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GEATO-RO3HECENCKON LEPKRH
Bb ropoab Cakpamenrto
3anapHo-AMepHKAHCKAR enapXis
Pycekan TIparocaagnan Ilepkorb 3arpauueri

Xupotronia Ennckona Geogocist (VIsamenko) CeaTrainickaro
coBepIIIAach B BOCKpeceHbe 7-10 ceHT0ps1, 2008 roga
Bb KaeeapalbHOMD cO00pE JaragHo-AMepUKaHCKOI erlapXin
BB 4ecTh UKOHBI boskiert Martepn «Bchxb ckopOsIIXDb pagoCcThb».

The consecration of Bishop Theodosius (Ivashchenko) of Seattle
was performed on Sunday the 7th of September, 2008
in the Diocesan Cathedral
of the Mother of God “Joy of All Who Sorrow.”

Catsa Ha mpasa: Mutponoauts Vaapions, enuckorrs Oeoocis n Apxienuckorrs Mapkb
From left to right: Metropolitan Hilarion, Bishop Theodosius and Archbishop Mark
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Ca0B0 npu HapbYeHin
Apxumanaputs OEOAOCIV (VIBareHnko)

Bame Bricokompeocssiencrso, Baagsika Mutpomno-
anthb Vlaapions, Bamm BricokompeocssamieHcTsa u
ITpeocssmieHcTBa, BcedecTHbIE OTIIbI!

Yroano Tocmoay Oblao, yepesdb Bach MCTUH-
HbIe CAY>KUTeAU 1IepKBU XPpUCTOBOI, BO3BBCTUTH MHB
TPSIIHOMY CBOIO BOAIO.

ITocas pbmenia Cunoga 3apyOesxxnoi Iepk-
BI O M30paHiM Moeil KaHAUAATYPhl Ha eMMCKOIICKOe
cAy>KeHie, IIepBbIMUY MHB BCIIOMHIAMCD CAOBa CBATOTO
npasegHaro losa MHoOrocTpasaapHaro: «To, 4ero s 0o-
sACs1, TO U IIpuILAo Ko MEB» (los. 3, 25).

He umBromntin 4bMb IOXBAAUTHCS, KaKb TOABKO
HeMOoIllaMI1 CBOMMM, KaKb OyAy HecTu TO IIocAylliaHie,
KoTopoe HbBIHB OTh Bachk mpiemaro. Bp Beaumkomsn
TpeneTh HaXOAUTCA Ayllla MOsI Bb cell yach. CocTosHie
cie TOAO0OHO TOMY, KOTOpOe HUCHBIThIBaAb 51 20 ABTH
TOMYy Ha3aAh, IpY HOPUHATIM MOHAIIeCKaro IOCTpu-
ra Bb KoAbIOeay mpasocaasis, AdaasHnuxs Ilemepaxs
Kiepo-Ilegepckoit /laBpbl. MHOTOMY s Hay4mACsl HaXO-
ASCh BB CTBHaXD 9TOM ApeBHelr ooutean Casaroit Pycny,
Bb O4HOMDB U3b yaba0Bb boxkient Marepu. Casien-
HOCAY>KUTeAU U CTaplbl /laBpbl, Iepe>KMBIilie TOHeHis
U 3aKpbITie OOUTeAN, CAYKIAY KUBOI ABTOIMCHIO MO-
HacTeIpsl. VIXb pasckasbl yIBep>Kaaau Bb BEps, a s3BbI
CBUABTEABCTBOBaAM 00D XD IHOABUTIaxXb U HEAABHUXD
BpeMeHaxb TOHeHiI.

baarogapens A wu KieBckoil  AyXOBHOI
CceMIMHapin, OTKPBIBIIENCS Bb TO BpeMsI Ha TeppUTOpin
MOHACTHIP, TAB ycnaiamu nnpenogasareaent cbms bo-
JKeCTBeHHOM MCTVHBI Cbs40Ch Bb HAIllU AYIIIIL.

Keaaas g nmocayxurs ['ocriogy Bb TOMD MBCTB,
ra5 npussaab Oub Men:. Ho ognums npeacrapasercs
HaMb Hallle HaMmBpeHie, a MUHBIMB 00OpPa3oMb CKAaAbI-
BaeTcs JKU3Hb. BBpHO 3aMBTNAD OAMHD U3D OAa KeH-
HBIXD CBATUTeAel Hamel llepksu, moaBnu3aBIIiiics Bb
IpOIAOMD CTOABTINM, enuckonds Bapnasa bbasiess:
«Yea0BBKD BBIOMpaeTs 1yTh, a [ocioab HanpaBAseTh
IIIeCTBie».

Tak 4utO ecam m BuUABACA MHB STOTH MYThb
cayxenis Iocriogy, To mpeacraBasiacsa oHb MHB Ta-
KOBBIM'B, KaKOBBIMB OINMCHIBaeTh ero mnpemn.Joanns
ABcTBUUHUKD: «ENMmckorncrea s >keaaim Haab CBOUMb
cepauiemb» (Caoso 28, 51).

Ho Bugaumo yroano I'ocnoay yepess Bacsy, bo-

romyapsie CBATUTEAN, ONIPeABANTH MEHs Ha MHOe Be-
aukoe cayxenie Emy. He aepsaan Obl s npunsth cie
rocayiiadie, ecAy Obl He UyBCTBOBaAb, YTO He MO
BO/AsS HBIHB COBepIaercs, a TO 4To locrogoms ®TO
IIPEeAYTOTOBASIETCS.

Bcriomuuan caoBa u3bs mocabaoBaHiss MOHa-
IIeCKaro IIOCTPUra, IMPOM3HeCeHHble HaMBCTHUMKOMb
/laBppl, BO BpeMsl OPUHATiS MHOIO MOHamecrtsa: «Ilo-
A00aeTh yOO TeDe HauyeHIy ITyTh, Bedymliii Bb Llap-
crso HebecHoe, He BO3BpaTUTHCS BCILSITD, He OyaeIn
0o ynpasaens Bb Hapctso Hebecnoe, ga He mpeario-
gyremu yoo deco mnade bora» ( Ilocabaosanie maaaro
obpa3sa).

HaaBioce Toabpko Ha cnay boxiio, kotopast Bb
HeMOIIeXb coBepiiaercsa. By npumbpaxs u3b XU3HK
ceaTuTeaern lepksu Hameit uity ce0b ykpbiiaeHie.
Cesatureas loanns 3aaroycrs, cauras cedsl HEA0CTOI-
HBIMD IIBITAACS M30BXKaTh €IMCKOIICKOM XMPOTOHIN,
BITIOCABACTBiN JKe IPUHABD ee KaKb BOAI0 boxilo, pyko-
BO/SIIYIO BCeMb BO CITaceHie, cTaah ApXiernucKonomMb
KoncranTHOIOABCKMM.

Bb cBoe Bpems Oyaymiiit Cearturear Huxoaaii
Mupsp-Aukinckin, noasuaasiiiiica Ha Cearoir 3emMab
U KUBIIIN BbIIelleps, Hegaaeko oTbropoga Bueaeema,
KeAaBIIill BCIO CBOIO >KM3Hb TaMO ITPOBECTHU, YCABI-
maabroao boxin: «Hukoaan, nau cay>Xuth Hapoay,
€cAl XOueIlIb ObITh yBEHYaHHBIMB OTh Mens1. D1o He Ta
HIBA, HA KOTOPOW Thl UM BEIIh IPUHECTN OKIUAAEMBIN
MHo10 111045, HO 00paTUCh Kb AIOASIMD, Aa IIpOCAa-
BUTCS BB TeOB M Moe».

Aiaxkons ['puropiii, CKpBIBaBIIINICA OTH €IN-
CKOIICKOM XMPOTOHiNM, ObIAD HallAeHDb eIMcKoIla-
MU ¥ aKparaHTiICKUMIU KAUPUKaMM Bb MOHAcTBIPB
cB.MepKypis u 3aTBMBb IIOCTaBA€HD Bb €IICKOIIBI IO-
poaa AxkparaHTa.

Bb H1XD, KaKb ¥ BO MHOTUXb APYTUXD CBATUTE-
A5xb Haiet Llepksu 0cobeHHO ITposiBAsSeTCs 1104 ANH-
HOe MOHAIIIeCTBO U3b KOTOParo MpoUCcXOAUTD MCTUH-
HOe eIINCKOIICTBO, sBASIOIIeecs] 400pbIMDb 00pa3oMb
cosepliaTeAbHar0 U ABATeAbHArO CAy>KeHis Ha HUBD
Tocrioaneri.

Bsupas Ha cuxb BeAMKaHOBD AyXa I He UMes Bb
COOCTBEHHO1 XXM3HI HUYeTo UMb II0A400Haro, yIosaio
Ha nomompb boxiro. Ilpomy I'ocioga aate MHB 110A-
BUTOMD AOOPHIMD IOABU3ATLCSA U MCIIOAHUTDL BCe TO,
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4TO TpeOyeTh CBATUTEALCKOE CAy>KeHie, O KOTOPOMD
Bb EBaHreain ckasano takb: «BHmmair ce6b 1 csoemy
cragy, Bb KoTopoMb Ayxb CBATHIN IIOCTaBUAD Bach
6aroctureasmu, nactu Ilepkoss I'ocrioga n bora, ko-
Topyio Onb npiodpsans Ceds Kposito Cpoeto» (AbsaH.
20, 28).

Caosamm cesaToro npasegHaro loanna Kpomn-
mtagckaro, 100-aBTie KOHUMHBI KOTOparo Mel OyAeMb
oTMBYaTh Bb TOMB T04y, Aep3Hy oOpaTuThes Ko [o-
coay: «[labum memnsi, Baagpiko, Bb caagkiil maiHb
Ayxa Tsoero CssTaro, 4a, siko motoku 1oroms (Ic. 125,
4) morekyTs caosa mou Bb Caasy TBoio 1 Bo criacenie
aogent Teonxs. dapyit MHB 9TO caaaKOe M MOTyIIe-
CTBeHHOe BHyTpeHHee II00y>X/eHie 13aaratb cBOO0AHO
Ha XapTiu II0AHOTY AYXOBHBIXD BIAEHIN U 4yBCTBD. Ja
OyAeTh SA3BIKb MOI TPOCTiIO KHMXKHIKA CKOPOIIMCIIA
(I'lc.44.2) — Ayxa Bcecpsararo».

C» AnocroaomsIlaBaombBo30aarogaputh Ke-
aa10 ['ocioga 3a Ero Beankyio muaocts: «baarogapenie
bory, Koropsiit Bcerga 4aeTh HaMb TOP>KETBOBATh BO
Xpucrb u 6aaroyxanie o Ce0b pacripocTpanseTh HaMI
BO BCAKOMB MBcTh» (II Kop. 2, 14).

Bn  MoamTsB  cBoeit  oOpallleHHOV Kb
[TokposureapHus poga XpucTianckaro npeas Ilpe-
gncteiMu Ee o6paszamu: Bebxb CkopOsamuxs Pagoctu
— Bb IPa3gHUKDL KOTOPOI yAoctonab MeHs locroasn
NpuHATL cBATOE Kpemenie, Kypcko-Kopennon -
nyTuBoauTeapHNIs Pycckaro 3apyOexns, Visepckoi
MupoTounBOIL — 5CXaTOAOTMYECKOe 3HaYeHie KOTOPOIA
Hepa3pbhIBHO CBA3aHO Ch MOHAIIECTBOM'b, IIPOILY 3a-
crynHnyectsa y [Ipecsaron 4B Mapin.

CepaeuyHbIMD BO3AbIXaHIeMDb CBATAro IpaBed-
nsro loanna Kponmragckaro obpairaiocs kb CaasHen
u Ilpenennopounon I Ipucnoa®ss: «Jaxab mu, Baaapr-
4uIe, YMCTOTY CePAEYHYIO, IIPOCTOTY CePAEYHYIO, ChI-
HOBHIOIO AOBBpUYMBOCTD U IIPeAaHHOCTh U AI0DO0Bb Kb
Te6B Bceraa» (Mos >xu3nb Bo Xpucrts, C. 195).

Kb MOAMTBEeHHOI MOMOIIM B3bIBAIO CBATHUTE-
aemt boxinxs Tuxona 3agonckaro u loanna Ilanxari-
ckaro n Canp-@pannucckaro. Tpyabl UXb SABASIOT-
cs A0OPBIMDB IPUMBPOMD 4451 HaIlero Ha3MAaHis, a
TBOPUMBLA UMM Uyjeca IPO40AXKal0Th YKPBIAATh Bb
BBpb HEMOIIIHBLA AYIIN.

[Ipunomry raybokyio ©.4aroaapHOCThb BCBMD,
KTO HaIlpaB/Ab MEHs Ha ITyTh MOHAIIIeCKaro CAy>KeHis.
Poanreapnuirs moeit 00s13aHb s TEMb, 4TO Bb paH-
HeMb BO3pacTh I03HaabL Xpucra U ee MOAUTBAMU
emnre Bb IOHOCTU CMOTb OIIPeABAUTh CBOE JKM3HEHHOE
IIpu3BaHie.

[TounBmIMXDb HACTAaBHMKOBL MOUXD M CPOAHU-
KOBb, CTapIieBdb I cTapullb rpoury l'ocroga yrmokoutsb
Bb CeAeHisAXb NpaBeAHbIXb. VIXb COBBTHI, Aep3HOBEH-

HBI MOAMUTBBI U IIpeACKasaHisg IIOMOIAM MHB Ipa-
BILABHO IIOHMMATh IIposiBaeHie Boan boxieri.

3ApaBCTBYIOIINXD  AYXOBHBIXH — ITOMOIIHMU-
KOBD ITycTh yKpbnut l'ocriogs cnaoio Cpoero cCBhIIIIe.
Cp OaarogapnocThio oOpamjaioch Kb CpaATbitieMy
[Tarpiapxy Mockosckomy u Bees Pycu Azexcio. Cb
ero 04arocJ0BeHis IIpieMAIO ceil IIyTh HOBaro MOEro
CAY>KEeHis.

[Ipucrynas co crpaxomsb paborars I'ocrioay,
npoury Bacs, Bamme Beicokonpeocssmencrso Baaarpika
Maapionb, MOAUTBEHHO IIOAAEP>KMBAIOIIAarO MeHs Bb
TedeHin MHOIUXb ABTh, Bach, Bame Bricokornpeocs:-
nieHcTBO Baaapika Kupmaas, HacrabaeHismm m ay-
XOBHOI MHOMOIIIBI0 KOTOPOTO S II0AB3YIOCh BCH T'OABI
MOETO CAy>KeHis Bb 3anaaHo-AMepPUKAHCKO eIlapXin.
Bacs, Bammut Bricokonpeocssimencrsa n Ilpeocssien-
cTBa, MMbIOIIie ocodbyio O0aarogaTh U Bach, AyXOHOC-
Hble OTILBI OMOAMUTBHCA 000 MHB IPBIITHOMD, AaObI
cay>keHie Moe ObLA0 IpaBbIMD U Bbpa He ockyAbaa.

IIpomy u Bach goporie OpaThbsi U CeCTpHI I1O-
MMHATh MeHsSI Bb CBOMXb MOAuTBaxb. Ilycrts onm mo-
cay>kaTb MHB 400pbIMDB OACIOPLeMD Bb ABAaHiu 1
CAy>KeHiN Kb KOTOPOMY HBIHB Ipu3bpIBaeTh MeHs [o-
CHOAD.

[lecTBys 3a Xpucroms, Bb HazuAaHie ceOb m3-
Ouparo Epanreanckisi caosa Anocroaa Ilasaa: «Bam-
Mail Bb ce0s1 U Bb YUeHie; 3aHIMalicsl CUM'b IIOCTOSIHHO;
100, TaK'b IIOCTyTIas1, U ceOs CcIiacelsb U CAYIIAIOIUXD
TeOs» (I Tum. 4,16). AMuHb.

ApXMMaHAPUTD ©EOA0CIN
24 asrycra/6 centsa0ps 2008 r.
Canp-®paHIucko

hitp://www.wadiocese.com/printerfriendly.php?id=537 0 3
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Bopbba co cTpacTamu.
Cs. lNpaBegHaro loaHHa KpoHwTagrckaro

Cpb TBXD IOPB KaKb 4eA0BBKD OTIIaab OTh bora, ons,
KaKb >KMBOTHOE, OBbIBIIIee HBKOTAa AOMAIITHIMD, a
IIOTOM'B OAMYaBIIIee, y>Ke HEOXOTHO CMOTPUTD Ha
MBCTO CBOETO MPEXKHATO XUTeabcTsa. OHO OoAabIIIe
AI00UTDH MpaKb ABca, T.e. 3ABIIHATO Mipa, YBMB CBBTD
Hpe>XHATo MBcTa, T.e. pas boxisa. YeaoBBKy TpyaHO
COeAUHUTHCSI b boroMs, a, COeAMHUBIINCH, OHb
OpIcTpO OTHHajaeTs oTb Hero. EMy TpyAHO nckpenHe
BBpuTH Bb bora 1 Bo Bce, 4TO bors OTKpbIAD eMy.

Cmortps Ha Mipb boxiit, 51 Be3aB BIKY
HeOOBIKHOBEHHYIO IIMPOTY M UTPUBOCTH SKM3HIAL:
BB 1JapCTBB JKMBOTHOMD, ME€XKAY YeTBepOHOIIMH,
MeXAy TagaMyl, HaCBKOMBIMY, IITULIAMU, MEeXAY
pridamu. Terneps cripammmpaeTcs: OTKyAa TeCHOTa U
CKOpOM y A104€¥1, CTapaloIIMXCsl JKUTh 01arouecTmso?
Btap ['ocrioas Be3gh pazanas Ku3Hb, 00ulie,
pasocts u mpocrop. Bcb TBapu, kpomb uea0BBKa,
IIpOCAaBAAIOTE TBOpIla 40BOABCTBOMD U UTPUBOIL
pasoctbio. Pa3sb 51 He TBOpeHie Toro ke TBop1ia?
Pasragka mpocrasi: Hallla >JKM3Hb OTPaBASIeTCs
HaluMu rpbxamy 1 OeCIAI0THBIMD BparomM.
OcobeHHO OH HanagaeTsb Ha TEXb A104€1, KOTOpbIe
I10ABU3aI0TCs Bb Oaarouectin. ITosTroMy ncrtnHHas
>KI3HDb yeA0BbKa - Bllepeau, Bb OyAyiieMb BBKb.
Tamb OTKpOIOTCSA 4451 HETO BCe PagOCTU U IIOAHOE
0aa>keHcTBO. 34BCh >XKe OH'b M3rHAaHHWUKD U [TOAD
HaKaszaHieMb. VIHOTAa Kakb OB BCA IIpUpoAa
BOOPY>KaeTcsl Ha HeTo 3a ero rpbxu. Vraks, He
CMYIIIalOCh ThMB, 4TO BB Miph Be3As pagocTsb 1
AOBOABLCTBO, a Bb TeOB - CKOpOb. Y HaCh eCTh I1aladb
3a rpbxb, KOTOPHINL Bcerda cb Hamu 1 6peTd Hach. Ho
U AA51 HACh HacTaHeTDb PajoCTh, TOAbKO He 345Ch, a Bb
APYIoMb Mipk.

TBepA0 ITIOMHIH, YTO THI - ABOVICTBEHHBIN
9e10BBKb: OAVHD - II10TCKill, 00ABHOI CTPACTAMU U
BeTxiil. Ero Hago yMepIBAsATL U He HPEKAOHAThCS
repeAb €ro HaCTOVMYVBBIMU I'PBXOBHBIMI
TpeboBaHiAMU. APYyTOII - AYXOBHBII, HOBBIA,

Xpucra nnrymiinn, XpucToms KUBYILiN 1 b Hems
oOpBraromtin 1mokoi u >knu3Hb. Kak TpeboBaHist

TOro 4yeA0BbKa Hy>KHO BCbMM MBpamMy Ipe3uparh,
IIOTOMY YTO MCIIO/AHEeHie UXD YOiIICTBeHHO A4S AYIIIH,
TaKb TpeOOBaHis TOCABAHATO Hal0 BCbMU MspaMu
VICIIOAHSTD, IOTOMY UYTO OHI BeAyThb Kb BBUHOI

>K13HM. Bo3bMu Ha ceOst TpyADb Ha 454D UCIIOAHATD
TO, YTO THI IIOHSIA'D.

ITosHait 4eA0BBKD CBOIO AYIIEBHYIO OBAy
U IIOCTOSIHHO Cb ycepaieMd Moauch Criacureao,
gT00BI OHB criach u Te6s1. He rosopu B ceOb:
"S1 6e3ortaceH’b, MHB HBTH Ha400HOCTU O YEM-TO
OecrrokonThes." DT0-TO U 0B4a, UTO ThI, OyAy4H B
Beanyarimen 6545, He BuUAuIIb ee. TBost 0Baa - 9TO
TBOU I'PBXIAL.

Kaxws 51 mospexxaens rpbxoms! Uto-HubyAb
XyZAO€ U He4ICTOe AeTKO IPUXOAUTD Ha YMDB U TYTh
’Ke OTKAMKAaeTCs Bb cepAlrb, a 400poe 1 CBATOe 9acTo
TOABKO MBICAUTCS ¥ TOBOPUTCS, HO HE YYBCTBYETCS.
YBBI MHEB! 40 CuXB IOPD 310 OAVKE Kb MOEMY
cepauy, 4bMb 400po. Toapko mogymaa 4To-amdo
XyZAo0e, 1 TOT4ach TOTOBb cAbAaTh ero, u cabaaa
051, ecan ObI cTpaxb BoxKil man oOCTOATeAbCTBA He
yAepKuBaau MeHs. A 400p0 4acTO TOABKO >KeAaeTcs
BHYTPEHHUMDb 4eA10BBKOM'B, HO COBEPIIIUTD €I0 He
XBaTaeTh HU cuAb, HU Boan (Pum. 7:18, 19). Yacro
3agyMaHHOe 400poe 4510 OTKAaAbIBaeTCs Bb AOATIN,
AOATIN SIIUKD.

Boapmas yacte A104€i1 400pOBOABHO HOCUTD
Bb CBOEM'b CepAIls cCaTaHMHCKYIO TSXKeCTh, HO TaKb
IIPUBbIKAA Kb Hell, UTO Jake U He YyBCTBYIOTD ee.
MHoraa, BripoyemMs, 3100HbII Bparb yAecsiTepseTb
BB HUXb CBOIO TsK€CTh, I TOTAAa OHM YHBIBAIOTD,
poHIIyTh U gaxke XyAsaTb uMsa boxie. ¥ aroaeit sbka
Cero OOBIKHOBEHHOE CPeACTBO pa3BBsATh BHYTPEHHIOIO
TSKeCTb - 9TO 3phaullla, Beyepa, KapThl, TaH1bl. Ho
1oca’k HUXb CKyKa 1 TOM/eHie cepalia BO3BpaIlaloTcs
Cbh elfe OoapInen cuaoi. Kakbs MHOTO A104€14,
KoTopele ocraBuan ['ocrioga, Vcrounnka BoAbl
>KMBOJ1, U BBIKOIIaAu ceO6b MOBpesKeHHbIe KOA0ALIbI,
KOTOpbIe He MOTYTb yAep>KaTh Boay (lepem. 2:13).
Toabko Korga aroam obpaiaiores Kb bory, ¢b nxn
cepAlia crlagaeTh TSKecTb Ipbxa, M OHM HauMHAIOTh
IIOHMMAaTh IPUYMHBI CBOEI HeYyA0BAeTBOPEHHOCTH, a
TaK>ke KaKb OOPOThCs Cb Hell

http://www.fatheralexander.org/booklets/russian/johnkr.htm#_Toc529415685
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The inner battle

St. John of Kronstadt

‘The enemy of the human race began to subject
me to various temptations from the very first days of my
pastoral service. First of all, he began to instill in me a
sort of unaccountable fear during the performance of the
sacrament of baptism and the Divine Liturgy, and later
began to make me waver through mental conflict. Then I
understood that only through constant and never-ending
vigilance over myself and never-ending prayer could I
fight against this hidden and unremitting foe; I began to try,
as deeply as possible, to know myself, i.e., my soul, my
nature, my infirmities and failings. So that this vigilance
after myself should be constant, I began to keep a diary
from the very first days of my service. To the present time I
set myself as a rule to write down everything (outstanding
in my spiritual life) — and that inner battle, which I wage
with myself— and the bitterness of defeat from the side
of the prince of darkness, and the sweetness of victory,
and that blessed aid which the Lord gives me in the battle.
At times, as I read through my diary and, as it were, look
back upon myself, I can clearly see whether [ am moving
forward, have stopped in my advance, or have even
retreated. Consequently, I consider the keeping of the diary
of such importance, that I try not to miss even a single day
without making at least the briefest of remarks. By always
watching after myself and coming to know myself more
and more, [ also come to realize my own helplessness in
all respects without the aid of God’s grace, especially in
the defeat of evil, and through this you arrive at humility,
at submission to God’s will, which is blessed and perfect
always and in everything, and you also learn to regard other
people as well with love, with sympathy, with a readiness
to help them always and in everything.

“In order to quell everything unclean and injurious
within myself and to be always ready to appeal to God, 1
always try to keep a double watch over my heart and to
quell all unclean desires immediately as soon as I notice
them. The main thing here is not to permit the sinful
thought or desire to take hold (fasten) in the soul, to take
possession of the mind, heart and all your being, and to put
them on the rock of faith and God’s commandments. When
the unclean desire or emotion is but arising, then it is much
easier to extirpate it and to subdue it within you, than later,
when it becomes deeply rooted. The task of ceaseless inner
battle with oneself is at first extremely difficult, because
this battle is with a cunning, perfidious and experienced foe
— the devil. He employs all possible means to subjugate
man; defeated in one case, he immediately employs another
way, finer yet. That is why one must keep a vigil over

oneself without fail...”

Here St. John’s speech was interrupted by one of
the listeners:

‘Teach us, most honored Batiushka, how to behave
in those cases when all efforts to repulse the enemy from
oneself, to defeat him within oneself, come to nothing.
Then despondency sets in involuntarily, the will becomes
weakened and one loses heart during work. Would it be the
correct method of battle in this case if one tries not to pay
attention to the suggestions of the enemy, to spit upon him,
so to speak?”

St. John animatedly replied:

“Yes, quite so, that is exactly how you should act:
you must, by diligently calling the name of Jesus Christ,
with hidden, deep repentance, overthrow the hidden
enemies; do not pay them any attention, do not concern
yourselves with them, and you must consider everything
they suggest to be a harmful dream. You must never
become despondent during strong temptations. The Lord
is always close to help us and is ready at the first call of
His Name to protect and repulse our invisible foes. ‘And
call upon Me in the day of trouble,” says He through the
Prophet, ‘I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.””

“Allow me to ask you again, Batiushka: often one
is forced to experience an extremely heavy feeling at the
sight of victorious evil. How and with what can one defeat
this type of despondency within oneself?”

“Indeed, one experiences an extremely heavy
feeling at the sight of victorious evil; I also have to
experience a similar state often. Moreover, there is the
awareness that even pastoral fervor is helpless here — one
often has to concede. In these cases one can find comfort
in the knowledge that this phenomenon is but temporary,
permitted by God’s Providence with special aims, known
only to God, and that sooner or later evil will be defeated
and goodness will be victorious. Also in these cases one
must strengthen oneself by prayer. But do not for a single
moment forget how merciful the Lord is, and how quick to
hear, that He always bends His ear to our prayer and very
swiftly fulfills our requests and helps us, if we completely
surrender ourselves to His holy and perfect will.”

http://www.orthodoxphotos.com/readings/portrait/battle.shtm|
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Your Eminence Metropolitan Hilarion, Your Graces, most
honored fathers!

It has pleased the Lord that, through you, the true
ministers of the Church of Christ, He declare His will to me,
a sinner. What can my mouth utter; and is it possible for hu-
man imperfection in general to comprehend the economy of
God?

After the resolution of the Council of Bishops of the
Russian Church Abroad concerning my election as candidate
for the episcopal ministry, the first things that occurred to
me were the words of the holy and righteous Job the Much-
suffering: “...that which I feared, the same hath overtaken
me” (Job 3:25).

Having nothing wherein to boast save my infirmities
alone, how will I bear the responsibility I will now receive

Nominee’s Address

Bishop Theodosius
(Ivashchenko)

of Seattle

On September 6", 2008, at the Ca-
thedral of the Mother of God Joy of
All Who Sorrow, His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Hilarion celebrated the
Rite of Nomination of Archimandrite
Theodosius (Ivashchenko) as Bishop
of Seattle, in concelebration with His
Eminence Archbishop Mark of Berlin
and Germany and His Eminence Arch-
bishop Kyrill of San Francisco and
Western America, His Grace Bishop
Gabriel of Montreal and Canada, His
Grace Bishop Michael of Geneva and
Western Europe, His Grace Bishop
Peter of Cleveland, and His Grace
Bishop John of Caracas.

At the end of the Rite of Nomina-
tion, Archimandrite Theodosius de-
livered the following address:

from you? At this time, my soul is seized with great trepida-
tion. This state is like that which I experienced twenty years
ago, when I received the monastic tonsure in the cradle of
Orthodoxy, the Far Caves of the Lavra of the Caves of Kiev.
I studied much while I was within the walls of that ancient
monastery of Holy Russia, one of the estates of the Mother
of God. The clergy and elders of the Lavra, who had survived
persecutions and the liquidation of the monastery, served as
its living chronicle. The accounts they related confirmed me
in my faith, and their wounds bore witness to their struggles
and the recent era of persecutions.

I am also grateful to the Kiev Theological Seminary,
which opened at that time on the grounds of the monastery,
and where, through the efforts of the instructors, the seed of
the divine Truth was sown in our souls.
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I desired to serve the Lord in that place, to which He
had called me. But while our intention suggests one thing,
life determines otherwise. Well did Bishop Barnabas (Bely-
aev), one of the blessed hierarchs of our Church who strug-
gled in the last century, say: “Man chooses the path, but the
Lord directs his steps.”

And so, even though I envisioned this path of ser-
vice to the Lord, He set for me one such as is described by St
John of the Ladder: “I desire ovesight [episcopacy] over my
own heart” (Discourse 28:51).

Yet apparently it pleases the Lord, through you, di-
vinely wise hierarchs, to appoint for me another great ser-
vice to Him.

I would not dare take this responsibility upon myself
if I did not feel that it is not my will that is being done, but
that this is being prepared by the Lord.

I remember the words of the Rite of the Monastic
Tonsure, which were read by the abbot of the Lavra when |
received the tonsure: “It behooveth thee, who art setting out
on the path which leadeth to the kingdom of heaven, not to
turn back; for thou wilt not be guided toward the kingdom of
heaven if thou wilt prefer aught to God” (Rite of Tonsure to
the Lesser Schema).

I trust only to the power of God, which is made per-
fect only in weaknesses.

I find strength for myself in the examples of the holy
hierarchs of our Church:

Considering himself unworthy, St John Chrysostom
strove to avoid episcopal consecration, and later, having ac-
cepted it as the will of God that guides all toward salvation,
he became Archbishop of Constantinople.

And St Nicholas of Myra in Lycea, who struggled
in the Holy Land and lived in a cave not far from the town
of Bethlehem, and who desired to spend his whole life there,
heard the voice of God: “Nicholas, go and serve the people
if thou desirest to be crowned by Me. This is not the field in
which you will produce the fruit I am expecting; but turn to
the people, that My name may be glorified in thee” (Life of
St Nicholas).

Gregory the Deacon, who fled from hierarchal con-
secration, was discovered by the bishops and the clergy of
Agrigentum in the Monastery of St Mercurius and was then
made bishop of that city.

In them, as in many other holy hierarchs of our
Church, is glorified the genuine monasticism from which the
true episcopacy proceeds, and which stands as a good model
of contemplative and active service on the field of the Lord.

Looking to these spiritual giants, but lacking any-
thing similar in my own life, I put my trust in the help of
God. I ask the Lord to grant that I may fight the good fight
and fulfill all that is needful for the hierarchal ministry, of
which the Gospel says this:

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Spirit hath made you over-
seers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased
with His own blood” (Acts 20: 28).

And I dare to address to the Lord the words of the
holy and righteous John of Kronstadt,, the centennial anni-
versary of whose repose we will mark this year:

“Bind me, O Master, in the sweet captivity of Thy
Holy Spirit, that for Thy glory and the salvation of Thy peo-
ple I may pour forth my words like streams of the south”
(Psalms 125: 4), “Grant me the sweet and mighty interior
conviction to set forth freely, as on a scroll, the fullness of
spiritual visions and sensations. Let my tongue become as
the pen of a swiftly writing scribe” (Psalms 44: 2), the most
Holy Spirit.

With the Apostle Paul I wish to give thanks to the
Lord for His great mercy:

“ Now thanks be unto God, Who always causeth us
to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savor of His
knowledge by us in every place” (II Corinthians 2:14).

In my own prayer, which is offered up to the Protec-
tress of the Christian race before her all-pure images—the
Joy of All Who Sorrow, on whose feast day the Lord vouch-
safed that I receive holy baptism, the Kursk-Root Icon, the
Directress of the Russian Diaspora, the myrrh-streaming
Iveron Icon—the eschatological significance whereof is
bound up inviolably with monasticism, I ask the help of the
All-Holy Virgin Mary.

I address the glorious and All-Immaculate Ever-
virgin with the heartfelt sighing of the holy and righteous
John of Kronstadt: “O Mistress, grant me purity of heart,
simplicity of heart, filial trust, commitment and love for thee
always” (My Life in Christ, p. 195).

I call to my assistance in prayer the holy hierarchs of
God Tikhon of Zadonsk and John of Shanghai and San Fran-
cisco. Their labors are a good example for our edification,
and the miracles wrought by them continue to strengthen
souls weak in the faith.

I offer my deepest thanks to all who directed me to
the path of monastic service. To my mother I am indebted
because at an early age I came to know Christ, and through
her prayers | was able, while yet a youth, to determine my
vocation in life.

I ask the Lord to grant rest to my departed guides
and relatives, the elders and eldresses, in the mansions of the
righteous. Their counsels, bold supplications and prophecies
helped me to understand aright the manifestation of the will
of God.

My spiritual helpers who are still alive may the Lord
strengthen with power from on high.

I offer my gratitude also to His Holiness Patriarch
Alexy of Moscow and All Russia. It is with his blessing that



I set out on this path of my new service.

As I take up my work for the Lord with fear—Your
Eminence, Vladyka Hilarion, who have supported me with
your prayers over the course of many years; Your Grace, Vla-
dyka Kirill, by whose instructions and spiritual assistance I
have benefited all the years of my ministry in the Diocese
of Western America; Your Graces, who have special grace
within you; and you, Spirit-bearing fathers—I beseech you
to pray for me, a sinner, that my service will be upright and
my faith will not prove lacking.

I also ask you, dear brethren and sisters, to remem-
ber me in your prayers. Let them serve me as a goodly sup-
port in the work and service to which the Lord is now calling

me.

Following after Christ, I choose the evangelical
words of the Apostle Paul for my own edification: “Take
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them:
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and those who
hear thee” (I Timothy 4:16). Amen.
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