AbAacTh YearoBbUCCKyIO A100OBD
Kkpbmue, cuapabe, unie, spoposbe, abracTts eec mouctunkb
COBEPIIECHHOHM.

CeroaHst MbI 6yAeMb roOBOPUTH 0 HEKOTOPBIX' O0AbE
IPaKTHYECKUXD BOINPOCAXD, KACAIOI[UXCS HpO6ACM’b, Ch
KOTOPBIMD YEAOBBKD CTAAKUBAETCSA Bb 6pa1<"ls. Mpr 3HAaEMD,
YTO CTPACTEH, Cb KOTOPHIMHU MbI NPHU3BAHBI 6op0TLCﬂ, -
OCHOBHBIXDb, Thxb, 4TO 6op10T1) 9eAOBbBKa U U3D KOTOPHIXD
POXAQIOTCA OCTAaABHBIS CTPACTH, - TPH: caaBoarobie, TO
eCTb 3TOM3Mb, cpebpoarbic u caacroarbie. [Toyemy mbl
TaKb CYUTACMB?

M3t yyenis oruoss LlepxBu 1 u3b uxb OmbITa,
a TAaBHOE - U3 CBATOH >KU3HU XPI/ICTa, OIIMCAHHOU Bb
EBanreain, c¢b OYEBHAHOCTBIO SIBCTBYETH, 4YTO AiaBOAD
BOCBAaAD IIPOTHBH XPHCTA Ch IHOMOIIBIO ITHUXB TPEXD
HCKYIIEHIH. HepBoe - 9TO UCKYIIEHI€ 3TOM3Ma, cAaBoAObie,
caMOMHbHi€ M TOPAOCTb: €CAU Ter Coiap boxii, 6POCI)C5I
OTCI0A2 BHH3b, roBopurbh oHb Emy(Ak. 4: 9). Bropoit
ITOMBICEAD, - IOMBICEAD CAACTOAIOOIS, - MBI BUAUMD, KOTAQ
AIaBOAB IIpeAAaraeTs XpHUCTY IPEBPATUTH KAMHH Bb xAEOB.
U tperse nckyiuetie - cpebpoarobieMs, KOrAa HCKYCUTECAD
npeasaracts Emy OGorarctBa Bcero Mmipa. Pasymbercs,

Xpucroch oTBEprs BCh 9TM TPU HCKYIICHIS M TaKUMb
oOpasoMp nob6bAuAb AlaBoAa. DTH K€ TPH MCKYLICHIs
BOBHHUKAIOTD U IIEPEAb KOKABIMD 4€AOBEKOM®B - rOU3Mb,
U3b KOTOPAro POXAAIOTCS BCS MPOYis CTPACTH, a TAKOKE
cpebpoarobie u caacroarbic.

Cp Apyroit croponsl, y Hack umbiorcs u Tpu
XapHU3MBbl, TPU BBICIIis AO6pOA’hTCAI/I Cssitoro Ayxa, a
HUMCHHO Bbpa, HapeXKAd U AI00OBB - OHHU HUAYTDH BMbBCTh.
Bbpa - ato OcHOBa, Ha KOTOPOH BMXXAYTCA HAACKAA U
AIOOOBD, TAK' XK€ KaK'b M ATOU3Mb €CTh OCHOBA, U3b KOTOPOK
poxkaatoTcsi BCh OCTaAbHBIA CTpacTu - cpebpoarwbic u
caactoaobie. Takp U ceMeHHBIN 4eAOBBKD, CTpEMAIIICA
Kb COBEPIICHCTBY BO XpHUCTh, AOAKEHD OyAeT OOPOTHCs
- KaKb U BCAKIN IOABM3AIOMIINACA XPHUCTiAHUHD, 6yAb TO
MOHAXb MAHM MIPSHUHB, - Cb ITUMH TPeMsi OOABIIUMH U
TAQBHBIMH CTPACTAMH.

Irousmbp

[lepBast cTpacTh, Kakb MbI CKa3aAH, - 3TO ATOU3Mb.
Kaxp xe onn nposBasgercsa Ha Abab? Yro on osnavaerh?
CaMO CAOBO A2eTh HaMb OTBBTB - «3roU3Mb>», TO €CTh
BCE BPALIACTCS BOKPYI'b HALICTO «3ro»: «TOABKO s H
HUKTO ApPYToii! Sl Takp Aymalo, A Takb CYHTAIO, S TaKb
xody, MHb TaK HpaBUTCS, 51 XO4y, 4TOOBI OBIAO Taks!»
Bce at0, ecTecTBeHHBIMBD 00pasoMDb NPOUCTEKAOLICE U3
3TOMCTHYECKON HACTPOCHHOCTH Y€AOBbKa, HE IO3BOASICTS
STOMCTUYHOMY 4EAOBBKY MOAIOOMTbH CHABHO, HE AQCTBH
BO3A0OUTh. [lpudnHa Bb TOMB, YTO OHD HE MOXETbH
IpeBO3MOYb cebsl, OHb 3aMKHYTH Bb CBOCMb arousmb, Bb
CBOEMb HMHAMBHAYaAU3MB. OroucTUYHBIA 4eAOBBKD HeE
MOXETb HH BO3AKOUTH, HU cMuputhes. M xakb ke oHB
CMHUPHTCSI, KOTAZ OHB 3TOUCTH, - OHDb AQKE HE MOXCETbH
IPU3HATH CBOUX'b OLIKOOKD, IOTOMY YTO BCEIAA U BO BCEMb
OIIPaBABIBACTb CEOSL.

SroucTp HE MOXKETD OOIIATHCS, OH'B HE CIOCOOEHD
Ha 9TO, IIOTOMYy 9YTO AASL TOTO, 4TOOBI OOWIATBCS Cb
APYTHMb 4€AOBBKOM®B, HAAO BBIMTH 3a HpeabAabl camoro
ceOs, HapAO ycablmath Apyroro. Ho 4ro6br ycabimars
APYIOTO - M YCABILIAT Bb TOYHOCTH TO, YTO OHb CKa3aAb,
- HPEXAE BCETO HAAO, YTOOBI 3aMOAYAA Tl CAMb, YTOOBI ¥
Te6s1 He OBIAO CBOMX'b MBICACH, IOMBICAOBbD, YTOOBI Y TeOsI
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He OBIAO IPEAPACCYAKOBB, 4TOOBI ThI 3apaHbe He ObIAB
IPEAPACIIOAOKEHD Kb YEMY-TO, YTOOBI ThI MOI'b 3aTEMB Cb
ACTKOCTBIO ITOCTABUTH ccOs1 Ha MbcTO Apyroro yeaosbka.
HeapaBHO s ycablasb OAHY aMEPHKAHCKYIO ITOCAOBHILY,
KOTOpPasi TAACHTB: « EcAM X04elb HOHATh APYroro, HpoHAu
Iapy BepCTb Bb €ro OOTHHKAXb, ¥ ThI IIOMMeELIb €rox». To
eCTb, 4TOObI IIOHATH 4€AOBBKA, HAAO CIIyCTHTBCS TYAQ,
rab HaxoauTcs OoHBb. VAU IOAHATBCA, €CAM OHB CTOUTDH
BbIcoko. Hapo monATs apyroro uesobka, yBUABTH, Kakb
OHB POCH, €r0 BO3PACTD TAIOKe UMbeTdb 3HaucHie, U Aaxe
PA3HHUIIA IIOAOBD: MY>KYHHA U )KEHIIMHA - HE OAHO U TO XK€,
OAHA IICHXOAOTISl y HEro, U ApPyras y Hee, OAHa 6ioaoris
y Hero, U Apyras y Hee. BospacTs Taioke MrpaeTh pOAb.
Oano abao - veaoBbks Bb 20 abTB, M Apyroe - B 30, 40,
50. YeroBbk®, KOTOPBIM POCH Bb OAHOM Cpeab, OTAMYaeTcst
OT’B BBIPOCIIATO Bb APYroil. Aaxxe MbcTo, 3B KOTOpPAaro Mel
IIPOHCXOAUMB, UMbeTs 3HaueHie. Aa, 310 6b1A0 TOAMEYCHO
TBICSYM Pasb. Hmbers 3nauenie u mbcro, Bb KOTOPOMb
4eAOBEK' BRIPOCH: Bb KAKOMB Fopoab, Bb KakoMb ceAb, Tpu
KaKHUXb OOCTOATEABCTBAXD.

Yro6b! MOXKHO OBIAO OOWIATHCS Cb APYTHMb, HAAO
€ro ITOHSTH, IOCTABUTH ceOs Ha ero MbcTo, CTaTh OAHUMD
BABIMB Cb HUMB. AOKAa3aTeABCTBO TOMY - XPHCTOCS.
XpHCTOCH MOI'b CIIACTH HACH, OyAyun Ha HeOb. OHb MOrs
CITACTH HACh, IPUCAABD Cloaa EBaHreaie nAn eme Kakumsp-
HUOYAb MHBIMB criocobomb. Aast Xpucra HETs Hudero
TpyaHaro. OHs, 0AHaKO, 3TOrO He cabaans. OHb a0COAIOTHO,
MTOAHOCTBIO CTaAb deA0BbKOMB, TOAOOHBIMB HAM'b, YTOOHI -
HMEHHO TOCAL TOT0, Kak'b MBI OKa3a AUCh OE3CHABHBI, - CMOYb
cract Hach. YTOOBI MBI MOTAH COEAUHHUTHCS ¢b Humsb, u
4yTOOBI TOKA3aTh HAM'P UCTUHHBIH criocobs obmenis. Onp
craab YeaoBbKOMD pasu HaCh.

Yro6b! 001mAaThCSI CO CBOEH XKEHOI, MY>Xb AOAXKCHb
HOHSTB, KAK'b AYMAeTh KCHA, - €CAU OH'b ITOTO He CABAAET®,
eMy HHKOTAA HE YAACTCSI OOLIAThCSI Ch HEH, U OHB BCETAQ
OyaeTs AymMaTh 0 xeHb mo-cBoemy. Taroke U xeHa, ecan et
HE YAACTCSL HAYYHUTBCSA TOMY, KaKb AyMAeTh MY>KYHHA, YETO
XOYETh MY)KYHMHA, YETO OHD JKAETH OTH XKECHBI, KAKb OHb
XOYETD, YTOOBI )KCHA OTHOCHAACH Kb HEMY, - €H HUKOTAQ He
YAACTCsL OOIAThCS Cb HUMB. 10 Xe caMoe OTHOCHUTCS U Kb
ABTAMD 1 HAIMMD POAUTEASIM.

Orous™M» - OAMHD M3b CaMBIXb CYIECTBEHHBIXD
$aKkTOpOBDb, paspymIalomuXb Opakb, U 3TO Mbl KaKABII
ACHb BUAUMb BOKPYI'b ce0st. DTOU3MDb pa3pbIBACTD BCAKYIO
cBsA3b yeroBbKka: u ¢ boroms, U ¢b camumb coboil, U Cb
AIOABMHU BOKPYI'b HETO, U ThMBb 60Abe Cb €ro CIryTHHUKOM®,
CITyTHULEH 1O XU3HH U Cb ABTEMHU.

Kaxp 6oporsest ¢b aroumsmoms? CmupeHiemb.

Bp MoHameckoil >KM3HH CMHpEHie NPHUBUBACTCS 4YEPE3b
IIOCAYILIaHiE, a Bb 6pa1<'13 - Yyepesb OTCeYEeHie cOOCTBEHHOM
BoAH. Cb 3TOro HAYMHAETD 4€AOBBKD - OTCEYb CBOIO BOAIO.
HMaems cpabaaTh 9TO-TO - >KepTByeIIb TEMB, YEro XOYeIlb
caMb, AbAaenb TO, YTO FOBOPUTD Tebb APYTOi 4€AOBBKE.
Caaunibcsi, 4TOOBI  €ro IOCAYIIaTh, yAbasemnb emy
BpeMs, 4TOOBI OHD pasckasasb Tebb TO, uTO €My XO4YeTCs
BBICKA3aTh, U AQXKE €CAHU 3TO KaxkeTcs TeOb cMbIIHBIMB
M HE3HAYUTCABHBIMDB, €ro HBAB3sA cuuTaTh CMBIIHBIMB -
Thl AOAXKEHD CMOTPBTH Ha 3TO BCEPHE3D, MOCKOABKY AAS
APYTOTO 3TO CEPbE3HO.

Ecau ThI He HayyMIIbCA CMHPEHHO IPHUHHMATh
apryMEHTHI U PEAAIU APYTOro YeAOBbKa, TOTAQ ThI, KOHEYHO,
IpepBeLIb BCAKYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh KOMMYHHKAIIM Cb HUMb.
Orceyenie BoAM - M Bb CaMOMB MaAOMB, Hanmpumbps,
cabaare KaKYIO—HI/I6y,A,I> pa60Ty 10 AOMY, HCIIOAHHMTDH CBOU
obs13aHHOCTH, MOCTYNUTbCS CBOUMD y,A,O6CTBOM”b Bb TOTH
MUI'b, IPEOAOABTh BCh 3TH «s TaKb AyMalo», «s X04y,
9TOOBI OBIAO TAKD > .

Buepa MHb 3apasM BONIPOCH: YTO NPOUCXOAMTD
Ch BOCIIMTaHIieMb pe6em<a, KOTAQ OAMHD HU3b POAUTEAEH
TOBOPHUTH OAHO, a Apyroii apyroe. Hy, uro npoucxoaurs?
Y Hach HAAMIIO ABa POAUTEASI-TOHCTA, KOTOPBIE Bb KOHIIb
KOHIIOBb MCHOPTATD CBOETO pc6eHKa, IIOTOMY 4TO HUKTO
U3b HUXD HE CMUPAETCS, 4TOOBI CKa3aTh: <Y MOETO MY>Ka
TOXE €CTb IPaBO BOCIUTHIBATH pe6em<a!», «Y Moen
JKEHBI TOXKE €CTh ITPABO BOCIIUTLIBATD pe6eHKa. He s oauns
3HaI0, KaKb U 4TO Hapo>». Hampumbps, MaTe ckasaaa uro-
TO IIO IOBOAY pe6eH1<a. Cynpyrs He AOAXEHB Cpasy e
OIpOBEpPrarh 3TO U AKOOM 1hHOI TpebOoBaTh, YTOOBI KeHA
COTAACHAACh Cb HUMb.

Kaxp MBI yke cKasaaM, HHa4E ACPKUTCS OTELb, U
uHOEe noBepeHie U MbcTo y Marepu BB abrckoi ncuxukh.
Koraa TeI He coraamaemscs ¢b APYTHMB Y€AOBBKOMD M
AYMaelllb, YTO TOABKO ThI 3HA€lIb BCE, U TOABKO Thl OAMHD
MOXKEIIb BBICKA3hIBAThCs 11O MOBOAY BOCIUTAHIA pe6eHKa,
TOIAQ ThI, HECCOMHBHHO, YHIDKaelb cBoero maprHepa. K
APYrOll MAM 3aMOAYUTD, HUAM, €CAU ITO MYXKb, BO3BMETH
rasery U ckaxkeTs: «BocnuTeiBaii ero cama! Ecan xouemrs,
4TOOBI 5 €ro HCKYIaAb, TO30BU MEH:!»

A MOXETb, OHU CTaHYTb KPHUYaTh, PYTaTbcsl U T. A., U Bb
AOMB HauHETCS Xa0Ch...

Cpebpoarobie

Bcakap 3a srousMomMb MBI CTAAKMBAaEMCS CO
cpe6p0A106ieM1). VeApIaBb 3TO CAOBO, MBI AyMaeMb, 9TO

pbub uAeTh 0 A0OBU Kb AcHbramb. OpHaKO cpebpoarobic -
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3TO HE TOABKO 3TO.

[Touemy sxe cpebpoarobie - rpbxb? Bbab y Bcbxb
Yy Hach UMBIOTCSI A€HBIM - U y BaCh €CTb ACHBIHU, U Y MEHs
€CTh ACHBIM, U y LlepkBH ecThb ACHBIH, U Yy MOHACTBIpEH
€CTh ACHBIH, U y XpHCTa OBIAM ACHBTH. Hp06AeMa HE Bb
AeHbraxbs. AeHsru camu no cebb He yTo-To maoxoe. ITaoxo
cpebpoarobie. Uro sxe 0HO OO0 IPEACTABASICTD?

HanoMmuHao Bamb, Kakas AO6pOA’ETCAI> SIBASICTCSI
BTOPOH, - HAAEKAA. I—[epBoﬁ ABAsETCSA Bbpa, U Bb CBA3U
Cb HEH MbI CKa3aAM, YTO ITOMCTH HE MOXETH yBbpoBaTs,
IIOTOMy 4YTO OHBb BBPUTH TOABKO Bb cebs. Bbpurs BB
cebs - TOABKO OHB OAUHDB, U HUKTO Apyroii! Oroucrs, Bb
CYIIHOCTH, siBAsieTcss HbBepyoomums. OHD HepackasHb,
3aMKHYTb Bb cebb caMOM®b, 3TOU3MDB HE MO3BOASETD emy
cabAaTh HUYeErO.

Y cpebpoarobua xe mbrp Hasexabl Ha Dbora,
KOTOpas SBASETCA BTOPOU AO6POA’1’5TCA}>}O nocab BBpoL
IToromy uTO OHB HapbeTcs Ha cBOM AEHBIH. < AOAXKEHD
YyBCTBOBATh KapMaHDB IOAHBIMB>». EcTb cTapele AloaH,
ABTB 93AAKD TOAD CTO, Y KOTOPBIX'H IOAHO ACHET'D Bb 6aHKh
U KOTOpPblE APOXKAaTh HaAb HHUMH, IIOTOMY 4YTO 6CPCI‘YT”I>
UXb «Ha cTapoctb>». Camu cTosATH Ha moporb cmMepTu Bb
6YKBaAI>HOM”b cMbIcAb cAOBa, a XpaHATD Bb 6anKb THICSYH
Aupb. Aas cpe6p0A106ua HEMBICAUMO IOTEPATh HXb,
IOTOMY YTO y Hero HbTb HaaeKABl Ha bora, ons Hapbercs
Ha AEHBI'U - Bb 3TOMb CyTh Ipbxa.

M He TOABKO Ha AGHBI'M, HO M HA HAIllU 3HaHiA: «S]
IIOAAraloCh Ha CBOU 3HAHisl, HA CBOM CHABI, 51 IPEACTABASIO
coboit HbuTO, Yy MEHSI €CTb BAACTb, €CTh ITOAOXKEHIE, €CTh
06pa3OBaHie, q)I/IHaHCOBoe 6Aaron0quie>>. Fp'l;x% -
HaabsATbCs He Ha bora, a Ha cBoM cuABL, Ha CBOU A€HBIH, Ha
CBOE COCTOsIHI€e, Ha CBOE 3HaHie, Ha CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH, Ha
CBOIO KPAacoOTy U BCE IIPOYEE, IOTOMY 4TO 3TO MOXHUIAETDH
cepalie TBOe y bora u npuabnasers ero Kb 4eMy-To HHOMY.
Thr HaabemIbCst, YTO THI TAK'D KPACHBD HAH TAK'h KPACHBA, 4TO
Tebb u HY>XXABI HBTD B3IAAHYTH Ha KOFO—HI/I6Y,A,I> BOKPYT'D.
ViilMa MOAOABIXD AIOAEH >KeAaeTh BHABTH Tebs cBoel
JKEHOM, HO Thl BCEXb OTBepraeuib, MOTOMY YTO AyMae€lllb,
4TO TNPHUAETD CKA30YHBIM NPUHIL U IONPOCUTDH TBOEH
pyxH. Bel MHOTO TakUXb CKa30Kb YUTAAU, IOMHHUTE?

Kaxsp ato mbuiaers BB 6pa1da? Mburaers, IOTOMY
YTO Ka>KABIM 3aMBIKAETCA Ha CBOMXDb A€AaXb. Bbl BuUAUTE
CETOAHS, YTO Bb Ka)KAOHU BTOPOH CEMBB Cympyru TPaTATbh
ACHBIU IO OTABABHOCTH, U Ka>XABIM MECSIIb OHHU CaASITCS
BMbcTh M mopBoasTh mroru. S coBabryo mmb HaHATH
Oyxraarepa, 4ToObl pasobparTbcsi BO BCeMb ITOMDb U HE
pyrarbcsi, KTO M3b HHUXD HMOTPATHUAD 6oaspmre... OAuaD
IIAQTUTD 32 BOAY, APYIOM 3a 3JAEKTPUYECTBO, ITOTH 32

OEeH3UHD, OHU BCE TIOACUYUTHIBAIOTD U TAKb MAATATH. Maao
AIOAEH ITEPECTYNAIOTD YEPE3D ITO - YTOOBI pacnopsKaAuch
AEHBIaMH BCE U ITPU 3TOMb HE UCIIBITHIBATH 60s13HU nepeAd
Apyrums 4eaoBbkoms. MAyTs mokymate poomb 1 GosTcs:

- IToapoma 3anumems Ha meHs!

Yrobsr 3aBTpa OHH, IIa4e YasiHisA, HE Pa3BEAMCh M APYrOM
He 3a0paab Bech aoMb ceOb. Kakb Oyaro mpobaema Bb
3TOMD U 3aKAIOYAETCS - KOMY AOCTAaHETCA AOMb, KOTAQ OHH
pasBeAyTCA...

ITOTb MEHTAA HTETH - <«MOHM BEIU», <«MOE
BPEMs>», «IIOHAY CO CBOUMH APY3bsIMHU>», «Y MEHS TOXE
€CTh APYI'b>», <y MEHs CBOH IAaHbI». FIMeHHO aTO MOE 1
€CTh TO, YTO IPUBS3BIBACTS MEHS Kb Pa3HBIMD BelllaMb. B
MOHaIecTBb 310 mpeopoabBaeTCs 4epesb HeCTsDKaHie: y
Tebst HbTh HUYero, Te6h He MO3BOACHO UMBTh AOCOAIOTHO
HUYETO, AAXKE ACCATb AUPD.

Kaks arto npeoaosbBaercs Bb 6pa1<'13? ‘{epe?ﬂ)
06my}0 cobcTBeHHOCTD. Bee, uto Yy Hac eCTb AOMa, - 3TO
Hame, obmee. AocToas rOBOPUTD, YTO Mbl HE UMbeMb
BAACTH AQKE HAAb CBOUM cOOCTBEeHHBIMB Thaomb[l | -
AQXKe A CaMb HE NPUHAAAEKY ce6k. Bp opHOMB TekcTh
catoro loanna 3aaroycra roBopurcs Takb: «dro ThI
TOBOPUILL MIOCTOSIHHO O MOEMb U TBOEMB, KOTAA MOe ThAO
HNPUHAAAEKUTD HE MHE, a Te6b U1 TBOE THAO HNPUHAAAEKHUTD
He Tebb, a mab?»[2]. Opuns INPUHAAACKUTD APYTOMY;
HBTHh «MOETrO>» U «TBOErO>.

Ber Buaute, uro ob6mas coOCTBEHHOCTbh ObIAa
OTAMYUTEABHOU YEPTOM pPaHHEH XpHCTiaHCKOIZ L[epKBI/I,
IIOTOMY YTO y AIOAEH TOTAQ 6b1A2 HapekA2 HA Bora u oHnu
He Hapbsauch Ha HbuTO Apyroe. Y Hach HBTH HapACKABI Ha
Bora, M1 HapbeMcst Ha cBou cuabl: «S A0aKeHD cabaaTh
BCE, 51 AOAXKEHD BCIOAY YCII'BTh, 51 AOAKEHD AOOUTHCA Beero,
s1 AOAKEHD 3TO cabaaTe> . YacTo caplmmib:

«Kaxsp s mory co Bchbmp cnpaButbesi? Ckoabko
MHb emle pasppIBaThCA? Bce poaxens sa!»

Ham crapens-uryMens pasckasbiBaAb HaMb 065
OAHOM XEHIIUHb U3D €ro ceaa, KOTOpas TOBOPHAA:

« Y MeHs ele cTOABKO ABAB He cabaaHo, U 4 emie
He obomiaa ceao!»

Kakp ncyesaers ymosanie Ha bora? Koraa mbr
AYMaeMb, 4TO BCE AOAXKHBI CABAATbL MbI, BCe IPUAYMATh,
OpraHU30BaTh, 4TOOBI BCE OBIAO 6esyr1pequ, a BHYTPH HaCbh
TAOXKETH IIOMBICEAD, YTO OTH HaCh 3aBUCHUTD BCE.
Vcenokotics, IIPEAOCTABb 3TO Eory! Cabaaii, 4TO MOXKEIIb, U
umbi1 ynosanie Ha bora!

BripBuce usp  aroro, 0CBOOOAUCH OTBH ITOH
IIOAO3PUTEABHOCTH, KOTOpast

BO3HHKACTD HN3b-3a

OTCYTCTBiH HaACKABDI. Te1 HaunHaemb CTpOUTDH CBOH 6pa1<1>,
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1 BMECTO TOTO, 4TOOBI CTPOUTD €ro Bb HaAeKAB Ha ycirbxs,
HaunHaews obAymbiBaTh BbpositHocTH Heypaun. OpHako
3TO y>Ke omunbKa, ITO y>Ke Heyaada. Thl KAACIIb HAYAAO0, HO
HE yYUIIbCA TOMY, 9TO Bb 6pa1<"13 y tebst wbTh cBOero: HbTh
HH CBOETO IIPOCTPAHCTBA, HU CBOECTO BPEMEHH, U ThI CAMb
TOXE He IPUHAAACKHUILD cebb, a Apyromy ueaoBEKy.

Aaxe Bb OTHOLICHIM Kb CBOeMy pebeHky. Matsb
TOBOPHT:

- Moii cpiab!

TBoit cbiHB, TBOS AOYb, 4 HE Hallb PEOCHOK®D,
U Bb OCOOCHHOCTH €CAM €€ ChIHB >XEHHUTCS, TO TOTAA
HayuHaeTcs!

Hesbcrka capimuts ato: «Moit cbiHB!>», - U
HAYMHAETD 3BBPBTE.

Ouns ToXe roBopuTh: «Most mama!>»

HepbcTka 3TO CABIIMTD, M HAaYMHAETCS BOMHA.
IToTomy uTO 3TO €€ My>b, TO €CTh AQXKE OHA He ITpeopoabaa
YyYBCTBO COOCTBEHHOCTH: «Aa 3TO MO MyXXb, 2 3HA4YUTD,
He TBOH cbiHB! [ ToaToMy oHa He TBOSI MaTh!»

M cabayers eme yitMa MOAOOHBIXD OOHAHBIXD
CAOBb.

HMraxp, oTa NpPUBEPKEHHOCTb Kb  MOEMY,
TBOEMY U 4beMy Obl TO HU ObIAO - moucTuHb GoAbLIOE
ucKylleHie Bb Opaxb, 3TO paspymmTeAbHbI (PaKTOpP®,
U IpeoaosbBaeTcst 3TO 4Yepe3b OOLIYI COOCTBEHHOCT,
yepesb oOlee MMOAB30OBaHiC BEWAMHU Cb HPEOAOABHIEMb
Halllell IPUBS3AHHOCTH Kb TOMY, YTO MBI CYHUTAEMb
CBOUM®, - MbcTy, BpeMenu, MubHilo. 4 sHato cynpyross,
KOTOpbIE PYyraioTcs usb-3a GpyrOOABHONH KOMaHABL Aa.
Pyra}OTCﬂ M3b-3a MAPTiH, U3b-3a YUMBI APYTUXDb BEIlEH, U
OAMHD HE COTAAIIACTCA Cb APYTUMB. Bee a0 - nposBaeHis
cpebpoAr0bis, 3TOH CTpacTH, BCeOOBEMAIOIICH CTPACTH,
KOTOpPasi OTCEKACTDb HaAeXKAY. KTo oTcexaeTs cBOIO HAAEKAY
Ha bora, Toro oxBarsIBacTh CTpECCh, TOTH UHYPsIETD cebsl,
HEPEYTOMASETCS.

Caacroarobie

Aanbe caacToambie.

Bb MOHaImecTBb ¢b HUMB 6OPIOTC5[ IIyTEMD A’hBCTBa )51

cabayeTs Pa3yM"heTc;[,
1rbAOMYApisl, TOAHArO BO3AEpPIKaHisA Bb OTHOIIEHIM IAOTH.
Bs 6pal<'13 Ch HHUMD TOXE HAAO 6op0Tbc51 - CeMEHHBIN
yeAOBBKD HE MOKETH OBITh CAACTOAIOOUBBIM®, OTOMY
4TO caacToawbie paspyuaeTs 6pa1<1>. ITouemy? Iloromy
YTO CAACTOAIOOUBBIH 4YeAOBbKD CMOTPUTH Ha APYTOro
KaKb Ha OOBEKTH, a He KaKb Ha AMYHOCTh. Aa, umbercs
6aarocaoBeHie Ha U3BECTHYIO MAOTCKYIO CBS3b Cb APYTUMb
JeaoBbkoMDb, uMbercs y Hee u omnpeabaeHHas UbAb -

pOoXAgeHie ABTel, HO HE OAHO OHO. To ecTpb T2 cBsA3b UMbETD
Bosxie 6aarocaoBenie u 6aarocaoBeHie LlepxBu, AaHHOE BB
Tauncrsb Opaxa.

Ho caactoarobiec He MoxeTs ObITh Lrbabi0 Opaxa.
[Touemy? IloToMy uTO BB AAQHHBIH MOMEHTH ITOTD
CAACTOAIOOUBBIIH HOPBIBL HE MOXKETD 6BITh YAOBAETBOPEHD
Bb TOH CTENEHHU, Bb KAKOH KTO-TO PUCYETH €IO Bb CBOEMD
B006pa>KCHiI/I. HOTOMy 9TO APYTOM Y€AOBBKD, 6e3yCAOBHo,
TOXKE YEAOBBKD, U y HETO HE BCETAA MOXKETD OBITH TaKOE KE
PacIoAOXKeEHi€e, KaKb Y IEPBOTO: OHb MOXETD 3260A5TH,
YCTaTh, Y HETO MOXETD OBITH APYroe HaCTpO€Hi€ Bb AAHHBIN
MOMEHTD. Bb 6pa1<13 UMBIOTCS pasHbIE MEPIOABI - MEPIOAD
6CPCMCHHOCTI/I HAH OTCYTCTBis OAHOIO M3b CYNPYIOBb,
nepioab, KOTrAa 4eAOoBbKD 6oaieTy HAU HEPEXUBAETD
AYIIEBHBI IEPEAOMDB, KOTAA y Hero HBTB Takoro
PACITOAOXKEHI S, AQ M CaM’b BO3PACTD TOXKE CKA3bIBACTCS. DTO
BCE TaKb, HE MPAaBAA AU? YeroBbkb B3pocabeTs, M MHOTOE
mbHsercsa. M ecan yeaoBbkb He HayyHTCs ITPEBO3MOraTh
CBOE caacToambie, yBaXkaTb Apyroro yeaopbka u cmorpbrs
Ha HEro Kakb Ha AMYHOCTH, KaKb Ha o6pa31> Boxin, xaxs
Ha boxecTBeHHBIN cocyap, kKakb Ha xpamp Cesroro Ayxa,
TOTAQ OH'b 6y,A,CT”b YHU)KaTb CBOETO CIyTHHMKA, CYUTATh €TI0
HEHY)XHBIMb, U 6paqHaH CBS3b PACHAAETCA.

Hame mnpeaanie cBUABTEABCTBYETH, HACKOABKO
5TO MOYUTAAOCH paHblle. MBI BUAMMB, KaKb AIOAU 6b1AH
BHUMAaTEABHBI Kb TOMY, 4TOOBI HNPUCTYNaTh Kb TAUHCTBY
6pa1<a YMCTBIMH U HEMOPOYHBIMM, Y HHUXD 6b1Aa, TaKb
cKkasarbh, u3BbcTHass QHAOCOPiA YHUCTOTBI A0 6pa1<a.
Mxp cBasp HOocuaa cBsAmeHHBIH xapaktepb. (Ceroans
AIOAM OIYCTHAMCH AO TOTO, YTO CMOTPSTH (HABMBI Cb
Pa3BpaTHBIMM CLIEHAMM, CaMbIMHU IOPOYHBIMHU ClLI€HAMH,
KOMNHUPYIOTH UXb U YHHXKAIOTD U cebs, u Apyroro yesoBbxa,
HAXOASILETOCSA PSAAOMD  Cb coboir. 1o YIPasAHAETD
CBSAIIEHHYIO CBA3b, KOTOPYIO bors 6AarocAOBUAD Bb 6pa1ds,
YHUYTOXKAETH U OCHOBY, HA KOTOPOM AOAXKHO Pa3BHBAThCs
HCTUHHOE o01eHie MEXAY ABYMs AIOABMHU.

T 5 U3bBach, KTO COCTOUTH Bb 6paK”lSI/II/IM”hCT"b OIIBITD,
3HAIOTh, YTO Bb ITOMb COIO3b YEAOBSAKD, Bb CYIIHOCTH,
CTPEMUTCS COXPAHMTh cebs KaKb AMYHOCTb U HE MOXXETH
COTAACUTBHCS Ha TO, YTOOBI IPEBPATUTHCA Bb 00BeKTD, HE
BBIHOCHTD 3TOr0. CBsI3b AOAKHA OBITH CABACTBiEMD AIOOBU
MEXAY ABYMsA AfoabMU. CBs3b He camorrbab. bayas motomy
U ABASETCS IPpbXOMb, YTO Bb HEM HBTh AUMHOCTHOMH CBA3U
Cb APYTMMB, APYTOI 3p45Ch - mpocTo 00BEKTD, OOBEKTD AAS
YTOA€His CTPAacTH, U 6oAbllle HUYETO. DTO HE YTO HHOE,
KaKb YHH)KEHie 06pasa boxis, moromy 4ro xors Apyroi
4eAOBBKD AbraeTh 3TO M IMOAyYaeTh BO3HAIPAXKACHIE,
XOTs OHDB U ABAAETDH 3TO, IOTOMY YTO XOYETDH, HO OHB HE
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IIEPECTAETD OBITH o6pa30M1> Boxiumsp. M1 b1 HE AOAKEHD
OCKOP6A5{TI> U YHHXKATb 06p331> boxii, paxe ecan aApyroi
3TOrO HE IOHHUMACTh.

Sl ckasaab OAHUMD O6pa30BaHHbIM’I> MOAOABIMB
AIOASIMDb, KOTOPbIE, Kb COXKAAEHIIO, XOAMAU IO BCAKUMbD
HOYHBIMB IPUTOHAMb, TAB €cThb TaHLyIOIisd ABBymIKH M
elre HeBbCTh YTO TBOPATD:

- Hy xak Tl Tepmumb 310 - X0AUTh CMOTPbTH Ha
3TUXD ABBOYEKD, KaKb OHHU TAHIYIOTDH TOABIS, 06X0AATD
CTOABI, ABAQIOTD Maccy Beliei, pa3sb TeOb He )KaAKO UXD?
Heysxean T Takoe >KMUBOTHOE, YTO AQXKE€ HE YyBCTBYCIIb
JKAAOCTH Kb 3TOMY 4Y€AOBBKY, KOTOParo BUAMIIbL HEPEAD
coboii?

Ora AbByIIKa MOXETB OBITh KaKOI YIOAHO, - 3TO
HEBaXXHO, Kakas oHa. Kakosb TyTs ThI? Heyxean 1o He
CMOTPHIIIb Ha 3TOr0 YeAoBbKa Kakb Ha MKOHY boxiro, kakb
Ha 4yeAoBEKa, 4bs )KU3Hb IPEBPATHAACH Bb aAb, KOAb OHBb
AOILIEAD AO TOTO, YTO BHITBOPSETD TaKisl BEIIH, pa60TaH Bb
3TOMb Ka6ap'13? Heysxean ThI He 3aAyMBIBaCIIbCS XOTS 651
HA MUI'b: YTO Cb HUMb IPOMCXOAUT, Bb KAKOMb COCTOSIHIH
AyIIa 3TOro yeAoBbKa, eCAU OHD AOLIIEAD AO TAKOTO?

Ot Llepksu BUAbAN TaKUXD AIOACH U PBIAAAH,
NOHMMas, Bb KAaKOMDb 3aTPYAHEHIM HAXOAMAMCH TaKisd
ABByIIKH. Hmbercs MEHOXECTBO npuMbpoBb U pa3cKa3oBb
O TOMb, KaKb ITOABMDKHUKU H HPCHOAO6HI)IC LAY Bb
TaKie IPUTOHBI, 4TOOBI BBIBECTH 3THXD ABBYILIEKD OTTYAR,
IOTOMY YTO HE MOTAM cMOTPhTh Ha TO, Kakb MKOHA boxis
IpEBPAILIAETCS Bb OTpC6I>C Bb PyKaXb AlaBoAa.

Ectp moTpsicaromiie pacckassl. Taxs, cBaroii loanus
KoAoBb momeas Bb 0AHO Takoe MbCTO U 3aIIAATHAD, YTOOBI
€ro BIyCTUAH, CbAb Ha AOXD 6AyAHHm>1 M 3aIIAAKaAD, 4 OHA
€ro CIIPOCHAA:

- ITouyemy TbI aayes, aBBa?

O#npb et oTBBTHAD:

- Yro naoxoro cabaaas Tebb Xpucrocs, AUTS Moe,
4TO THI MPUIIAQA CI0Ad? B yeM ThI obBUHSENID Xpucra, 4ro
npuiAa cioaa? Buoky, - roBopuTs, - catany Bb TBOEMD AUITE.
Awuno tBoe - boxii o6pa31>, a Tl IPEBPATHUAACH Bb OpYyAie
carasbi[3].

Hraxsp, ecAU TBI AOXOAHUILB AO TOTO, 9TO HE BUAUIIID
Bb APYTOMb 06pa31> boxiit, a cMoTpub Ha Hero Kakhp Ha
npeaMbTs BoXKAeabHIA, TOraa Thl MoTepnbab mopaxeie.
bpaku paspymarorcs umeHHo usp-za aroro. Ilouemy?
[Totomy 4Yro MBI BCTymaeMb Bb 6pa1<1), Hay4YeHHBIE
CMOTPbBTh Ha APYTOro He KaK'b Ha AUYHOCTD, 4 KAK'h Ha ITOAD:
«MY>XXYMHA», <OKEHIIMHA», «KPAaCHBBIM MY>XYHHA>»,
«KpacHBas >KEHIITMHA », U Macca Bcero mpodero. Ho ckoarko
ABTB 3TOTH My)XYMHA M 3Ta >KECHIIMHA 6y,A,yT"b BmbceTa?

Hy, nyctes abrs 10-15, a moroms? Xopomeit cranbrs
cochaka, Xopomlell CTaHATDb, HE 3HAIO TaMb, COTPYAHHIA
uau koasera. [Toromy uro TBOCI! ITbABIO H3HAYAABHO 6B1A0
HACAQXKACHIE, CAACTOAIOOie, - 3TO OBIAO ITBABIO TBOErO
6pa1<a. Ceityac Tl y)ke IPUBBIKD Kb APYTOMY AHILY, AAS
TeOs1 Bb HEMB yXe HbBTh TOM NMPeAeCTH U KPacOThbI, KAKUMHU
OHO 00AaA2AO panbiie. Ecan Taxp, TOraa ThI yXe Hasb.
Thl He Hay4YMACS BOCIPHHHMATb APYrOro 4eAoBbka Kakb
AMYHOCTb, U ITO3TOMY MHOTIi€ AIOAU Bb 6pa1<'13 Bb AAHHBIN
MOMEHTD AOXOAATH AO TOTO, YTO CCOPSITCS, BHITOHAIOTH U
HEHaBUAATD APYT ApPyTa.

Msp TOro omeITa, KOTOpPBIH y MEHS €CTh KaKb
Yy AYXOBHAaro HACTaBHHUKA, s FOBOPIO BaMb, YTO BHABAD
CYNpy>ecKis mapel, a Bb 0COOEHHOCTU JKEHD, KOTOpBIE
6YKBaAI>HO HEHAaBUAATD CBOMXb MY)KeH, IIOTOMY 4TO
CYUTAIOTD UXb HACHABHUKAMM, JXUBOTHBIMH, IOCKOABKY
Th TaKh CMOTPATH Ha CBOMX'D XKeHD. KOHEYHO, SKEHBI TOXE
BUHOBAThl, TaKb KaKb BHavanb mo3Boauau cMoTpbrh Ha
cebs TaKUMDb o6pa30M1>. Haao 65100 cHaYaAQ TOCTABUTD €TO
Ha MBCTO M HAyYUTh €r0 OTHOCUTLCS Kb Tebb IPaBUABHO.
Ho xoraa yeaoBbkbs MOAOAB, €ro OTHOIIEHiE KO BCEMY
IOBEPXHOCTHO U €My HEAErko moctymath 3pbao. Oanako
ThI HE MOYKEIIIb BCIO )KU3Hb OCTABATbhCs COCYAOMD U BEILIBIO
Apyroro yesoBbKa, HACTYIUTh MOMEHTD, KOTAA TBOE « s>
BO3CTAaHETb U OTTOAKHETD APYTOrO.

Takp BO3HUKAIOTH MHOTIA I'IPO6ACMI)I Bb
OTHOIICHISAIXD MEXAY AIOABMH. BB TO Bpems, Kakb
HANpOTHUBD, ECAU 4€AOBBKD ITBAOMYyAPEHDs U CMOTPUTD Ha
Apyroro 4eaoBbka, Ha CBOIO CYIpyTy, Ha CBOIO CITyTHHILY,
Kakb Ha HMKOHy boxilo, kakp Ha copa60THHuy Boxiro,
Kakp Ha xpamb Cpsaroro Ayxa, Torsa OHB IOHHMAET®,
4TO U 3T CBA3b, CYNPYXKECKAs CBSA3b, CEKCYaAbHAs CBA3b -
6aarocaoBeHie, U OHA - PaAOCTb, IPUCTaHb, KOTOPYIO borp
AQAB, YTOOBI y Hero 6p1a2 u3BbcTHAS yrbXa Bb TPyAHBLA
MHHYTBI Ha ceMeHHOMB IyTH. Ho ecau ThI ocTaHembes BB
NPUCTAHM U MPEBPATHUIIb CEKCYaAbHYIO CBs3b Bb HAOAD,
TOTAQ Tl HOT'YOHAD CBOI OPaK®.

BerpbuaroTess AlOAM, KOTOpBIE KAQAYTBH ,A,06poe
HA4YaAO U AO rAy60K0131 CTapOCTH [10-HACTOSIEMY BAIOOACHBI
APYI'b Bb APyTa Bb IIPABUABHOMD CMBICA. YBaXKaloTh APYT'D
Apyra. M oAMHD HHKOTAQ HE U3AEBAACA HAAB APYTHMD HH
C'h KaKOM TOYKU 3p”hHiH, - HU Cb AYIIEBHOU, HU Cb TEAECHOH,
IIOTOMY YTO KTO M3AEBAETCA THAECHO, TOTH U3AEBAETCA U
AYIIEBHO HaAb YEAOBBKOM®B, KOTOPBIN TaKHUMb o6pa30M1>
AOMAETCSI M OTBPAIIAECTCA OTH APyroro yeaonbka. Yeaosbis
- 3TO He TOABKO ThA0, HO U ayma. OyeHb TsDKeAO cMOTPhTH
Ha CYNIPyrOBb, KOTOPbIE UCIIBITHIBAIOTH IIOAHOE OTBpalleHie
APYI'b Kb APYTY, TOTOMY YTO OHM IIAK ITO omn6qu0My IOy TH.
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Oaunb X0TEAB TAKUXB BElllCH, KOTOPBIE HECYPA3HBI, TOTOMY
YTO €ro €AMHCTBEHHOH ITBABIO ABASETCA caacToanbie, a
APYTOH IO IPaBy HAH 6e3b IIPaBa €ro OTBEPI'b, IOTOMY 4TO
«OHD HE CIPALIMBAETD MEHS, XMBA AM I, HE YMEPAA AM,
y,A,o6Ho Au MHB, He obmxarocs au 1! EAuHCcTBeHHOE, UTO
€ro MHTEPECYeTs, 3T0 ceKch. Hudero apyroro. IToaromy s
He x04y ero. S ero He mpuHHMMAalO, 5 HE MOTY 6oabliire OBITH
BEIBIO AASI 3TOTO YeAOBbKa!»

ITO AOKa3bIBAE€Th, 4YTO 4YEAOBBKDH HE MOXETD
OI‘paHI/I'{I/ITbCBOIOCBHSBI/IAIO6OBI>CAaCTOA}O6iCM’I>.H03TOMy
OHD AOAXKEHD HAYYUTHCS LBAOMYAPiI0O M BO3AEpPIKAHIIO
AQXKe BB 6pa1<"13. Paszymbercs, ecTb mepiopbl, KOTAQ AIOAH
AOAXKHBI BO3AEP)KHBATLCS: KOTAQ JKEHA 6CpCMCHHa, OHa
HE MOXETH UMbBTh CYyNpy>KeCKHXh OTHOMIEHIH, KOTAQ KTO-
HI/I6Y,A,I> 0OACHD HAU y Hero UMbIOTCS APYTis NPUYUHBL,
II0 KOTOPBIMb OHB HE MOXXETb UMbBTb MHTUMHYIO CBs3b.
M 1yrs llepxkoBb Hach BOCHHUTBIBAETB: €CTh IIEPIOAD
II0CTa, BO3AEPIKAHIisl, KOTAQ CYLIECTBYETH 3aIIPEThH HA BCE
3TO, MEPIOAD, MPEAIECTBYIONI 6pa1<y, ybap KOoTOpPOTO -
IPUHHMATh APYTOTrO KaK'b AUMHOCTB, @ He Kak'b aoTh. M Bee
3TO Y4MTH TeOs KUTh U BOCIIPUHUMATb APYroro uesonbka
wbaoMyapenHo.

Koraa MbI HaunHaeMb CBOM IyTh Cb ITbAOMYApis 1
BO3AEPIKaHisl, Mbl IPOABUTAEMCS BIIEPEAD, TOCKOABKY Hallla
CBS3b Cb APYTHUMb Y€AOBBKOMD IPaBUAbHAS. Toraa Ar060Bb
boxis moaaepxrBaeTd Hallly )KU3Hb, U HAIII OTHOLICHIS U
AbAa TOAYYAIOTD CBSAILEHHBIM XapaKTePD.

Mumponorums Aumaccorvexiti Apanaciti

ITepeseaa c 6oarapckoro Cranka Kocosa Dveribg

[1] Cm.: 1 Kop. 7: 4. [2] Cp.: Cear. Moaun 3aaroycr.
beceart Ha IlepBoe mocaanme x Kopundsnam. Beceaa
19. § 1 (Teopenms. T. 10. Ku. 1. C. 177-178). [3] Cm.:
Apesuuit marepux. Ia. 13. § 17. M., 1899. C. 251-252;
AocTonmaMaTHBIE CKa3aHUA O ITOABM)KHHUYECTBE CBATHIX
u 6aaxxenHbx otioB. O6 aBBe Moanne Koaose. § 37. M.,

1999. C. 216-217.

http://www.3rm.info/15640-tri-iskusheniya-v-brake-mitropolit-imassolskij.html

OcBdiieHie KOJIOKOJIOBD

5-ro aBrycra, 2012 rona

n Sunday August 5th, 2012, four church bells were
blessed in our church yard for the enhancement of Or-
thodox Liturgical Culture in our community:

Donor:
Perry Family

Manufacturer:

KOLOKOLA LITEX, LLC OF MOSCOW, RUSSIA

Temporary, portable bell-tower:
Nicholai Ageev

he design of a permanent bell-tower is currently on the

drawing board of architect Vladimir Chahovskoy. This
design will also accomodate three more bells: the largest bell
at 270 kg & 720 mm in diameter, which has been pledged, is
being manufactured and is expected for delivery by January,
2013; and two that fall within range between the fourth and
largest bells. The parish is seeking donations for these two bells
and for the constrution of the bell-tower. Estimates to be an-

nounced.
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Weight Note Height Diameter
4 kg E 200 mm 180 mm
230 mm 222 mm

Gb 275 mm 270mm

18 kg E 309 mm 300 mm

Icons Adorning the exterior of the Bells
The Holy Trinity, the Precious Cross, and St.George the Trophy-bearer
St. Nicholas, The Lord Almighty, the Vladimir Mother of God, the Precious Cross

St. Sergei of Radonezh, St.Seraphim of Sarov, “Savior-Not-Made-By-Hands,” the Holy Trinity
The Four Evangelists: Sts Matthew, Mark, Luke & John
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Epistle

of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia

on the Fifth Anniversary of the Signing of the Act of Canonical Communion

between the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia

Dear in the Lord Reverend Archpastors, Honorable
Presbyters and Deacons, God-beloved Monks and
Nuns, dear Brothers and Sisters:

Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith,
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity”

(Ephesians 6:23-24).

Today the Russian Orthodox Church marks the
fifth anniversary of the signing of the Act of Canonical
Communion. This document brought to an end many
years of division between the Moscow Patriarchate and
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia. We
remember these events of great historical significance,
representing the victory over one of the tragic conse-
quences of the political and spiritual catastrophe en-
dured by Russia in the 20th century.

Last century, our Homeland and Church were
subjected to the most burdensome tribulations. Church-
es were destroyed, sacred objects were desecrated,
God-given human freedom was trampled, the raiment
of the Church was rent by internal and external ene-
mies. A fratricidal conflict doomed millions of our com-
patriots, and the brutality of the godless persecutors
brought a great host of New Martyrs and Confessors of
Russia to death in the name of Christ.

The Revolution and consequent Civil War be-
came the cause of a massive exodus of our compatriots
from Russia. Millions of them found themselves scat-
tered throughout the whole world. The Orthodox faith
united these refugees, and they carefully preserved
the flame of faith, handing it down from generation
to generation. But the dramatic historic circumstanc-
es also evoked divisions within the Russian Orthodox
diaspora.

Even as it was lifted upon its cross, Orthodox
Russia believed in its resurrection. With special ear-
nestness did the children of the Church—both in the
Fatherland and abroad—raise their prayers to our Lord
and Savior to eliminate this sorrowful division. We dared
to appeal to the heavenly intercession of the Holy New
Martyrs with our pleas.

By Divine Mercy, the situation in our country
changed fundamentally. Orthodox Christians took this
as a gift from above. The Russian Orthodox Church
obtained full freedom, including in the area of church-
state relations.

Division was painful for the entire Church, a
sorrow for the whole people. This is no exaggeration;
one needs only remember the attention paid by soci-
ety as our reconciliation began. The government au-
thorities were not indifferent either. In the process of
dialog, we tried to avoid bringing any harm or new
wounds to each other. There could be no conquerors
nor vanquished in this process. In the end, victory was
achieved by the many millions of members of the Rus-
sian Church, whose unity was reestablished.

During these days we prayerfully recall His Holi-
ness Patriarch Alexy II of Moscow and All Russia and
His Eminence Metropolitan Laurus of Eastern America
and New York. On the feast of the Ascension of the
Lord, May 4/17, 2007, they sealed with their signatures
the Act of Canonical Communion on the ambo of Christ
the Savior Cathedral and concelebrated Divine Liturgy
together. We also thank all those who labored and drew
this unity near.

Now, when our communion is reestablished
and we commune of one Chalice together, let us bring
thanks to the All-Merciful God, Who with His almighty
hand led us to our desired unity to the glory of His Holy
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name and the good of His Holy Church.

Today we can boldly state that we have mani-
fested in deed the testament of St Tikhon, Patriarch of
All Russia: "It is specifically in unity, cooperative action
and brotherly love that power lies.” We can joyfully at-
test to the fact that the gates of hell (Matthew 16:18)
have not prevailed over the Russian Church. She now
fruitfully fulfills her salvific service both in the Father-
land and outside its borders.

The five-year period which has passed since the
signing of the Act of Canonical Communion has proven
abundant with good examples of cooperation. There is
not enough time to recall the daily examples of coop-
eration happening on the local level: our Church is not
only declared united in word, but it is so in our deeds.
It is even remarkable how quickly and easily the barri-
ers fell. This has become possible precisely because we
were and continue to be the bearers of the very same
Russian Orthodox tradition, we have common spiritual
and moral values which we bring to the world.

Let us thankfully and carefully preserve the
great gift of Church unity, the unity of the people of
God. Let us resist any attempt to introduce strife and
division in the life of the Church, to shake the founda-
tions of her canonical existence.

Let us pray in earnest for those who for various
reasons find themselves outside of unity with the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church. Again and again we invite them
to commune in the love of Christ, which “seeketh not
her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; re-
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en-
dureth all things” (1 Corinthians 13:5-7).

May the Lord behold with His merciful gaze
our prayers and efforts and “bless His people with
peace” (Psalms 29:11), of which He told the Apostles
before His sufferings: “Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you” (John 14:27). Amen.

+KIRIII

PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA
Moscow, May 17, 2012

http://www.synod.com/synod/eng2012/20120515 print enpkposlaniye.html

On the Island of Lepers

Bishop Alexander (Mileant)

Translation by Hieromonk German (Chiuba)

ur parish school accepts children who are
Onot Orthodox, provided that they are will-

ing to learn the prayers and the catechism
along with the rest of the Orthodox children. A few
years ago the mother of one pupil telephoned me
and angrily declared that she was going to withdraw
her girl from our school because we were distort-
ing the Christian faith. To support her contention,
she cited the fact that we were requiring children to
learn a prayer which reads, "and cleanse us of ev-
ery impurity" (the prayer "Heavenly King"). "We are
Christians," the woman said, " and therefore we are
holy and pure. There is no reason to instill in chil-
dren gloomy feelings of sinfulness and penitence!" It
turned out that this woman belonged to some char-
ismatic sect.

Regrettably, such a naive conception of one's
own sinlessness and holiness, along with a failure to
understand the essence of Christianity, has charac-
terised Protestant denominations since the time of
Martin Luther (the beginning of the 16th century).
A prominent Protestant theologian summed up the
Protestant understanding of Christianity thus: "The
justification of a sinner is an all-embracing act of
God. When a believer is justified, all his sins - past,
present and future - are forgiven. The moment God
pronounces him justified, the totality of his sins is
pardoned" (William G. T. Shed, Dogmatic Theol-
ogy, Grand Rapids: Zondervan 1888; emphasis add-
ed).

Apparently faith in Jesus Christ automati-
cally guarantees a man, if not sinlessness, at least an
absence of guilt for his sins. Such an opinion is not
only radically wrong, but also very harmful, because
it deprives man of the powerful means of regenera-
tion which our Lord Jesus Christ gave to believers
for their spiritual purification and sanctification.

First of all, spiritual illness is substantially
different from physical illness. For one thing, spiri-
tual illnesses are inseparable from our ego, free will,
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subconscious, experiences, habits and preferences.
When the Lord Jesus Christ healed people who were
suffering from various physical illnesses, He did so in-
stantaneously, so that they were freed from their infir-
mities once and for all and did not require any further
therapy. Unfortunately, spiritual healing, which is
the regeneration of a soul damaged by sin, is a slower
and more complex process, in which a man himself
must play a most active part. This is because sin has
become deeply rooted in our nature, and almost en-
tirely intertwined with it.

If we wish to seek examples of Christian ho-
liness, we ought naturally to turn to the Church of
the first Christians. In reading the books of the New
Testament, however, we are struck by the fact that,
although the gifts of grace were abundant and many
examples of lofty holiness were encountered among
ordinary Christians, there were more than a few in-
stances of a contrary nature. In fact, just a few weeks
after the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles
and the formation of the first Christian community in
Jerusalem, we see the appearance of favouritism and
unfairness amongst believers in the matter of the dis-
tribution of relief (Acts 6:1). St. Paul the Apostle cas-
tigates the Christians of Corinth for envy, vainglory,
pride, quarrelsomeness and litigiousness (1 Cor. 3:1-
4; 1 Cor. 4:8; 1 Cor. 6:1-9). He also criticises them
for having tolerantly, even indulgently, accepted into
their midst an adulterer who had taken away his fa-
ther's wife (1 Cor. 5:1-7). Further, he calls upon them
to avoid sins of impurity (1 Cor. 6:15-19), and warns
them against being puffed up with pride on account
of the gift of tongues (1 Cor. 12-14). He accuses the
Christians in Galatia of "biting and devouring" one
another (Gal. 5:15). The Apostles have to caution
Christians against drunkenness and excess at their
love-feasts, i.e., liturgies (2 Pet. 2:13; 1 Cor. 11:17-32).
St. Paul rebukes Christians for eating food offered to
idols and scandalising other Christians (1 Cor. 8). He
also mentions the treachery of false brethren. In the
letters to the churches of Asia Minor which are found
in the beginning of the book of Revelation, there is
criticism of lukewarmness, arrogance and pride. In
other words, along with Christians of high spiritual
standards there were those who were as morally de-
graded as any ordinary pagan, because they had be-
come negligent after their baptism and overcome by
their old passions.

Our human condition may be compared to
life on an island of lepers, where the inhabitants are
in different stages of recovery. The Sacrament of Bap-
tism washes away the leprosy of sin and infuses great
spiritual power into a man. The scars of sin, however,
do not disappear right away. A certain predisposition
to sin remains. There are many factors which threaten
a man with the opportunity to fall into sin: external
temptations, living in an unfavourable environment,
his own sinful habits and weaknesses, spiritual imma-
turity, fleshliness, inconstancy and feebleness. If one
does not fight against little sins and weaknesses and
cleanse them by repentance, they can in time form a
moral burden which weighs heavily on a Christian's
conscience; they can bring him to a spiritual "ship-
wreck” (1 Tim. 1:19).

It is a sad fact of life that small sins are as un-
avoidable as dust in the air. Just as it is necessary to
wash every day and to clean one's room, it is equally
necessary to repent constantly for one's daily failings.
Who would consider himself holier or more perfect
than Christ's Apostles? Yet even they did not regard
themselves as being sinless. "In many things we offend
all," wrote St. James the Apostle (Jas. 3:2). "If we say
that we have not sinned, then we make Him a liar, and
His word is not in us...If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,"
wrote St. John the Apostle (1 John 1:10, 8-9). St. Paul
the Apostle is painfully aware of his own unworthi-
ness: "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners; of whom I am chief” (1 Tim. 1:15). Note that he
does not say "I was," but "I am," evidently because he
continued to repent for having once persecuted be-
lievers. Tradition tells us that the Apostle Peter's eyes
were always somewhat reddened, for, when he heard
roosters crow at night, he would wake up, remember
his denial of Christ and begin to weep.

St. John the Apostle teaches Christians to
look after their spiritual state in these words: "My
little children, these things write I unto you, that ye
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world....But if we walk in
the light...the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin....And every man that hath this hope
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in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure" (1 John
2:1-2; 1:7; 3:3). Similarly, St. Paul writes: "Hav-
ing therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (2 Cor.
7:1; cf. Heb. 9:13-14). Clearly, in these passages the
Apostles are not summoning pagans to repentance,
but Christians, and the words they use, "cleanseth”
and "let us cleanse," suggest that moral purity has its
gradations, as does sinfulness. For the same reason
another scripture says: "He that is unjust, let him be
unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still;
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and
he that is holy, let him be holy still" (Rev. 22:11).

Thus, moral blamelessness is a goal and an
ideal, not a condition already attained. The Gospel
parables of the net cast into the sea, and that of the
wheat and the tares, tell us that the Church is not
made up only of saints, but includes people of various
spiritual levels, even sinners. This is what St. Paul the
Apostle has to say about the Church: "In a great house
there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also
of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some
to dishonour" (2 Tim. 2:20). Only in reference to the
future kingdom of heaven is it said that "there shall in
no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie:
but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life"
(Rev. 21:27).

The origin of our spiritual troubles is that we
have been born with a human nature which is dam-
aged by sin. What could be purer and more innocent
than a child? Yet even in the most favourable condi-
tions of family life children are sometimes stubborn,
cruel and dishonest; they are capable of being deceit-
ful, telling a lie, hitting another child or spitefully
breaking another child's toy. Parents often take these
things to be childish pranks. They should understand,
however, that unless they teach their children to keep
watch against their bad tendencies and to fight them,
these tendencies may in time become unruly and dis-
ordered passions. This is why the Church calls upon
children to go to confession starting from the age of
seven.

When members of Protestant denominations
look upon themselves as sinless saints, simply because
they believe in Jesus Christ, they cause themselves
great spiritual harm, depriving themselves of those

means of grace which the Lord gave us for our spiri-
tual regeneration. Among these means of grace are
the frequent and careful examination of one's con-
science, constant repentance, confession of one's sins
before a spiritual father and receiving the Body and
Blood of Christ in Holy Communion.

Let us suppose that you sincerely believe in
Christ and that you try to live a Christian life. You
haven't killed anyone; you haven't committed adul-
tery; you haven't stolen anything; you don't get drunk;
you live a hard-working and temperate life. Does this
mean that you are completely irreproachable? What
about impure thoughts and feelings, which arise in us
involuntarily? What about idle talk, boasting, feelings
of envy or anger in the heart? What about an indiffer-
ence to the truth and the acceptance of false teachings
- sins which all Protestants are guilty of? What about
self-love, vainglory, a feeling of one's own superiority,
pride, suspicion, gloating over the misfortunes of oth-
ers, faintheartedness, despondency, condemnation of
others, spiritual torpor, laziness, wasting time, hypoc-
risy or the lust of the eyes? What about an attachment
to worldly goods and comforts, dreaming of getting
rich, or hardheartedness and indifference towards the
suffering of others? Is there anyone who can carefully
analyse his life, or even one day of it, and declare that
he is completely righteous, even holy? If not, then he
is impure (cf. Matt. 15:18-20), and ought to repent
and ask God for help to amend his life.

It is paradoxical that those who were truly
righteous - such men as St. Seraphim of Sarov, El-
der Ambrose of Optina, St. John of Kronstadt, Arch-
bishop John of Shanghai and other like them - always
repented with heartfelt contrition for their sins and
faults, whereas some of our contemporary self-styled
Christians, who avoid any kind of spiritual struggle,
walk around with their heads held high and look
down contemptuously on the rest of us sinners. It was
to such self-satisfied "saints" that the Lord said: "I
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot....
Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked. I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy na-
kedness do not appear” (Rev. 3:15-18).

The worst thing about Protestantism is that it
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has drastically lowered moral standards. Understand-
ably, people can have different ideas about clean-
liness. A "slob" is happy as long as there is no food
rotting in his room and his sheets don't stick to him,
while a "neat freak" suffers from the slightest violation
of orderliness.

God does not want us to live by slovenly stan-
dards. He desires that each of us strive earnestly to-
ward spiritual perfection. "Ye shall therefore be holy,
for I am holy" (Lev. 11:45). Note that the beatitude
referring to the pure in heart (Matt. 5:8) comes sev-
enth among the other beatitudes. It is preceded by
statements about humility (the poor in spirit), repen-
tance (they that mourn), meekness, an ardent striv-
ing towards righteousness (they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness) and mercy. In other words,
purity of heart is attained by intense effort, and there-
fore, "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God".

A sad consequence of our damaged, sin-
ful state is the radical conflict which exists between
the noble aspirations of our spirit and the disordered
desires of our flesh. The problem of this internal di-
chotomy is so important that the Sacred Scriptures
pay the greatest attention to it. They call upon us to
compel ourselves to live a spiritual life. We shall cite
here only a few of the most striking passages.

"Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the
lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other; so that ye cannot do the things
that ye would" (Gal. 5:16-17). "To be carnally minded
is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God....
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye
shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live" (Rom. 8:6-7, 12-13).
"Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, nei-
ther tempteth He any man: but every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin;
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (Jas.
1:13-15). "Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the
same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath
ceased from sin; that he no longer should live the rest

of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the
will of God" (1 Pet. 4:1-2).

At times this warfare against temptations can
become quite intense, requiring of us great spiritual
effort; as St. Paul wrote to some Christians who were
downcast in spirit: "Ye have not yet resisted unto
blood, striving against sin" (Heb. 12:4).

As if to sum up the teachings of the Apostles
which we have cited here, St. John of Kronstadt says:
"Keep firmly in mind that you are a two-sided per-
son. One side is fleshly, old and sick with the passions.
This you must mortify, not giving in to its insistent
sinful demands. The other side is spiritual, new, seek-
ing Christ, living in Christ and finding in Him its life
and repose."

In order to escape enslavement to the disor-
dered desires of the sin-loving flesh, a Christian must
always fight with temptations and not allow sins to
pile up on his conscience. As St. Seraphim of Sarov
teaches,

"He who would be saved must always have a
heart that is contrite and inclined to repentance. ‘A
sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit; a heart that
is broken and humbled God will not despise' (Ps.
50:17). With such a contrite spirit a man can readily
and without harm avoid all the cunning snares of the
devil, who directs all his efforts toward disturbing a
man's spirit and sowing his tares amidst the distur-
bance created... Throughout our lifetime we offend
God's majesty by our falls into sin; and therefore we
should always ask the Lord humbly for forgiveness of
our sins."

It is foolish and destructive to deceive ourselves
with the thought that we are no worse than other peo-
ple, and that God loves us and therefore everything
will turn out right. No, sin is a serious moral sickness.
In the Sacrament of Baptism the Lord washes away
our spiritual leprosy and infuses us with fresh spiritual
energy. Still, the scars of our former illness remain
with us, as does the danger of a relapse from living
amongst the rest of the "lepers."

The Church offers us powerful weapons for the
prevention of sin and for doing battle with it. Fasting,
asceticism, penitence, confession - all these things
can sound gloomy, especially to a heterodox person
who seeks in Christianity only that which is joyful and
easy. It must be understood that spiritual perfection,
righteousness, holiness, closeness to God, contem-
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plation of God, the kingdom of heaven and eternal promised to us, let us carefully examine our spiritual
blessedness are all various aspects of one quality which state and let us sincerely repent even of our smallest
occupies a central place among them. This is purity sins. The path is narrow, and sometimes steep, but
of heart, which is acquired through doing battle with there is no other way!
one's own faults. Here we discover a clear law: The
purer the crystal, the more light it conveys; the more
polished the diamond, the brighter it shines. http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/print56114.htm

Thus, if we wish to obtain all the blessings

Anything that 1s Quickly Obtained
1s also Easily Lost

mericans are not a particularly patient people, as demonstrated by the fact that the fast
Afood industry began with us. We don't tolerate slow service, thus much of the food we

consume is prepared before we order it. We drive our car to a window, order our food,
and expect it to be ready, without delay, at the next window. If we be church goers, we expect
the service to end within one hour, on the dot. Our gardens are filled with flowers that come
tully grown, are dropped into the soil, and look good from the very first watering, No waiting
around for the germination of seeds, we want instant beauty.

If an appliance breaks down, we buy a new one, rather than wait a week for repairs. We
throw ourselves into the latest fad diet promising fast weight loss, only to see the weight come
back after we've tired of the menu. We don't apprentice for a career, but walk out of a univer-
sity with the expectation our career will begin on day one. Many of our children are allowed to
dress in adult pop fashion, resulting in the loss of innocence, and the precious sweetness of
childhood is transformed into a sort of miniature adult.

Since we have grown accustomed to having everything happen quickly, and without
delay, we also expect our spiritual lives to be on the same quick time line. We don't have the
patience to build upon the knowledge of the holy fathers, so we don't practice regular spiritual
reading. Our church attendance is limited to the essential Sunday Liturgy, and even then we
arrive late and perhaps leave before the Thanksgiving Prayers have been concluded. If fasting
is difficult for us, we don't fast at all. If keeping a Prayer Rule is tedious, we don't try at all to
develop a set time for our prayers. If our mind wanders during prayer, we let it, avoiding even
the least amount of struggle.

If we hope to make progress in the spiritual life, it is good to remember the words of
Saint Isaac the Syrian, "For anything that is quickly obtained is also easily lost, whereas every-
thing found with toil is also kept with careful watching."

Abbot Tryphon, Christ the Savior Monastery, Vashon Island, WA
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